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“ACCEPTED IN THE BELOVED."

“aving predestinated us unto the adoption of children
h_'r W estnn Uhipdel Lo ]|i||'|$-;'|f', |I.|.'-I.'I'J|"I.|I.:|:Ir=r Laa 1{".' g-.:-.'nd lltt"-.'lﬁu]"ql
of bis will, to4lie prafee of the glory of iz graco, whorein
He hath miade ws aeveptod in the Beloved."—Eru. 1. 5 6.

i One of the Llessines of Asher is that he
MY ghall be acceptable to his brethren. A
thrill of joy ran throngh the heart of Nabals
wife when David received her present and said,
“Go up in peace to thy honse ; gee, I have
hearkened to thy voice, and accepted thy person.”
And it was one of the many crowns of gladness
npon the head of that man of sorrow, Mordecai,
that he was “ great among the Jews, and aceepted
of the multitude of hiz brethren.”

But scceptance with our brethren 18 as nought
compared with being accepted of God. There will

PRyl T iz a pleasant thing to be accepted of men.
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be no stability Lo the favour in which we may be
keld by men, except it rest upon acceptance with
God., Tt was o kingly blessing wherewith Araunah
as o king did Vless the king :  The Lord thy God
accepk thee” (2 Sam, xxiv.23).

The blessing of Naphtali—*0 Naphtali, satisfied
with favour, and full with the blessing of the Lord ™
—precedes the acceptablencss to his brethren which
was promised to Asher and his tribe {Deut. xxxiii.
25, 24). The apostle observes this order—* accept-
nble to God, and approved of men * (Rom. xiv. 18),
cven as Jesms @ grew in statare, and in favour with
tiod and men.”

Acceptance with God, however, has from the
bieginning been striven after by wvain oblations.
Cluin sonzht it by bringing for an offering the
frnits which he, a fallen crentuve, had obtained by
the sweat of his brow from &n earth acoursed for
hig father's gin,  And his pharisaic children from
generation to generntion have {ollowed in his steps,
although prophets and npostleshave testified against
them: “When they fast 1 will not hear their ery ;
and when they offer burnt-offering and an oblation,
[ will not accept them.”  * Will Ile regard yonr
peraons ¢ eaith the Lord of hosts. Who is
there among you that wonld shut the doors for
nonght ? neither do ye kindle fire on ming altar
fur nonght, 1 have no plessure in you, saith the
Lamal of howta, neithier will [ accept an offerine at
your hand” *Thuos bave they loved to Wll.]]&ﬂ']‘,
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they have not refrained their foel ; therefore the
Tiord doth not accept them,” “Woe unto them !
for they have gone in the way of Cain ™ (Jer. xiv. ;
Mal. i. ; Jude 11).

Bot while his elder brother was rejected, Abel
was accepted, becanse he eame nnder the cover of
another's blood : clothed in the gpotless righteous.
ness of the Lamb of God, whose atoning sacrifice,
however dimly, he by faith foresaw, “@y jfuith
Abel offered unto Ged a more excellent sacrifice
than Cain.”

God's true children too often fall into the way
of Cain. The foolish and bewitched Galatians,
havingr begron in the Spirit, songht to be perfected
in the fesh ; and who is Lhere whose countenance
has not fullen, when unto him sed unto his offer-
ing God had not respect, becanse he came uot with
it in the only name of Jeens 7 TFrom frst to lust,
to the praise of the glory of his graee, God hath
made us secepted enly in the Beloved.

It is o life-long work to learn that loving lesson,
that we nre complete in Iim ; and yet in many u
similitude the Spirit epeaks it to ns through his
Word.

God tanght it in rather & humbling way to Jub's
three friends, when be gaid to Eliphas the Temanite,
“ Take nnto you now seven bnllocks and seven rams,
and go to my eervant Job, and offer np for your-
selves & burnt-offering ; and my servant Job shall
pray for you ; for kim il T aceepl: lest T deal
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with yon after your folly, in that ye have not
gpoken of Me the thing which is right, like my
gorvant Job.®  (lod wonld not look at them as they
were in themselves ; bub for the eake of Job He
would aceept them, *“He hall pray for you, and
him (hiz pevson) will T aceept.” The friends of
Jesme do not alwava speak of God the thing which
is rieht, as did his elect and righteons Scrvont,
the Perfect and Upright Man Christ Jesus, who
fenred God and eschewed evil; and God the Judge
of all must denl with them according to their folly,
were they not accepted in the Beloved, who ever
liveth to make intercession for them, snd whom He
will nevept,

The thonrhts entertained of Job by his three
friecnds were just thore of Isrnel toward Jesos:
“We did esteem Tim stricken, smitten of God,
and aflficted.”  They thonght of him somewhat ae
the barbariana thouzht of Paul, ¥ No doubt this
man is & marderer, whom, thongh he hath escaped
the sen, vengennes enflereth not to live™ Dot God
jmstifics nnd glorifies Job, giving him twice as much
a8 he had Deforve ; and when, convinced of their
folly, Eliphaz and hiz companions humble them-
gelves before Job and confess his righteonsness,
they lend an ndded lustre to his glory, and God
accepts them in his servant Job, to the praize of
the glory of his grace. Cod has justified and
glorified his Son Jesns, and given him twice an
much s He had before—hos added to the glory
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which He had with the Father before the world
was, the glory due to the Faithful One, who with
mfinitely more truth than Job could say, “Though
He slay me, yot will T trust in Him ;" and who said
upon the crozs, “ 0 my God, [ ery in the daytime,
but Thou hearcst mot ; and in the night season,
and there is nothing done to eanse me to be silent:
but Tuou art koly”  (Ps. xxii.)

His friends were they who had continoed with
Him in his temptations {Luke xxii. 28), though
they often doubted and misnnderstood Him, and
judged Him wrongfully; vea, forsook and denied
Him in the hour of his need ; but they are his
friends, and when they bow before Him are they
not accepted for his sake ¥ Yea, verily. When
Thomas Didvmus, the donble-minded and unstable
man, has seen the opeced side of Christ, and eried,
“My Lord and my God ! the Father regardz him
not according to hiz former unbelicf, but accepls
him for the sake of hiz Beloved Son ; and who
ghall meazure the prace wherewith the God of
glory graces him who worships as hizs Lord and
God the rejected Son of his love ?

Who can cstimate the value in the sight of God
of Peter's testimony to his Lord #— Who did ne
gin, neither was guile found in his mouth; who
when He was reviled reviled not again ; when He
snffered, He threatened not ; but committed Him-
self to Him that jndgeth righteously: who his
own self bare our sius in his own body on the



H " ACCEPTED IN

tree, that we, beinr dead te sins, should live unto
righteousness ; by whose stripes we were healed.”

Every word was a blow in the face of his own
golf-love, and sprang from the recollection of his
grievous fall ; for guoile had been found in Peter's
mouth ; when reviled he reviled again ; when he
enffered he not only threatened but need his sword,
because he committed not himezelf to Him that
judeeth richteously. The wonderful emphasis of
that imperishable sentence—* who fus own  self
bare oy ging in iz eien body on the tree,” has a
force from Peter’s lips which no other apostle could
have given it; for it was written, we cannot doubt,
in vivid remembrance of that night on which, after
Josus had washed Peter's feet, the eelf-confident
dizciple declared, 1 will lay down my life for fhy
gake,” and redecmed his promise by thrice denying
Him before the cock crowed in the morning, Now
FPeter denies himeelf, for he has found that althongh
he must follow Him *afterwards,” hiz Lord must
firat lay down hiz life for Peter’s sake, before the
dizeiple ean lay down his life for Mim. Did the
righteous Mather regard Peter secording to his own
merit, either when he denied his Lord, or when he
wrote that wonderful ascription to his praise ? or
doea ITe accept him according to the excellence of
Him “who Afs oren self” bare owr sins in Ais cuon
body on the tree™?

God loves to hear from human lipe the praises of
his Boen 5 and the poor lost one who looks to the



