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It is proper to eay that the present volume, while essentially in
orizing]l design, and formally still in execution, a critique,’ literary
and doctrinal, on Mr. Arnold’as very popular poem, offers, a8 now
presented Lo the public, o criticism of Buddhism itself, in the elhical
part of that great religion so-called. It contalns moterial nowhers
clee to be found in o form accsssible to the general reader, for o
just independent jodgment of the real ethical merlts of 8 pagen
erced that has been much vaunted of late smong us. It is thus
a substantial contribution, which will be appreciated cspecially
by Christian teschers, to the current discussion of Comparative
Religion.
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PREFACE.

It certainly wounld seem hardly worth while to write a
book, even a little book like the present, solely for the
purpose of eriticiging such a produetion as Mr. Edwin
Armold’s * Light of Asia.’® DBuot that prodnetion has
accomplished, is still perhaps in course of accomplishing,
& mission in America of influence upon the public mind
important quite out of proportion to any significance
attaching to the poem by virtue of ite own intrinsie
character.

The publication of Mr. Arnold’s work happened to
eoincide in time with a singulsr development, both in
Aumneriea and in Europe, of popular curicsity and interest
concerning ethnic religions, especially concerning Bud-
dhism, The *“Light of Asin’’ was well adapted to hit
this transient whim of Occidental taste. Bo I aceount,
in part, for the instantaneons Awmerican popularity of
the poem. At any mate, Mr. Amold bas, no doubt,
whether by merit or by fortnne, been, beyond any other
writer, the means of widening the American audience
prepared to entertain with favor the pretemsions of
Buddha and his teachings.

The effect is very observable. There has entered the
general mind an uneonfessed, a half unconscions, but a
most shrewdly penetrative, misgiving that perhaps, after
all, Christianity has not of right quite the exclusive claim
that it was previously supposed to possess, ugaw the
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attention and reverence of mankind. A lelting np in
the sense of obligation, on the part of Christians, to
christianize the world, has followed. Nay, the individ-
ual Christian eonseience itself has, if I mistake not, been
disposed to wear more lightly its own yoke of exclosive
loyalty to Jesus.

In view of this state of the case, I have thonght that it
might not be amiss, if 1 should take occasion, by Mr,
Arnold’s book, to let in, fromn original sonrces, a little
real light upon his enbject, for the satisfaction of those
readera of his who would like to know what s the
actnal truth underlying his representations of Buddha
and of Buddhism. In achieving my purpose, T was
naturally led to consider as well the Literary, as the
didactie, value of the *‘ Light of Asin’' Tlence the
anomaly of what, upon the face of it, is a literary eri-
tigne, appearing in the form of a book. My eritigne,
while superficially of Mr. Arnold, beeomes fundamentally
of Mr. Arnold’s subject not less, I will not disgmise i,
my tme paramount motive throughont has been still
more religious and Christian than literary.

As already intimated, one marked festnre of the fol-
lowing discussion of DBuddhisin will be found to lie in
the fact that it presents the system itself, in specimen,
and not merely a single unfriendly critie’s view of the
gystem, DBuddhism is given its chance to atand or to
fall, with the reader, by its own inherent merits or
demerits, and not by the praise or the blame of a per-
haps prejudiced interpreter. The writer comments in-
deed, but the text on which he comments is Buddhist
literature itself placed visibly under the eyo of the
reader, The reader can thus condemn either the thing
criticised, or the person criticising, in accordance with
what scems to be the demand of justice in the casc.
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The present writer judges Buddhism by the words whiclh
it speaks. It is butrizht that he too should himeelf in
tnrn be judged, as inevitably he will, out of his own
mouth,






