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| stand ready to confoas Lo the forementioned Divines,
if they can maintain their peculiar notion of freedowm, con-
sisting in tha self-determining power of the will as neges-
sary to moral agency, and can thoroughly establish it in
bave an impreguable castle, o which they mey repsir,
and remain invingible, in zll the controversics they bave
with the Reformed Divines concorning oviginal sin, the
aovereignty of grace, election, redemption, conversion, the
efficacions operation of the Holy Spint, the nature of saving
faith, perseverance of the saints, and other principles of tha
like kind."—Fowanps, On Original Sin, Pack IV., chap. &




PREFYACE.

Auxip the manifold discussions already existing
concerning the Freedom of the human Will, this
contribution to the controversy may be regarded
- by many az altogether unnecessary and wain,
Btill, the guestions inveolved are of peremnial
interest, and also of deeisive importance in all
geientific, moral, and theological t-htmgl:rﬁ 3 and,
therefore, demand remewed conmuleration. Be-
tween the Theistic and the non Theistic Scientist,
with their widely different theoretic oaophies
of the wniverss, the generic point of divergenes is
fonnd in the mind of man as free, or not free from
an abaolote necessitation in thought, feeling, and
volition, For if there iz no om in the mind
of man, theres is no freedom of mind in the universe,
—no God, rationally conceivable. Freedom of Will
0z & fact in mun is the only rational basis on which
the Theistic interpretation of the universe is pos-
sible, The conception of God as the Personal, and
Free, First Cause, determinating movements for
an end, is the rational implicate of the conseious-
nees of the fact in man that he himeelf is & personal,
free, first cause of cortain movements for given
ends, Apart from this fuct in man's conaciousness,
the conception of God swims in the nir, a bage-
Jesa imagination. Therefore, the great guestion
between the Theclogian and all Materialista and
non-Theistic Bcientists, resclves itself ultimately
into this,—is the mind of man, as we know it in
man, free or not fres, at least in some respeots,
from absolute necessitation? For o free, personal
man, and the Free, FPersonal God, stand or fall
together in rational thought.



Yi PREFACE.

As between Theolog themselves, their doe-
trinal conceptions of and their principles of
Divine moral government, are theoretically deter-
mined, as the great Edwards clearly saw, by their
Wﬂ ag the human Will. The distinetive

vinian dogmas concerning God and His moral,
and Christian governments, are based on the
human Will as determinated absolutely in all
its choices according to the Divine decree which
fore-ordains all events material and spiritual. But
if m“t.;i,? ‘E]'i]] iihft‘&e,haflﬂ i not cousally deter-
mina en the whole conception iz changed
and the distinetive doctrines of the Calvinian
system are convicted of gravest error.

FPresident Edwards wrote his celebrated Tnguiry
as the philosophical defence of the peeuliar doc-
trines of Calviniam ; in defence of Human Frecdom
this volume has been written. The {:-i.nuigl
arguments of Tresident Edwards bave been fol-
lowed ; partly because they are extensively sup-
posed to be, if not unanswerable, ab least as yet
unanswered, and partly because he has raised the
questions of chief interest and decisive importance
to Theologians in their reapective doctrinal systems.

Those who wish to see s more extended examin-
ation of the Necessitarian theory, and one of the
ablest defegees of Human Freedom, may consult
H, P. Tappan's Trealise on the Will. To Dr.

this writer ex hia heartfelt obliga-
tions for having been delivered in early life from
the ities and moral chaos in which he was
involved by the work of Edwards. :

With some fears and hesitations, is this little .
book sent forth, But such as it is, let it go, and
ﬁkuitb&u can for Humsn Freedom and for
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