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PREFATORY REMARKS.

Respen: Befors you commence the pernaal of the following History,
allow me to eay that, if yon wish to aveid dizappointment, you will please
bear in mind that it bas not been written with the object of presenting to
voor view a brilliant picee of composition, or of abaorbing your atiention
with the interest of a fadeinating vomance. No deep-laid plot of myatery
or ideal love pervades its pages to lure you on from line to line—from be-
ginning toend. It bas beenintended rather asa true record of past events
—of statiztics connected therswith—af old traditions that have sorvived
the tonch of thne,—and in short, of the records and incidents that go to-
wards furming a Hisvory oF 1ie Meaisiyw Recrox, the fivst-settled portion
of UBrange County. To many theze will prove of barven intereat; and |
decm iE proper to say to you that thi= work has been written more for the
purpose of supplying 4 void in our local history=—more to preserve the de-
tails {now tast sinking into oblivion) of aur aneestorz® struggles with labor
and incomvenience, coupled with the wilez of o snvaze foe, while rearing
their humble cabing when—

Ry b ase che seriler swemng,”

in the wilderpess two eauturics ago ]—ware to review their actions and
remember their deedz and sufferings in the glovious war of the Revolution,
and theiv prosperity since—than tn please the idlé faney for o moment, and
them be thrown aside Tovgotten,

It is intended as o book nsetud for velevence to the zeholar—to thase who
bike to sit by the lreside of an evening s veview the doings of the olden
pime s aned s o fowndation pechaps Gor 2ome future bistorian to build an
abler work vpen. 10 it sliall aceamplish bot a part of this, my labor will
hiave been rewarded.

And, reader, il it should wain vour approval by furnizhing needed in-

formation, or by eansing some weary Lone to glide smoothly away; If,



VIl PREFATORY REMARKS,

when the dark hours thar visit all of wi are upon you—when disappoint-
menta, and troubles, and treacherous friends, enshrowd your path, and you
wish to banish glocmy thoughts—if, then, the comparison of your petty
grievances with the gigantic ones overcome by the encrgy and perseverance
of our forefathers, when miles separated neighbors and friemds, when the
wur-lwhrﬁup of the merciless Tndian blended of an evening with the dreary
howl of the wolf, and when, if' & futher left his home in the morning he
koew not but his returo at night might lind it a smoldeving ruin, and his
wife and children mangted eorpses or in o cruel captivity ; it this compar-
izon ghall inspire you with new courage to eontend io the world's great
din of battle,”—pleased shall T be to record you upon my list of friends,
apd feel thankful for the time zpent in placing the parration before you,

1 make no apalogry for the simplicily of language that clothes the inci-
dents parrated. I am aware that many will thiok themselves hetter
informed in matters of carly history, and perbapz far better able to dispose
of the task of preparing them for peblication, than wyself. But until they
avail themselves of their knowledge and {alents, and de better, T shall pre-
sent my hmmble wogk for yonr considecation, hoping it may find what
approciation its merit deserres,

THE AUTIHOKR.

Siave Hinr, N, Y., 1867,
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A HISTORY OF THE MINISINK REGION.

CHAPTER 1.

URIGIN OF THE NAME. AND FIRST RECORDED VISIT OF 4
WHITE MAN.

To wrrive at a proper conunencing point in the history
ol the localities inclnded in the itz of the region for-
merly knowi as the Minisink. it will be necessary to look
back to the thme when the hard-headed Peter Stny vesant
bore rule over fis minie kingitom of the New Nether-
lnds, and =at 0 rigid #te among the Yew rude habita-
tions Iving i pencetnl =evenity at the mouth of the
Hudson—sinee grown in conntless numbers and regal
splendor, as the prond city of New York 3 to the time
when Joln Rising, Governor af the Colony of Swedes
at the mouth of the Delaware, was taking upon himself
a degree of importance that interfered sadly with the
plans of the worthy Peter, and threatened to shipwreck
his fondest hopes of vonquest in that quarter. His
windy manifesto, full of big Dutch words long drawn
ont by his valiant secretary, declaring the aforesaid
Clolony of New Sweden to be within the limits of his



