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THE IRON MUSE. 100 POEMS. $ios

Hiiorcasn HawrtuorNE, New York Times—" The book shows
real imaginative power, a keen insight into the life both in
and about ug, and strong ideals.”

Eowtw MarkEAM, Sos Francisce Examiner—""Mr. Under-
wood ls ¢ man of sincere (often austere) utterance—alto-
gether this is a strong and unusoal book"”

GecmgE SyLveSTER VIERECK, Cwrreni Lilercture—" Here is a
singer with a modern message—~Secing beyond the
purely mechanical, he reaches the God in the machine™

Bostor Tronseripl—"The book ia sufficiently unuzual to war-
rant perusal by the reader who does not ordinarily turmn
to prose”™

Brooklyn Eogle—""There is gcarcely o phase of contemporary
activity that doss not find expression in the author's vig-
orous verge, The volume is a criticism of Ameriean life
written by a stern, ardently progressive idealist believing
thoroughly in the high destiny of the American people”

Chicogo Evening Post—"The suthor freats of nature and
homanity of the great inventions of this age—s forward
marching spirit of movement and change—the sonorous
thythm of its execution—-give to his work a degree of
massive dignity, and the heavy beat of its measure ap-
pears prophetie of o larger age®
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This papge is at once foreword and dedication. In The
Iron Muse I tried to make a bhook, popular and literary;
of the people, for the people and by the people from
cover to cover; which has been pronounced a fairly com-
prehensive criticism of American life up to date.

The effort here is to repeat and exemplify; through
the medium of one hundred representative * Americans "
of to-day, who address themselves directly to the reader
in speaking parts of thirty lines or less, The result may
stem to many chaotic, As such, lterature per se disre-
garded for the moment; the author claims that it is truly
representative and interpretive of America in the making
to-day.

The subject being Ametica, treatment in the majority
of cases is necessarily realistic. The Foet, The Interne,
The Reporter, Broilers, Central, The Felon and The First
Born are frankly idealized

To many critics and precisians the last of these poems
will doubtless seem the best in the book, Such men and
women still dictate the literary policy of our leading
magazines and reviews. Meanome the demand for se-
rious modern verse in America to-day approximates an
irteducible minimum,

To those who lijte: the ﬁu,tbor,m mr;f_mts in art and
other things, who telievé in att 8 a -eriticism aad in-
terpretation of life it : *th:. }r;mtﬂ grindern and efficient
sense; the strongest poemd:in’4be book will speak for
themselves and stand by thiémgelves; the value of im-
pressionistic experiminss ikt ~The “Strop Hanger, The
Old Grod, The Sculptor, The Fan, Moving Pictures,
Coney [sland, The Power Smith and The Last Word:
compared with more academic verses will remain suffi-
ciently distinct; at the same time inherently American.

For this aundience, who to-day are concerned no less
with facts than with form, this book was written. To
them it is entrusted.

New York, 11, 12, '11.
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