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CONCEITS, CLINCHES, FLASHES,

AND WHIMZIES.



Comeerts, Clinches, Flashes, and [Fhimeies,  Newly studied,
toith seme Collections, duf those never publivkad befove ir this
Rinde, Lowdon, Prinked by B, Hodphinronne for Daniel
Frere, and are fo Bz sold ad fhe sipne of the vod Bl in
Fittle brifiein, 163G, 12°

Of Lhis volurne, 4 récent discovery in this class of literature,
only one edition, and of that edition voly one copy, is
known, Until the book accidentally fell into the hands of
Mr. Halliwell, it had never been seen by bibliographers ; bat
in 1860, Mr, Halliwell reprinted six nod twenly copies of the
new literary curinaity, and thug it hecame to a covesin cxtent
accessible to those, who are interested in the existing remains
ol early English literature, The collection is remarkable in
two respects, first on scvount of the previcusly onnoticed
mention of Shakespeare, at p. 49, and secondly becsuse the
belk of the anccdotes here brought together zre odginad,
which is hardly ever (ke case in such compilations,

O the Author of thase facatiz nothing whatever is known ;
from the commendatory verses prefived to the ook he ap.
pears (0 have Deet & friend of Thomas Rawlins, the poet
and dramatist; but beyond this we have no clue,  From ihe
Address to the Feader it is perhaps aflowshle to infer that
the ollowing pages represent s selection from the Table Talk
of the Axthor and his friends,

Itis just pussible that the anonymous compiler was John
Taylor, the Water Post, who pullished a collection entitled
“Bull, Beare, and Home, Cut, Curtaile, and Lengtaile
With Tales of Buls, Clenches, and Flashes, ps slso here
and there a touch of our BeareGarden” Lond. 1fig8, 87,
Although there are several anecdotes reported in the follow-



ing pages which can scavecly be new to the reader, it it to
be recollected that they are here found in their original shape
and, in many cages, for the first time,

The edition of this work issued by Mr, Halliwell {London,
1860, 4% v 2 reproduction of the nld text withont any im-
provements, and with very numerous errors.  In the present
edition, both the text and the poimting have heen consider-
ably amended, the original having, zpparently, been very
carelessly got up, and exhibiting seversl commaptivns in the
languags, and & puncluation more than useally negligent and
faulty. A few notes have alss been added. It i nccessary
to state that the copy used (which is as the reader is
already sware, the oaly vne kavwn} is defcient of two leaves
between Jests a3r and 232 ; but in a pobleation, where
¢ach paregraph is complete in iteelf, this &fefer is of far less
importanee dhan in the case of 3 connected or conmdinmous
narmative.






T'o THE READER.

GENTLE Reader, I here present thee with the pro-
ducements of some vaporing heutes, purposely in-
tended to promote harmlesse mirth ; T wish thee as
merry in the reading as I and some other of my
friends were in speaking of them; do but laugh at
them, and I am satisfied, for to that {and no other
purpose) they were intended.

Frareivell,



To the Author on his Conceiis,

FRI END, thy conceits, flown from the downey nes
OF thy vich fancy, ligkied op my brest;

Hlere {fet wee Fell thas true, for 'twere & sin

To fatter any, wuckh mmﬁa#;r Rim

I hoid my friend) I found such ample store

Ine thy pure mine of gold and sifver ore,

T became conscions Ehat I sure was bound

Now to disclose to I8 world what T kad found,

Ard render fo the readers ; no close end

Conld stop me from besng theirs o thy frue fricud.

T. RAWLIXS.



Conteits, Clinches, fFlashes and
AR Dimsies.

1.

AN idle justice of Peace is like the picture of

Saint George upon a signe-post with his
sword drawne 1o no purpose.

2.
Hee that speakes great gunpowder words may
be compared to a deepemouth’d Dogge, or bee
sayd to have a tympany in his tongoe,

3
A Souldier said hee had been in so many battels
and had been so battered with bullets, that hee
gwore hec thought hee had a mine of lead in his
belly.
4
Lovers cathes are like marryners prayers ; when
once the heate is over, they are not the same men.
B



