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FOREWORD

There i3 no more vitel problem with which
the Christian hes to deal than that of the efBoacy
of prayer, partioulerly in time of sicknesa, This
questioh hag bhesn foreed to the foreground of
Christian thought in thees days, by the enormous
growth of organizetions which make bodily heal-
ing practically the centre of their religion. Cer
tainly it 1 the chisf atiraction in their teaching.
The situation is onn of which the Chareh is com-
pelled to take noties. First, because the hesling
iz precfised in the bname of Christ, and it is
elarmed thet Christ's methods are followed; sec-
ondly, because many people have loft the Church,
end have discarded their belief in the Christian
Bacraments, to adopt completaly the doetrines of
tha new culie

The netica the Church must take may assume
the form of criticism. That certain doctrines are
heresies, and that certain teachings are illagical
and fallacious, mey essily ba established. Bat
suoh action has littls or no effect upon the minds
of those in the full enjoyment of a religion
which i# producing the phyaical apnd mental re-
sulta they desire. The action the Church must
take, if she would hope to counteract, effectually,



