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PREFACE.

The present pamphlet ia merely the skeleton of a much
larger work, a Virginia Biblivgraphy, for which the awthor has
collected nearly all the necessary materisl. The ““Bketch of Vir-
ginia Literature ' hare given was to have formed the Introdue-
tion to this larger volume; the present ‘¢ Check-List of Virginia
‘Writera’' is simply an alphabetical eonmeration of those anthors
whose peblished volumes the Foller work wad to have catalogued
and deseribed; and no record at all is here mada of those hooks
published in Virginia by forelgn or anovymons wrlters, of which
along list has been compiled. Bnt, though the anthor has
found it impossible to publish this complete work at present, he
still hopes to do 80 in the near fature. He thersfore earnestly
requesta that inaccaracies, omissions, or errors of any sort found
in the present pamphlet by thoge into whese hands it may fall,
will be brought to his notice for correetion.

To many friends throughout the State the author owes 8
debt of gratitude for their enconragement and their suggestions,
but above all to Dr. Charles W. Kent, of the University of Vir-
kinia, whose practical interest in the work since its incepéion has
done most toward making its completion possibie.



A DIESERTATION ON VIRGINIA LITERATURE. ]

I
A SKETCH OF VIRGINIA LITERATURE.

With peeculiar aptitude may n time-worn figure be pressed
inteservice and the courge of Virginia literature be Hkened to the
flow of some fair river. It rises among scanes that are wild and
rugged, its early progress is impeded by many a forbidding bonl-
der; not yet consclons of its seaward migsion, it Sows merely be-
canse How it must. Many are the vicissitodes through which it
passes before the sea i Teached, Now it glides placidly amid
pleasant pestures; its motion seems born of immobility. Now
it fomms down the rapids, and the suilight plistening npon the
fiying spray calls from their fairy hiding places all the rare
beauties of the rainbew; now it leaps madly roaring over the
falls and subsides between vagt rocky eiiffis by which the sun-
light seems forever hidden. At last the level plains extend on
every side; the mission of the waters is clear; the river, fod by
many & faithfol tribatary, Gows proudly omward with ever in-
creasing volume to mingle with the mighty ocean.

An sdequate history of thin Virginia literatnre would be a
matter of volumes, and yet involve no undue enlargement of
geale or unwarranted liberality of jundgment. Nor would such
& hislory possess aa little valne as the generality of eritics would
have us believe, In more waye than one the literature of the
01d Dominion is worthy of minutest study.

In ity development Virginia literature typifles the progress
of the still greater body of American literature; it shows the
effacts of the same general environment, it responds te the same
potent infiuences, it exhibita the same linea of growth. 1tis, too,
‘the representative literature, as for many years it waa the only lit-
erature, of that peculiarly interesting pection of the Ameriean na-
tion called the Bouth, Furthermore, it mirrors a civilization that
has ever been unigue on the American continent; it tells the
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story of a race whose bravery none has impogned, whose noble
qualities of head and heart challenge the admiration of the world;
it breathes the spirit of a land whose love of liberty inspired the
firat jury trial, the first representative sgsembly, the first free-
school, the firet forcible opposition to foreign tyranny known to
the western world. The fiual and crowning value of Virginia
literatare, however, is ita value not a3 mirror or type but as
literature alone,—as the artistic expression of broadly human
interests by men and women of the higheat intellectual caste.
fuoch are the conmiderations that will justify the future his-
torian of Virginia's literary development in hislabors, All the
more will they justify the prescnt sketch, which makes no claim
to adequacy, bot hopes only to ontline in a general way the de-
velopment of Virginia literature, to mark the peenliar social and
intellectnal eonditions inflacocing that development, and to note
the inherent valoe of & few of the producticns themeelves. This
disenseion may be faciliated by dividing Virginia's Hterary history
into perinds and considering each in twrn.  Obvionsly these are:

TEE EABLY COLONTAL PERIOD, dating from 1607, when
Jamestown was fonnded, to 1876, the year of Bacon’s Rebellion.

THEE LaTER COLONILL PEEIOD, extending from 1676 to
1760, when the spirit of revolt again became rife in the land,

Tae REvoLuTIioNARY PERIOD, 1760-1800, the expiration of
which may be considered coincidant with the close of the centory,
since not till then was the new republic firmly established.

TEE PERIOD OF TINON, 1B00-1880, covering the first half
of the nineteenth century and ending among the murmurings of
coming giorm.

‘TaEe PERIOD oF DIvisloN, extending from 1850, the date of
the adoption of the Clay Compromise, to 1878, a year ‘*signal-
ized by the centennial of our eountry’s existence—by the peace-
ful decision of the Hayes-Tilden contest, the withdrawal of troops
from Louisiana, and Hampton’s election in Sounth Carolina.”

THE PERIOD OF REUNION, 1876 to the present day.
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Let uws now prooeed to a consideration of these perlods,
noting in each ingtanoce the conditions under which the literatare
was produced, its general character, apd its more gpecific forma.

THEE EARLY COLONTAL PERIOD.
(3607-1678)

During the firet seventy years of Virginia's literary history,
environment acted with more then ordinery power. The
development of s literary epirlt was hampered by various sdverse
agencies, No wender the colonists of this period found small
time for writing; think of the task of nation-buiiding that lay
before them, thg many stirring scenes through which they paased
in thig, the most romantle epoch of American history. These
were no “ piping timea’’ and could offer but little leisnre for the
cultivation of literary tastes, The growth of letters was stunted
priccipally, however, by the peculiar intellectnal snd social
conditions obtaining thronghont the colony.

The earliest settlers vpon the shores of Virginia brooght
with them the memoriea of & truly merry England, the Cavalier
England of broad Helds and solifary castles. It was lnrury snd
wealth, not strenucus freedom, that they boped to find in the
new world; later, as nettled colonists, they strove to perpetusate,
not the bustling citles of their native land bnt ite manorisl
eatates, rich and independent. They nltimately socceeded in
their endeavor; and in their snéoess lies the secret of the literary
inactivity of theirown and following penerations. Despite legis- .
lative enactments, the plantation system prevented the growth
of towns, and in those days of imperfect communication between
imolated districts, reduced to v minimum the contact of man
with man, Conseqnently the most important literary stimnlant,
the strife of intellectual powers, was largely wanting; there was
no mental friction and the electric spark of genius remained
unkindled. Ancther result of sccial segregation, aided and
abetted by governmental opposition to education, was the slow
development of & genaral school system, which, while it perhaps
worked no great injury upon the higher classes, who wers not
dependent upon native schools, prevented the lower strats from
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being permeated by any love of learning. Thanks, too, to
Governor Berkeley, there was during this period not even a
printiog-press in Virginia, consequently no local puoblishing
honse to offer encouragemernt to literary activity. Fioally, it
ghould be remembered that the early Virginia settlers had no
peculiar:religions or politioal tenets, the maintenance of which
required the multiplication of aggressive tracts, pamphlets, and
EETTNONE.

Buch literature, however, ay was produced during these
early colonial days, notwithstandiog obstacles, possesses s nnigue
interest. Without exception the authors are Englishmen trans-
planted to Vizginla soil, and while we tnay clain them by virtue
of adoption, they belong equally to Kugland by right of Wicth,
With buta aingle exception the literature of this period is uncon-
acioua literature; its olyject was 4uite other than to secure literary
fame for jts composers. The primitive settlers npon the Powhatan
found themgzalvea in the midst of * earth’z only paradise ™ sor.
ronnded by fair fields and primeval forests, sung to by strange
birds and charmed by the fragrance of unwonted Sowers, alter- -
nately minigtered to and mensced by dusky savages of upknown
lineage. If the multifold impresslons made upon their receptive
minds found writtén expression, 1t was that their bréthrern af
home might be told of this new world and the journey to it; or
that detractors might be silenced and meddlers admonighed,
Congequently, almost all the writings of this period bslong ta the
game department of Hterature, namely the historical. Here we
have a paive narrative of exploration or travel, there a vigorous
deseription of natives or nature, hut the sssential historie guality
remains,. Not ordinury bistory this, indeed, for it is penned by
those who have been actors in the events of which they write,
whoss koowledge comes af first hand, who do not stop to theor-
ize hut deliver & plain nnvarnished tale. To be sure, poetry,
algo, in written in Virginia during these years, but poetry isan ex-
otic transplanted from other shores, soon to wither and die; his-
tery is of native growth and possemscs all the vigor of the soil
from which it springs.

Foremoat among the historians in both time and importance
ptands the redoubtable Captain John Bmith, the real father of
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American history. Essentially s man of action, he was yet of that
many-gided type, the glory of the Elizabethan Age, and not the
least of his accomplishments was the power to write virile Engligh.
Oaly two of Bmith's many books were written during hie event-
ful career in Virginia, but the ‘" True Relation’’ and * General
History of Virginia, New Enpland, and the Bammer Islea are
representative as to both merits and demerits. His histories
possess many positive charms: vigor and earnestness characterize
every statement; felicitous phraseclogy abounds; the page is
adorned now by a flaah of quaint humor, now by a touch of rare
imaginative beanty. This earliest of our writers, mozeover, pos-
sessed remarkable powers of olservation and reproduction; he
painte his vivid pictures with & few deft atrokes, What, then,
if his literary style be somewhat rude, his sentences misshapen T
This atyle hut brings ws nearer to the poble soldier g he aits
within his tent and pons these puges. His sar alertly listening
for the whistle of u death-laden arrow, is not strictly attentive
to the requirements of rhetorical melody of phrase; his hand,
fresh from prasping the sword-hilt, handlea the pen but elnmsily,
Nor would we have it otherwise, for more vorrect writing would
be less natural.  We need feel no shame in pointing back to the
rugged literary prodnctions of this equaily rogged adventurer, for
America could have had ne firmer foundation on which to rear
a great and permgnent literature,

Of other Virginla historians but paming mentlon oeed hers
be made. George Percy, brother of the Earl of Northnmberiand
and secratary of the colony, published in 1607 his ‘‘Discourse of
Virginia,” & collection of ** graphin sketches of brightness and
gloom,” sketehes tull of life, not vague or softened but distinet
in their primitive coloring. Another sseretary, William Birachey,
wrecked on the Bermuodas in company with Sir Thomas Gates,
made that misfortune the subjeet of a narrative whick, in all its
majestic vigor, was well worthy the honor of suggesting to
Bhakespeare the shipwreek reene in ¢ The Tempest.” Btrachey
was also the anthor of a ¢ History of Travaile into Virginia
Britannis,”’ and by his cellection of * Lawes Divine, Morall, and
Martiall,”” enrolls himself as the fim{ American contributor to




