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PREFACE

TraEe choice of a beginners' book for the study of a modern
foreign language must depend upon a number of considerations,
such as the and g:wms training of the pupils, the
to be pursued, and the immediate object to be attained. With
the conditions under which the study of German is pursued in
most schools of this country, there seems to be little bt that,
instead of a systematic grammar, a rather comprehensive lesson
book, arranged in a ped ical manner, furnished with
plenty of interesting material for reading, translation, and con-
versation furnizhes the best preparation for the further study of
the language. Acting on t?iis conviction, the authors of the

resent volume have endeavored to meet this demand by publish-
ing their Brief German Course, and, judging from the favorable
reception which the book has met in various sections of the
country, the authors feel that their views laid down in that book
have been fully indorsed.

But, a5 Goethe says, .Eined [didt fidh nidt filr alle”. There is
much to be said in favor of a method which tries to reduce to a
minimum afl preparatory work and to introduce the learner at
the earliest possible moment to the literature of the ;
Such a method demands a shorter book which, while presenting
the essentials of grammar in a clear way, leaves many of the
less important details for subsequent study. Foundations of
German aims to meet the needs and wishes of such schools and
teachers, It is, however, by no means merely a revised or
abridged edition of the Brief Germam Course, although, on the
whole, it follows the general plan and even uses some of the
material of the former book. A superficial comparison, even,
will show that the Foundations is in reality a new book. The
desire for condensation, without sacrificing clearness, has
necessitated the re-writing of nearly all of the grammatical
statements. The wvocabulary is practically new, the order in
which the grammatical topics are presented has been consider-
ably chanped, and the illustrative sentences, as well as the
reviews with their connected readings, are either wholly new or
in the interest of briefness and simplicity materially re-cast.
Moreover, for the interest of those teachers who prefer to have
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their classes progress wninterruptedly and take up a general
review at the end of the course review lessons and readings
have been collected in an appendix and placed at the end of
the book.

Foundations of German ought to commend itself as well to
conservative teachers as to those who are reaching out after a
new. method of teaching the language. Among its distinctive
features, the following may be mentioned:

I. It presents only those tnp'l;-:égthe mastery of which is ab-
solutely essential for any progrefs whatsoever, and it presents
them 2s briefly as is consistent with perfect clearness.

II, It makes large use of what has been called .lebenbige
®rammatil”. In this way it enlivens instruction in grammar,
stimulates self-activity, and develops .Eprodigefii§l”, the feelin
for correctness, which is the chief thing to be looked for in aﬁ
language study.

ITI. It lends itself excellently to conversational practice. Not
only has the vocabulary been very carefully selected from the
language of everyday life, but the phrases of the German exer-
cises are all of a colloquial and strictly idiomatic character. While
primarily intended to illustrate definite grammatical phenomena,
their tone and language are so natural that the skillful teacher
will find no difficulty in turning whole exercises into a sort of
impromptu conversation, thus combining pleasantly and effectively
drill in speaking and in grammar. This is, of course, still more
true of the connected readings, which are very simple and well
suited for the particular stages of progress indicated in the
headings. They offer an unlimited amount of material for con-
versational practice, for free composition, and for reproduction.

IV. Last, but not least, the book aims to offer a firm founda-
tion on which a solid superstructure can be erected. The lessons
are steadily progressive; no attempt is made to minimize diffi-
culties at the beginning only to leave the pupil stranded later on
in a mass of unmanageable details. The English exercises, while
subordinated to the (German, will give the pupil a chance to test
his knowledge and power. The exercises in word formation will
stimulate his interest in the building up of the vocabulary and
will create in him a certain habit for etymology which will be
of the utmost use to him in future sight reading.

In conclusion, the authors wizh to express their thanks to a
large number of colleagues by whose criticisms and suggestions
they have profited, and they wish to say that, in preparing the
book, the needs, rtunities, and limitations of the class room
have steadily been before their minds,
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