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INTRODUCTION,

Tursx may be no loeality combining more gemeral interest
for the pleasure-seeking tourist than the Waxrre Morwranda.
Here avery season thousands eome from different climes, on &
pilgrimags, that they may pay most worshipful tribute in
epirit-feli wonder, and songs of praise, My apology for
atbompting to originate snd compile the following pages, is
#he belisf thut tha curipgity of the trayelling pablie requires
s work embodying my design, The peneil of ©* Oakes ™ and
the pen of ¢ Backett* have nicely defined every explored
locality, intercatingly conmected with the partioulsr geography
of these mountning; bemides which, the number of those
may be oalled *f lagion ' who have made funcied famous
record for the world of their Whits Mountain impressions,
These moumiaing ave & fadalsss pictursd page in Natare's
wonderful book, — or a gigantio menumemt of yaina formed
by an overwhalming change, that widely digfigured the orig-
nal geological formation of this wild region ; snd as & mamsive
Tock-shadow in a strange land, is to a journey-sick pilgrim
with & gushing cold-water spring by his foet, 0 my impres-
sioms of thess famoos *f old peske ' now rise to my sight.
An ambitiouy presence in faney s with me now, with & voics
saying, like s prophetic whisper from ©* (Fheistland,"’ @ K-
cuie from the twilight of forgetfulness the Hisrorious Brizcs
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¥I INTRODICTION.

oF 1ER Waite Moowrames [ " Thae ewricus dala of olden {imos
— the eatiguities of this ancieatly named Agiochook, with
the statistical facts of modern origin, nocomary for & concise
history of ¢ tfese beld ofd Aeady of nafure ' — have never been
tangibly oombined. The triala and daring exploits of the
fearlesa adventurers, whoe in other days filled the historic
blank of this ronowoed locality, are rich with raritiea for a
work of intersat to the reading world. Their life-relics have
twined around them, by traditionary remembrance, pleasant
asmociations of undecayable intorcst. 'We may for futuro
visions guze hack from the cloud-sapped crage into the valley
of the puat, und rescee from the obliviowe mist of yoars the
oral monnments, thet, tinciured by the life-pasgion of times
long goma, linger like vigions of light opon the map of
mumﬂr}r.

Vanity is mot the power that prompte me to desire auccess
in thig tnak ; bt pa ekorm and timo ecover the names chisellad
upon the top crag of Mount YWashingbon with moee, so,
with & round of yesrs, ¢ Old Mortality ™ shonld come, to

brighten up the votleea of tho past, snd cutulogue new

wrents with the re-chiselled.

Tha antiquarisn oolleaticns of intereeting facts, fonnd in the
library of tho Mossnchueetta Hisborieal Bocioty, having beam
open to my inguiry, my humbls tributa of respect is dus that
society for the arrangement by which my research has been
favored ; end their nagistant librarian, Joho Appleton, MDD,
ia, for hig politenes Lo wo 88 B etranger, dewrving my last-
ing gratitude. The kindnes of J. M. Rix, Eaqg., of Lancas-
ter, in giving me fee necess to his library of choies books, is
happily remembured. N. Noys, Eaq., of Buston, and B. F.
Whidden, Eaq., of Lanecaster, have my mincere thanks for
apgisting mo in obtaining the fcte hers registered, from the
moet suthentic records. J. H. 8

Eangaster, June, 1535,



PREFACE T0O THE THIRD EDITION.

Ir offering the third edition of the HisToRricaL
Revrcs or THE WHITE Mouwrarws, I have made
an effort to meet in B eatisfectory manner the gques-
tions of the thousands who comwe here to while away
8 time in this favorite resort. T feel under a debt
of pratitude to Professora Clark and Tuckerman, of
Amherst College, for their politeness in furnishing me
a completo lise of all the plaots astural to the Al
pine regions of the White Mountainee 1 confidently
believe now this book containg mory reliable informa-
tion tham sny other book yet puoblished in regard to
the White Mountaing; and, in i present colarged
form, I trust i3 merita will be duly appreciated, and
may it meet & generous reception from those who visit
thiz justly popular pluce of reagrt!

THE ATUTHOR.

Morwe Wagemwenom, Anguat 18, 1663,






