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THE WIDDER "BITAH'S GUEST

A L

wmHEN people wished to speak of Mrs,
Abijah Jacobs in a way that was at
> once descriptive and polite, tht*}'
called her a “widow lady.” It was univer-
sally felt that the term widow by itself did
not sufficiently indicate that the bereaved
object was an individual of the human spe-
cies, and of the female sex, There were some
who allowed themselves to say “widow
woman,” but these were careless in their
speech, and not to be considered on this
occasion.

In common, everyday tallk, however, Mrs.
Jacabs was always mentioned as the “ Wid-
der "Bijah,” to distinguish her from two oth-
er women who had married men by the name
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of Jacobs in Ransom, and from whom Provi-
dence had wrested their partners,

The Widder 'Bijah was fat and thrifty,
and had a shrewd cast to her right eye which
gave her an appearance of winking sometimes
when she would not have winked for all the
world, It was by reason of the appearance
of this eye that Mr, H. F. Tumer, proprictor
of the ane store at Ransom, a widower—I
am tempted to say a widower gentleman—
was impressed with the ineradicable convic-
tion that Mrs. Jacobs encouraged him even
at the very [uneral of Abijah, on which oc-
casion he acted as one of the bearers. It
is probable that nothing will ever convince
him that he was not winked at at that time,
It is true that when he called, on the strength
of that look, a week or two later, the cold-
ness of his reception was not favorable to
the belief he had formed, Mrs, Jacobs was
hardly civil, and she persevered in that man-
ner on all the occasions when she was obliged
to go to hizstore. Notwithstanding all this,
though Mr. Turner did not again call, with
true masculine seli-appreciation he always
had a firm belief that Mrs. Jacobs really was
fond of him, but that for some reason she
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had made up her mind not to yield to that
fondness, and when this woman had made
up her mind, all who knew her said “it wa'n't
no use.” So H. F. Turner turned his thoughts
towards some one else who, though a good
housekeeper, had not so much of this world's
goods,

In the year following the death of Mr. Ja.
cobs his relict had several oppottunities to
marry again. It appeared to be understood
in the neighborhood that the time to con-
sole a widow was when she was mourning;
it was not wise to wait till she began to “perk
up of her own self,”

But Mrs. Jacobs refused all offers of con-
solation., She said she could take care of
hersell, and she could take care of her farm,
and she guessed somebody else would suit
better.

She went to every service which was held
in the Congregational Church at Ransom.
She was always present at the Tuesday even-
ing prayer-meeting, at cvery * preparatory
lecture,” at the Sunday-school, even at the
choir-meetings, where she sat and heard the
sopranos try to toss their veices entirely out
of reach of the bass and alto singers. She



