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TESTIMONIES

T THE

DIVINE AUTHORITY AND INSPIRATION
OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.

1. Tue old-fashioned, straightforward infidels of
former times were cpen enemies to the Church
ag well ag to the Bible, They coveted neither
her dignities nor her preferments. They sought
not her offices of trust and influence as vantage-
ground for an attack upon her doctrines, In the
present day those who deny the divine authority
and inspiration of the Bible, assert that this is
what the articles and formularies of the Church
allow, and that therefore they have a right to
hold dignities, parishes, and offices in her uni-
versities and schools. All that could be collected
in defence of this novel position has been summed
up in Mr. Fitzjames Stephen’s defence of Dr.
Williams. It is more, therefore, than the de-
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9 APFEAL TG THE PUBLIC.

fence of an individual. Tt is the assertion of a
new and revolutionary principle; which, if sane-
tioned by autherity, will make all the doctrinal
teaching of the Church of England mere waste
paper; subscriptions to articles and formularies
an unmeaning ceremony; and practically annihi-
late the distinetion between faith and unbelief,
As long as Mr. Stephen's statements were con-
fined to the precincts of an ecclesiastical court,
or the unofficial reports and small print of a
public journal, they were of little general interest.
Their publication in the book-market alters the
state of the case, and makes them public pro-
perty. It is, in fact, an appeal from the court to
the judgment of the public, and gives to all
readers the right to weigh the arguments, test
the authorities, and confront both with the teach-
ing of the Church and the statements of her
greatest divines. It is true that Mr. Stephen
sets out with a protest, that * the Divine autho-
rity of the Scriptures is not an issue in this
cause, that it never was for one instant impugned
by his client; and that he professes to hold it in
the strongest sense.” 'With that protest, so far
as it concerns his client, the public have at pre-
sent nothing te do. Our concern is now with
Mr. Stephen and his argument, the whole ob-
ject, tenor, and course of which seem to impugn



MR, STEPHEN'S THEORY. 3

the Divine authority of Scripture; to prove that
it is not the Word of God, but only contains it;
and to bring it down to the level of a human
composition by asserting, that as the vehicle of
revelation, *it is not absclutely pure, nor free
from the stains and inaccuracies which appear to
be necessary to every thing else, which is in any
way mixed np with human nature'” Indeed
the distinction hetween the Word of God and
the Bible is the fundamental principle upon
which the whole superstructure of his argument
is raised. Mr. Stephen's statement of this prin-
ciple i& as follows

2. “Two views are possible with respect to
the Bible, All Christians believe that God has
made a revelation to man, which revelation con-
sists in part of precepts to be obeyed, in part of
doctrines to be helieved. All Protestants believe
that that revelation is contained in the Bible, to
the exclusion of tradition. And here a difference
begins; for whilst some Protestants believe that
the Bible contains the revelation, others believe
it constitutes the revelation. (I advisedly call
your lordship’s attention to that distinction, for
I think you will find it applies to every part of
this case, and that it is a vital and decisive one.}

! Defence, p. 21
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