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PREFACE.

Tars edition of the Antigone is based upon Gustav Wolff's
second edition, Leipzig, 1873.

In most cases where the text varies from his, the readings of
the Lanrentian Ms. (L) have been adopted in preference to those
of inferior Mss. or to conjectores of Wolff and other editors.
The reasons for these changes are given in the Appendix, which
it is hoped furnishes sufficient material for an intelligent apprecia-
tion of the most important problems in the textoal eriticism of the
play. For the puorpose of facilitating comparison, the rejected
readings of Wolf are placed at the foot of the text. Through
lack of such an aid ae the Faesimile of the Lanrentian bﬂﬂﬂ!,
now in course of preparation, it has been necessary to take the
variants of the Mss. at second or third hand, chiefly from the
edition of Campbell.

The Commentary has been adapted to the needs of that lavge
number of students who begin thelr study of Greek tragedy with
this play.

The lyric parts have been arranged on the basis of the rhyth-
mieal scheme which has been borrowed from Schmidt's Rhythmic
and Metrie, translated by Professor John Williams White.

Material has been taken freely from the editions of Bellermann,
Campbell, Nanck, Wecklein, and Dindorf.

The editor tokes plessure in expressing his grateful obligations
to his colleagne, Professor Elisha Jones, for the use of critical
apparatus; and to his pupil, Mr. Walter Miller, A. M., for gener-
ous service in verifying references.

M. L. D'OOGE.

VURIVERAITT OF MICEIGAN,
Angust, 1684,



TO THE SECOND EDITION.

Iv preparing this edition the editer has had the benefit of corrections
and snggestions made by several of his reviewers, and in at least one
case before the review has appesred in print. Grateful acknowledg-
ments are especially due to Professors Goodwin, J. H. Wright, and
F. B. Tarball

M. L. D'OOGE.

TwrvzrerrT oF MricEmeas,
April, 1835,



T0» THE SECOND EDITION.

I greparing thie edition the editor has had the benefit of corrections
and suggestions made by several of his reviewers, and in at leasi one
case before the review has appeared in print. Grateful acknowledg-
ments are especially due to Professors Goodwin, J. H. Wright, aud
F. B. Tarbell.

M. L. D'OOGE.
UNIFERHITE OF MicHIoaN,
April, 1885,
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INTRODUCTION.

Oevrpcs and Iocasta, king and queen of Thehes, left a family
of four children, Eteocles, Folynices, Antigone, and Ismene.
The sone succeeded their father in the government of Thebes, each
to rule a year alternately with the other. Antigone became the
betrothed of Haemon, the son of Enrydice and of Creon, who was
the brother of Iocasta. Between Eteocles and Polynices o
strife arose (111) concerning the sucecezsion to the throne. Poly-
pices fled for protection and aid te Adrastus, king of Argos,
married his daughter Argia, and marched with a numerous and
brilliantly cquipped (129, 130) bost against his native city, in
order that be might take revenge by laying it waste with fire and
sword (285).

In view of this impending peril, Creon had songht connsel from
the venersble secr Tiresins ($93-95}, who had declared that Ares
was wroth with Thebes becaose, at the founding of the eity,
Cadmns had slain the serpent that gnarded the Ares fountain.
Cndinus had sown the land with the serpent’s teeth, and from
these had sprung the first inhabitants. A scion of this stock
was desired by the god as a propitiatory sacrifice. As such an
offering, Megareus, the son of Creon (scc on 991}, threw Limself
down from the ramparts of the citadel into the adjacent deu of
the dragon (ogudv & peropBali Spdsovros, Eur. Phoen. 1010).
Eucournged by this sacrifice, the Thebans began the defence of
the fortified city. Before each of the seven gates stood n hostile
leader with his troops (141). Capancus especially vaunted Lim-
self with insolent hoasts (130, 136); and, ns he was mounting
the ramparts with flaming torch in hand, Zeus struck him down
with a thunderbole (131). The hostile brothers fell upon ecach
other, and both perished in this unoatural confliet (146). Thus
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the Argives failed in securing the object of their expedition.
That which crippled the assault of the besiegers roused the courage
of the besieged; the former flee, the latier pursue. The hoatile
chieftains flnd their death either at the gates of Thebes or on
the flizht (141-3). Adrastus alone escapes. The flight and the
close of the combat occur in the night {103). With the dawn of
day Creon orders that the body of Eteocles be buried {23-80), and
that of Polynices be given as a prey to dogs and vultures.

In the earliest times the denisl of burial rites to ememies was
not wholly unknown, and waa not held to be an offence; still,
even in the Iliad & truce is made with the Trojans, that they may
bury their slain. Achilles, too, does not carry out his threat
against Hector; the gods protect Hector’s corpse and give aid in
its surrender. In the progress of civilization, the sentiment
towards the dead became still more tender. We find that among
the Athenians the sacredness of the duty of burial was early
incoleated. Solon decreed that if auy one should find & corpse
onburied, he muat at lesst strew dost over it; and while he
released children from other dutics toward a parent who should
urge them to commnit certain wrongs, from the duty of burial he
grauted in no case release. A law of Clisihenes made the de-
march necountable, under heavy penalties, for the interment of
unburied corpses. Pnhlic enemies also were shown the last bonor,
as in the case of the Persians after the hatile of Marathon
(b wdvres  dowov deflpdwov vesple yg spifar, Pans. T 82, 4).
XNerxes had the Spartans that fell at Thermopylae buried. That
the bodies of those who fell in the naval battle of Arginusse were
not collected and given burial rites bronght the penalty of death
upon six Athenian commanders. The tragedians especially teach
the sacredness of the duty of burial, from which there is no re-
lense, and represent it as an ancient and universal Hellenie cus-
tom. The only limitation of this custom seems to have been the
woovds "EAArav vopos, which forbade interment within the borders of
their native land of sacrilegions persons and of traitors who had
horne arms against their fellow-citizens. (See Visacher, Rhein,
Mus. N. F. xx. 445 f1.) — But against this practice the moral
sense of the people grew gradually more and more repugnant;



