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Prefatory.
o

“ ANYBODY," said an astute lawyer,
addressing the jury to whom the
opposing counsel had reflected upon inac-
curacies in the spelling of his bricf—" any-
body can write English corvectly, bul surely
a man may be allowed fo spell a word in
two or lhree different ways if he likes!”
This was a claim for independence of
action which so commended itself to the
Jury that it won e verdicd for his client,



6 Prefatory.

The same plea may be coustdered in regard
to the truly wonderful way in which the
molher-fongue is often writlen, by the edu-
cated sometimes as well as by the unedu-
cated.

A man, it may be urged, has a vight
to spell as he chooses, and io express his
ideas, when he has any, as best ke can;
while, when he suffers from a dearth of
those rare articles, he has still more rea-
son lo rejoice tn liberty of choice in vespect
o the language ke selects to cover his pov-
erty of thought. Hence there are doubt-
less good and sufficient reasons for every
specimen of *“English as she is wrole
which it #s the object of this little book to



