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2 ENGLISH SURNAMES,

Croce (Holy-cross) were 8o denominated from ome of
their ancestors having brought the wood of the true
eross into Italy. In many instances the name haa
survived all remembrance of the circumstance in which
it originated. Beayfoy, for example, was perhaps given
primarily to & vassal who had shown some particular in-
stance of fidelity to his fendal superior ; while Malfeyth
may have been attached to one who had been guilty
of an act of treachery. Makepeace, again, was pro-
bably assigned to & person who had officiated as a
mediator between two hostile parties. In many cases,
however, the memory of the event has been transmitted
to our own times by tradition or setual record, and
guaranteed by the heraldric ensigns of the family. Im
general the cvent redounds to the prowess and valour
of the original bearer, either at the Norman Conguest,
in the Crusades, or some other military expedition ;
though occasionally it rather reflects disprace. Many
of the names which have been given to foundlings be-
long to this chapter. A fow have relation to feudal
tenures,

Among the surnames snid to have originated at the
hattle of Hastings, and shortly afterwards, are those of
Fortescue, Eyre, and Osborne,

The name of Forrescue is said to have been be-
stowed on Sir Richard le Forte (the strong '), one
of the leaders in the Congueror's army, who had the
good fortunme to protect his chief at the battle of
Hastings, by bearing before him a massive ercw or
shicld. The noble family descended from this person-
age use, in allusion to this circumstance and to their
name, the punning motto,— Jforte-Srutum salus
Bucum—=* A atrong shield is the safety of com.
manders.”
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The following traditionary anecdote belongs to the
same date, and scconnts for the name of Evee :

* The first of this family was named Truelove, but at
the battle of Hastings, Oct. 14, 1066, William was
flung from his horse, and his helmet beaten into his
frce, which Truelove observing, pulled off, and horsed
him again, The duke told him, * Thou shalt hereafter
from Truelove be called Eyre (or Air), becanse thon
hazt given me the air T breathe” After the battle,
the duke, on inquiry respecting him, found him severely
wounded (his leg and thigh having been struck off),
erdered him the utmost care, and, on his recovery,
gave him lands in Derby in reward for his services,
and the leg and thigh in armour, cut off, for Aiz cresi,
an honorary badge yet worn by all the Eyres in
England.”™*

There iz more of romance than trath in this story,
for it must strike the reader as very remarkable, that
the personage of whom it is related—ea Norman born
snd bred—shonld bear a cognomen so very English ns
True-love. The singular crest borne by his descend-
ants must have originated from some more recent
occarrence, a3 srmorial hearings were wmot used for
many years after the battle of Hastings. Still there
may be some foundation for the tradition. The fol-
lowing has more appearance of credibility ; while it is
unfortunate that the name to which it refers was borne
a3 a Christian name much earlier than the date of the
oceurrence.

“ Walter, 8 Norman knight, and & great favourite of
the king (William the First), playing at chess with thet

king on s summer evening, on the banks of the

* Thorpe's Catalogue of the Deeds of Battel Abbey, p. 106, nots.
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Quse, won all he played for. The king threw down
the board, saying he had nothing more to play for.
* 8ir,’ said Sir Walter, “here is land.'" There is 80,
said the king, ‘and if thou beatest me this game also,
thine be all the land on this side the bourne or river,
which thou canst see as thou sittest’ He had the
good fortune to win; and the king, clapping him on
the shoulder, said, * Hemceforth thon shalt be called
Qusebonrne.! Henee it ia supposed came the name of
Osborne. ”*

As I give my aunthorities for these anecdotes, the
burden of proof does not rest with me, And even
if the reader should deem some of them destitute of
any foundation in truth, he will perhaps agree with
me that they are worthy of preservation as curigus
legenda.

Among the Anglo-8axon families who resisted the
dominign of William, that of Bulsfrode is said to have
been conspicuons,

The head of that family was despoiled of his estate
by the vietorious Norman, who presented it to one of
his own followers, and furnished him with a body of
men to seize it by force. The Sazon called in the ad
of some of his neizhbours to defend his ancestral acres,
and intrenched himself with an earthwork, which still
exists to attecst the truth of the story. It happened
that the besieged posseased mo horses, so that they were
fain to bestride certain bulls which they had brought
together within the inclosure ; and thus mounted they
made & sally, and - completely routed their assailants,
The king hearing of this gallant exploit, desired to see
the herves who had achieved it. The Baxon and his

# Life of Corinna,  Pege's Curialia Miscellanes, p. 319.
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seven sonsg, therefore, once more bestrode their bulls
and proceeded to court, when William was so much
delighted with the interview, that he permitted them
to remain in undisturbed possession of the estate.
Hence they acquired the name of Bull-sfrode !  * Cock
and Bull!1” will probably escape the lips of the reader
at the perussl of this story, since Bulstrode is a local
surname borrowed from the parish in Buckinghamshire
where this marvellous victory is alleged to have taken
place.

The following ia said to be the origin of the surname
of Tynre: In the year 1192, at the battle of Ascalon,
a young knight of the noble house of Arundel, clad all
in white, with his horse’s howsings of the same colour,
e gallantly distingwished himself on that memorable
field, that Richard Ceeur de Lion remarked publicly,
after the victory, “that the maiden knight had borne
himself as a lion, and done deeds equal to those of six
croisés [crnsaders], wherenpon he conferred on him for
arms, “ a lon gules on & field ergent, befween gix cross-
lets af the first,” and for motto, Tyncfus eruore Saraceno;
* Stmined, or dyed, with Saracen blood.” Hiz descend-
anta thence assumed the surname of Tynie, and ssttled
in Somersetshire.®

The name of Lockhart was originally given to a fol-
lower of Sir James, Lord TDouglas, who accompanied
him to the Holy Land with the heart of King Hobert
Bruce. In consequence of this event, some branches
of the family bear » padleck enclosing s heart in their
srms.

The thrice illustricus surname of PrawTtacexer,

* Burke's Comimoners, vol, iv.
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borne by eight successive kings of England,* originated
with Fonlques or Fulke, Count of Anjon, who flourished
in the twelfth centory. This personage, to expiate
some enormous crimes of which he had been guilty,
went on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and wore in his cap
as a mark of his humility, a plonfa genista or broom-
plant (which waa sometimes used by his descendants as
a crest), and on that account was surnamed Plantagenet.
The ancient English family of Broome are said to be
lineal descendants of this nobleman.

The surname of SrmonaIiMawvs, or Sirong-hand,
applied to William de Albini, Earl of Arundel, which
did not, like the preceding, become hereditary, origi-
nated, according to Dugdale, in the following manner:

“ Tt happened that the Gueen of France heing then
& widow, and a very beantifnl woman, became much in
love with a knight of that country, who was a comely
person, and in the flower of his youth; and because
she thought that no man exeelled him in velour, she
caused a fournament to be proclaimed thronghout her
dominions, promising to reward those who should exer-
cise themselves therein according to their respective
demerits ; and concluding, that if the person whom she
s0 well affected, should sct his part better than others
in those military exercises, she might marry him with.
out any dishonour to herself, Hereupon divers gallant
men from forrain parts hasting to Paris, amongst others

* Some authorities deny this, and allege that these soverelgns never
ured it. Trug; but this dors not prove thet Plentegenet wan mot their
réal family nams. Her Majesty Queen Victoria hes no oceasion what-
ever for & surname (the design of which is to distinguish one family from
snother), and therefors it might with equal foree be argued that ber family
name is mot Guelph. Non-use does mot imply mon-possession.



