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PRELIMINARY SUGGESTIONS.

T the Mollowing treatize, platmness and sinplieity bheve beon
my constant and ondeviating aim.  T0 1 have been liboml and
uRsparine i censires, 1ean appe | o gnoapprov i sEClenCE
for the reotitude of my Sutentionz—ioer the evilance that in every
sentenee wlish has baen utteeail 1 Tewe beew guided by = somp-
lowa adherenca to tozch and jostice. I any whese conduck has
hoen cplled in guestion should hove eeeseion 1o complain of De-
aleet, they may beowell assueed thad U tree canse 1, the weoant of
mdorredion—that the bounds within whoeh T owis oblized 1o be
corfimad wonld nol parmity o kot tie place ey occupy i e
ravks of the = Enewies of the Constitulion ® does wot tender them
sbifictently formigiable to eegquine i they ehoulidl Teecive muors
particufar notiee. 11 las Leen noecseary frequently 1o bring into
view Lhe aholitioniats and the agitalams,™ e mevements and
measaree of corli.  Fut T hawe earetully aveided towelang oo
the poesline sentunenta of the Acti-slovery Hociely. 1 am ool
ther a member of it seeiety, nee have any eannexion with ils
mioveneis  abd Tndeed opposed 1o slaeey s but what porlicts
lar mode of consaeipeiion wonll be smoet expedicnly is 5 guestion
invelving comseiloetes 1os orave o appreacl 0 o trostize like
the following, where it hns no neresuy connesion with the sub-
joet. o presenl aowelldipested gebens wonbl be incuisIsLETE
with the desizn aml bmits of this waork, even i T weee blessal
with che wisdom and resennd uecessary for tha task,  Upon 8
agestion = bnposiaot, therefore, 1 have weither 1-'2|-_|-' int,|i.l:l-'L|'.IIJLI.
nor coulidence to aitempt to furestell the recule s Opaiomn.

* [he amtaners aco thoes who aye cadeavouring, by deception
and frowd, to subver! thie coastionibo, and chugre LEi' sefi il IILI|'-IL'}'
of this conntry.  These fanaties, by seans of (heis fecendiarg
meetings and publicetiens, v loog been lnbooeing o inflome
the pablic mim] against e ahobitioni=ts, by iismeprosauting theit
sentimenis aml desions, They Tive dmleettionzly eirculaied
irosighout the sowthern states pubsieations of Hie wosd inilomma-
tory ardd incewliary chamacter, calenlated fo produce an tnsurree-
tion armong the slavestnlders, wid A diesolution of the union.
With such assituons aml ontidnge zenl have (heir dieonganizing
schienes been pursned, that they bave agitated the country to its
ukmoet beunds with excilewenl sl slerm, which threaten to sun-
der the most eudearing relations and est sacred ties,



w TRELIMINARY SUGGESTIONS,

An clalorato secount is miven of the vieleneo committed by the
agitators upen e Utiea Convention, amd of all the preparatory
movemients wlhicl led wthat outreme. The rewder will naturally
inguire, Where is the evidenee, and who are the witieszes of Uheae
transactions ! The evidenee s ample ; and fortonately individus
als who wire evewitness, and can brar tostiimony to the truh of
the follvwing, slatements are te bo (oand i almoost evory county
in the state of Now-Vork.  * For theaso things were not done in
& cormer, !

The testimony of one individoal, 1o whose veracity wo can cons
file, i sufliciont b satisfy wa of the truth of the facts i reladed 5
Bus tho reader sladl not be haited Bo one or e andeviluads, bal
shall be furmished willy the names of Five m0EnneEn wersesage,
by whase testinung every wond can be cstablished.*  They are
individuals of respectability nml nrguostionalde veracity, sclecied
from every part of the State of New-Yorlk, besides thric from the
Biate of Uhio, and ope from the State of YVirginia, inoonler that
thoy may rive tieie testimony viva wvoeey ol be cxnmined nmd
ereas-examined by all who aro disposed, with ji=t intentions, o
auestian them oo 1his suljeet.  Maost realers, therefore, who de-
gite toknow the trath of these wattors, ane furnished witlo an op-
portnnity of satisfving themeelves from the wenths of teir own
wershibonrs amd Coceody.

The Appendix is by ne means the least intercsting portion of
the following work.  The arciogement of the whale will B soen
wres fully by referenee to the table of contenls Phe docuinonts,
ariginatinge from the bead of an executive depariment of our go-
cermmant, whieh have boen yproductive of =0 mich exil te oar
cotntry, the officml reports of thee meetings of the apitatars, hieb]
previous Lo and oo the day of the Anti-slavery Coaventon, ara
inseeted entive, necompanied with pofes ood remarks @ also the
afficinl reguert of the provesdmos of Ui conecomlive meeting ol the
citizens of Uiiea, eomvened on the evening previcus te Uw Con-
vontion,  The copions extracts Trom varions official doaeminents,
sliow e Uae Lostiae sl teippeer of the sautl on the ruljeet of =slavery,
and dewanding the ensctiment of penal lows sgainst all who ehall
discuss that subject ¢ the catvacts from thwe writings of Tlomnas
Jedlerson, stecing his opinboee and views on tHAT Bubhjeet, sy
the extrets (o the Federal ol Stale Conveotions, =howing
our richitz in the preseol alanmogr stale of aflltirs, are ofl highly
inpartant to B ool ol sndvestood by every Lrue friend of
fiberty,

Tl J::Imr-uhv;!s of Cleeent Smith anel Alvan Btewart, Esquices,
e wpeonnens of eloquence of a high and exalisd el er, and
cannot Gl te bo admired by every cotdiel ancd hisral sl AL o
Rite wlen snr country is o with faction, when o eorrnpi porty
gpiril has beooine universally prevalent, amd e press i suljeed el
to ite absolute control ; when great prneiples are sacrifrecd af the

* Hoo Appendizg Mo, X,
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aftar of personal ambition ; when those whoe onght to be onr pro-
bectors and onr mandes, are msidionsly scattering the seadd of dis
sonsion; alaem, and distrust, and pursaing copduct whicli tondes
inllm:i‘l:phl:.r tin Iimﬁlnr-r- i ::nl'.'n-'l.:.' chiee lennils, ervil strife, ol the
certain disraption of the social compact fl=elf, & is thoe parl of
weisdom Lo seel direction e triod connscld of the pateiots and
gages of other imes, . Do U extmets fren the seslanenls of
Washingdon aml Joflerson, aml other autheritics admstted by
all, which ave given in the following work, wmphe direction will
e founad applieable 10 the trving clrewinstaness with whiclh we
are mrrsinled,

Thoro are mzny chicken-hoarted imdividoals, who will pity me
for I|.'|.1"|||.l_-g' weplurod, with o groels loldess, o expose G pulidie
vieew, cobudoet in whicl zo inany howourable men were oogaged.
Theoee i=, sav thev, & diveesity of seotipenl on Lhi= sulject; a
Lirge olnss, anal possilily a majorty of the comoanity are inclined
to favour those measures wlhich he las umspoivocadly condemned ;
aml althoush we know that be is tight, yol it was rash for him Lo
ineur the weoth amd sedietion ol so sy bonsoeabbs wen, and
far brave Ui teoee deeadfol fory of o lawless mbhle, by wlose pa-
triotiam they were so promptly sustuped. To this [ reply, tiere
will ber mer pssd 60 writioe 2oon this snljeet when (e very ohject
of writing iz already aceomplisled—ohen every by condearins
these doings, Besides, whon the eodze of justioe becomea popus
lar, it will call 1o s aid wany pens ablor than mine.

Liet these well-meandng  polividuals ceserve their gty for Lheir
ehyibidress, For whise Innbs the chning of tyranny ero already bae
ﬁimﬂng te bo forzed. Ouly do you, Kind reader, sensider whaahor

spealk Arsth; sl a0 b ddeclore the toth shall eall fecth opon
aee thie hedtest indignation and bitterest ealinmnics of liese men,
and their confideraios, wl e more ecbous eage of the servile
ad vienige lorde, who, lons inursl o slavish sabup=sion, have
become tho ercptures of feir will, aod etrangoes 1o aov othep
impalse or restraint 3 oall this 1 ean endore for oy conntry’s sake.
I was not ignoerant, in the beginmmngr, that ae sitemnpd Lo oxpose Lheir
inigquity would suljeet me to thie wilest si:lmlun::_ll:la.i e dliresl ma-
lignity of the enconies of the constitution could invent, What if the
malics of Usese men should pour upon iy reputation aconlingee
shower of its insidions mis=ilea! It is 1w for repulation that T
labour, T do not seek popular faveur. Tt the higlest gooid of
ey fellow-citizons that T seek. Al although o Jlltm_llp_l._m i
gieay myv repiiation would be folt with e keenest sensibilicy, al-
though e approbation. and esteem of wy felbow-citizons ate as
derar 1o toe a6 miy own tife, vel 1oeall kieaven to witness Haal my
eounlry's welfaree 12 dearer Lowee than botli, 1o the husble parct
T have to aet as an Aoverbean eitizen, the focour which T most fer-
vantly ber heaven o srant i that neither iy boigie LoT My pemy
may over become the slave of party, or subjeet to the inpalse of
passion, or the restraint of feary that o discharge 1y duty to my
gonnlry, and my whole eonniry, shall be my constanl aim, and am

1|
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nudaunted frecdom ite concomitant. 1T wou, penerous reader,
were Lo receve o pepssaal injury from oone prolessig 1o be your
fricnd, sorcly vou coulid not -ﬁsrr:garﬂ it, It what 16 2 persomal
ity compared with ancinjury which is inflicted upon 2 whole
nation ! What s the weltare of one individual comnparesd with
that of paMion=!  How ool soee thow ouaht we o r.:ggqu]_ il
corroct Wiose abises whicly are gralually corruding ol trans-
fecmiyg 2 governmgent establishus] 9 prosote our comomon wel-
fare, and seciire to oureelves and ont posenty e bessipos of
liberty,™ inta n powerful party ongine, with which o few desipining
wwen-acliove their conguesty aod convert to thar own aseruodize-
mend the spoils of the vanguished 3 1o condemn, e Uie nwet om-
]l-]::ll'u: teernas, sk nfinhl L I:u!nﬁt' v, the comduct of thase naen,
whon, under epocious pretests, cmplovel tosecure popular focone
aypd wnpigeort, ape hiow poer aweay the Jast geeat pillar of sur gation’s
gafety.  Weare uol 1o wall uetil vur alarms are awakened Ly the
H:umi}ing eromageet vl plitterinner steel of o marshalied ose n;:f {ip-
eeigt invaders, or until we shall belolil, scated npon a porgcous
throne, gl ansd hifted wpy the tveot, clothet Go all the habili-
wents of rovaliy, scenrely seickling the eceptre of oppression
OVOT WS Jaal it is :L:_I'.'l.iusl silent anrd slire attacks, seule Iy thuoss
who feven the Bicheet peprand for the interead of the people, it
e oupht fo Le constantly on our muand,  Nor is it over the con-
duet of the ninisters of tips peopte adone that e e roowalch
with o pralons eve.  [Lis the wore fatal and rooous temleocy of
lawleea encroschiments of popnlar violenee that we hove most to
fiar.  Bul what ]:mgll:tgﬂ CREH RIS lii= ’_l;uil.i, wliey, “ammoved
by pression or prejudaee,™ Dt * peaceably,™ with a deliberate amd
fixed parpese, sels al manzhl the copstibution amnd the law, aped
ﬁ:rLLmlllllu.-l:uunl:.' 1.5-.1.1H.Eri-'b opom our dearest sl moat  sacred
riglits !

There 15 one snprrestion further, which [ desiee may be well
considennl.  We all kvow, that thoze who seek to do mischicl on
an eitensyve sealey, eideavour i dlee most arful paneer e conei-
liate amd lriig 10 their aid popalsr fivour. “1hers 88 cortain class
of malividuals i alinesd every commmuniby, wheare invarably fonsd
gn the side of these men. Now, it was o wise saying of an one
et lp'l]ilm:u'i'lu'r.' whieh t'n*r_l.l’-dl:t}' ' ll.rlu‘ﬁmmr has ]:.[-,11.'r|_| 1o he
troe, that o maan’s character moy b known by the company e
keeps. It i5 o troth as well senelicd, there van be go agrecownt bes
tweon things oppsesate in their natures. T therefore i i troe,
{which we most reliiously bolieve) that sur povernimceat b fioued-
vl upon the pupe lihl"illl.'.illl.!'ﬂ of plulnnthropy, virtye, apld moradity,
and 15 hestalagted to the woants of gociety, aod ealeulated o pro-
inode Haeir biohest goml, be 30 ot patorsl to conelode, that the -
tellagrent, moral, vietiwome, and |||Ii:|.:h:'|ﬂ||r-|'.'ﬁ|5-':1:' paerlion of the g
mumnity, those whe are oust aetive in pronoting the welfoee Gial
h;‘;j'q:u'rn-r s ol their fellow-hejss, with the Tope of po sther rewand
bt thie satizfaction which arises from o consclonsness of doing
welly are the friemds of this governmoent?  And is 1 not cqually
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patinral to conclude, that those noted subjects of intemperane: anid
viee, who live anly 1o carse reciviy with un iinoral and pestifer-
oas infucnce, u.n,jl:n addd 1o hmwan imiscey, ore mok the framds a1
this rovernment | Whsn these characters eombane, van it be for
any oo purpase | When sve see e proscciling auy jurposd,
whetler paliticil of otherwise, wiitly o bl ol elomsocoms Sl
may wWe not justly snepeet thal tbeee ia some evil larking in their
designe | Whes we aeo an individuel inveking the anl of thie
elass of the community, aml deriving his support Ttom themn, verily
wao hinve ronsan bo disteost the ponty of s ioteniions 11 (is
recsoning fails, it must inevitably lollow, thaot onr govermoont,
instesd ol depending upon the vieue aud infelligeoce of the peos-
[-le fur its -_-:np;pnrt, can enly D safi wder the apniverss] coign of
pgrnoranee ard viee,  Asd then i woast abeoe follonw, Lhnt it s vis
okl roh et for there 1 po agresment bebweei virtsre md
v, wor con ane e suppacted by the ofber But it wis leerely
i liint § futended.  The psint canoot e paresed metler o pre-
Somnk,

I canmot owit woticing in the beginming, the dsopoeoua ben-
deney of & wst subtle antifiee (I omight say ponspine, macl
emploved of late by e enenis of the vonstitetion,  We are of:
tirm todl, thal pasblie opandon is the lnw of W lund, wond bt oo thia
wir oare bomimd to yickl By this ewsneng deviee, atlompts are
often made b destrey ripbits expreasly maranlied By the eanstite-
tiar, mven by the oxpression of publu: opinion in a sinale town,
EORBLY, OF £lake, it primaey assemblics of he peapbe. Ve will
suppeese Lhal twee who originaied s eouspivaey, only contedd
that the expressing of U wpinions of & majoridy of e meiea
15 Lix Bpaver clue foree of anthority, mld Uk we moet conforr: to it
This is placing their doctries i a wore favonrable light U the
facte will warrant, aml if in this et Qiey prove to De f3lse aod
subvessive of troe liberty, it will be wsecezzary to exhibit ticir
more wlions fizalbires,

The damger of commiliing the managemont of the afthirs of
alate to the capricions fmpilse of primary asseablics, was not
overiuobed 1o the estaldishment of our govermment. Trubilic n:lp'i.a
mion, it 16 wwae, dorifinned el eopreased Ay fegvaludios enactieeiits, is
binding.  The constibution ad Jaw are the vowce of the people,
amd e suproinely obfigatery gpon all. We can recogrise mo
other voise than this,  Buy our encwics woold drecive os by
ehansing the names of things. What the constitution aod lawe
forbid theen to touely, they would take away by thai which they
call public opinion.  What ! shall the people bear Seoans vs, with
onie Tiand, thol whieh they have Treely piven we with the other?
Whal mitters it whethir we are bound with chuins of iron er
stevh ] [Fweare to be slaves, what malters ot by what icans we
are deprived of fiberty ! Will the yoke of tyranny b o, e tole-
bl to bear when it i fustened g our necks by poblie opinion
If our rights are 1o depend wpen the fuctnating spimives of e
imbabitants of the ville, connty, or statn whoee we reside, then in-



