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FOREWORD

This is an exact photo reproduction of an original
copy of the

NATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION
Of The
UNITED STATES

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT .

LIST OF DELEGATES TO CONVENTION
Held in Washingron, D. C.
May 22, 1888
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONVENTION
CONSTITUTION AND BY.-LAWS

in the Library of the University of Washington

Special acknowledgment is made to the University
of Washington Law Library, and Dr, Arthur S.
Beardsley, Law Librarian, for the kind permission to
use the original pamphlet in this reproduction.

As a copy of the original is practically unobtain-
able this reprint is offered to enable law libraries to
round out their Bar Association Reports. This reprint
has a very limited printing,

DENNIS & CO., INC.

Buffalo, N. Y.
February, 1941
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HISTORY OF THE MOVEMENT

WHICH ERESULTED IN THE FORMATION OF THE

NATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION

UNITED STATES.

At the annual meeting of the Bar Association of the
District of Columbia, held on the r11th day of Jannary,
1887, the following resolution was adopted:

" Resolwed, 'That the Board of Directors of the associa-
tion are hereby requested to communicate with the local
bar associations throughout the country, and alse with
the American Bar Association, with the view of forming
a national legal body, to be composed of delegates from
the various associations, and to meet in annual conven-
tion, such bedy to have for its object the advancement of
the science of the law in this country.””

On the 1oth of May, 1887, the Board of Directors, in
carrying out this resolution, sent a circular letter to such
bar associations as it had knowledge of, and asked for the
views of the members of such associations tonching the
expediency of the proposed convention, the practicability
of securing it, and the means to be adopted for bringing
it about.

The replies received to this communication were so
uniformly favorable that on the 31st day of December,
1887, the board issued a second circular letter, in which
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it announced that, in consequence of the general concur-
rence of the profession in the praeticability and advisabil-
ity of the proposed organization, it had been decided to
hold such a convention as had been suggested in Wash-
ington on the 22d day of May, 1888. The associations
to which this letter was sent were requested to appoint
delegates to represent them in the convention.

From the time this second circular letter was sent out
down almost to the day the convention assembled the
board was in constant communication with the secre-
taries of the various associations in reference to the details
of the proposed organization, the number of delegates
which each association was expected to send, the pros-
pects of a full attendance, and other matters connected
with the movement.

This correspondence developed some interesting facts
as to the absence in some localities of even a local organ-
ization of the profession. The secretary of the Maine
State Bar Association, for instance, informed the board
that that association had organized in 1883, but had not
held a meeting since; and the board learned from lawyers
in Kentucky that there is not a single bar association
in that state.

From other places came letters saying that the asso-
ciation written to heartily approved the undertaking, but
that, owing to the fact that all the local courts would be
in session on the 2zd of May, it would be impossible for
it to be represented at the first meeting.

From every section the board was assured that, if the
organization proposed should be formed and its meetings
should be held at a season when the courts generally are
not sitting, local associations would be forined where now
there are none, inactive associations would take on new
life, and the whole profession in the United States wonld
come into the national association.
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There is in existence no complete list of the bar asso-
ciations in the United States. The board gathered from
various sources the titles of such associations, and in
meany cases the names of their officers; but some asso-
ciations never received the circulars intended for them,
and to others none were sent becanse the board had not
learned of their existence. Among those who did not
receive in time the communications sent them was the
Law Association of Philadelphia, whose secretary wrote
on the 31st of May that that association on that day had
for the first time learned of the call for the convention.

Many of the delegates actually appointed found it im-
poasible to get away, the courts everywhere being in
session and business pressing to be disposed of before
the summer recess,

The following is a list of the delegates appointed or
elected to attend the convention, the names of those who
were present being designated by an asterisk (*):

ALABAMA.
State Bar Association.

DELEGATES.
F. G. Broweano.® W. L. Braga.*
N. H. B Dawson.* G, W. Hewrrr,
Muorox Houes. H. A. Heaezer.*
Joaw B. Kxox. E. A. O’NeaL.
Janzz L. Pvan. Joexr WHELER "
L. A Basaven® J. B Wirres*

CALIFORNIA.
Oakland Bar Association.

DELEGATE.
Zaca. MorraoMERY."



