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PREFACE.

Artrovon Algebra naturally follows Arithmetic In a course
of scientific studies, yet the change from numbers to a sys-
tem of reasoning entirely conducted by letters and signs is
rather abrupt and not unfrequently discourages the popil.

It this work it has been the intentlon to form o connect-
Ing link between Arithmetic and Algebra, to unite and blend,
as far as poseibie, the reasoning on numbers with the more
ahsatruse method of analysis.

The Algebra of M. Bourdon has been closely followed.

" Indeed, it has been a part of the plan, to furnish an introdac-
. . fion to that admirable treatise, which Is justly considered,

I
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-both ig Europe and this eountry, as the best work on the
subject of which it treats, that has yet appeared.

Z» This work, however, even In s abridged form, ia too
ry voluminous for schoois, and the reasoning is too elaborate
=~ It has been thought that a work which should so far mo-
7 dify the system of M. Bourdon as io bring it within the
> scope of our common schools, by giving to it a more prao-
™'tical and tangible form, dould not fafl to be ngeful, Suoch is

the ohject of the ELEMERTARY ALOEERA.

Heving within the past year carefully revised the Algebra
of M. Bourdon, and made therein many important changes
and alterationa, both by the addition of new rules and Inh the
abridgment and simplification of those before given, it be-
came necessary to make corresponding changes in the in.
troductory work. The alterations before made, In the form
of an Introdoction, the Treatise on Logarithms, and the
Supplement bontaining practical examples, with solutions
given in the Key, have all been retained; and the work is
now pregented to the public in & form which it is hoped will
not require alteration.

Wear Pomwr, Jenuary, 1845, [§i1h]
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