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CHAPTER XXV.

THE INDUCTIONS OF ETHICE,

“ Those empirically-established rules of humen action which are
registered as essential laws hy all civilized oations: that is to say—
the gencralizations of expediency.”

I, TEE CONFUSION OF ETHICAL THODOGHT.

111. Let us contemplate some of the chief factors of the
ethical consciousness, and observe the seta of conflicting
beliefs and opinigng geverslly resulting from, them,

112, Originally, ethies has no existence apart from
religion, which holds it in solotion. In the first stage of
religion thoe ghosts of fathers and other relstives are pro-
pitiated by the members of each family; with the establish-
ment of chiefs there arises s spocial fear of their ghosis,
with the resulting offerings, eulogies, prayers, and promiges.
On paessing from these cazes, in which the required subordina-
tioh i shown exclusively in ohservances expressive of reve-
rence, to those in which there are commands of the kind
called ethical, we find that the propriety of not offending
God is the primary reason for fulfiling them.

113. The conceptions and feelings conspicuous in ancient
cpics and histories have continued conspicuous during the
course of social evolution, and are conspicuous still. If,
instead of asking for men's noménal code of right and
wrong, we seek their real code, we find that in most minda
the virtues of the warrior take the first placa.

114, Buat though for the defence agninst, and conguest
of, societies, one by another, injurious actions of all kinds
have been needfnl, actions of an opposite kind have been
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needful within each society. Communities have habitually
established for themselves, now tacitly and now avowedly,
here in rudimentary forma and there in elsborated forms,
sete of commands and restrainie conducive to internal
friendship. Without conformity to these codes there must
result social dissclution,

115, Ae the ethics of enmity and the ethics of amity
have thus to be simulianecoualy entertained, there is formed
an assemblage of niterly inconsistent pentiments and ideas,
Tts components can by no possibility be harmonized, and
yet they have to be all sccepted and acted upon. Every
day exemplifies the resulting contradictions, and men’s
contentment under them.

116. Side by side with these ethical conceptions has
been slowly evolving a conception derived wholly from re-
coguition of naturally-produced consequences. The gradual
rige of an utilitarian ethics was indeed inevitable.

117, Yet & forther origin of morsl dictates has arisen
gimultaneonsly. The discipline of social life has produced
in men conceptions and emotions which issue in a liking for
oonduet favouring social welfare and an aversion to conduct
at variance with it. A moulding of human nature mani-
fesily furthered by eurvival of the fittest.

118. Buch being the conflict of codes and conflict of
sanctioms, what must be our next step? Wo must leok at
the actual ideas and feclinga concerning conduct which men
entertain, apart from established nomenclatures and current
professions. We shall then find that the confasion of
ethical thonght is even greater than we imagine,

. WHAT IDEAS AND SENTIMENTS ARE ETHICAL,

119. The need for grestly widening the current concep-
tion of ethics is, that thers are large closses of actions
which excite ideas and feelings undistinguishable in their
esscotial patures from those to which the term ethical is
conventionally limited.
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120, Among uncivilized and semi-civilized peoples, the
obligations imposed by cumstom are peremptory. The
universal belief that sach things ought to be done, is not
nsually made manifest by the visiting of punishment or re-
probation on those who do mot conform, because noncon-
formity iz ecarcely heard of. How intolerable to the
general mind is breach of usages, is shown occasionally
when & ruler is doposed and even killed for disregard of
them : & sufficient proof that his act is held wrong. Many
instances might here be given of acts which do viclence
to our moral sentiments, yet are associated in the minds of
other races with feelings and idens not only warranting, but
enforcing them. They are fulfilled with a sense of obligs-
tion; and non-fulfilment of them, regarded as a breach of
duty, brings condemnation snd resulting self-reproach.

121. As ideas of duty and feelings of obligation cluster
round customs, so they cluster ronnd the derived laws,
Not only does thore sriee a consciousness that obedience to
each parficulsr law is right, and disobedience to it wrong,
but eventnally there arises a conseionsness that obedience
to law in general is right and discbedience wrong.

122, Henes, to treat the subject scientifically, we must
disregard the limita of conventional athics, and congider
what are the infrinsic natares of sthical ideas and sentimenta.

123, Where the conscicusness of anthority, of coorcion,
and of public opinion, combined in different proportiouns,
result in an idea and » feeling of obligation they must be
classed as ethical, or rather as forming & body of thonght
and feeling which may be called pro-ethical; and which,
with the maes of mankind, stends in place of the ethieal
properly so-called,

124. For the ethical sentiment and idea, properly so-called,
are independent of the ideas and sentimenta of cbligation,
This feeling retires to the backgronnd ms right actions
become gpontanscus. We will now go on to consider only
the phenomena presemted by the pro-sthical sentiment
under its various forma.



