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PREFACE.

T ray claint to nothing exeept to following, as Dest I have
been able, M. Clément's thoughts, and putting them into
simple English, In a supplement I bave introduced a few
details of Michelangelo’s private Tife, obtained chiefly from
Mr. Heath Wilson's admirable book, * Life and Worke of
Michelangele Buenareoti,” snd from Dr, Anton Springer's
“ Raffael und Michelangelo.” :
For obvious reasons I have ahatained from any comment.
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ILLUSTRATED BIOGRAPHIES OF
THE GREAT ARTISTS.

b by

NOTICES OF THE PRESS.

B

1. Reprinted from the Tintes, Janunry 22, 1880,

“Few things in the way of small books upon great subjects,
avowedly cheap and necessirily brief, have been hitherto so well
done as these biographies of the Great Masters in painting. They
afford just what a very large proportion of readers in these hurry-
ing times wish to ba provided with—a sort of concentrated food for
the mind. The Lisbigs of literature, howaver, especially in that of
the fine arta, need no amall amount of critical memmen, mnch
experiencs in the art of aystem, and something of the bee.like
ipatinot that guesses vightly where the homey lies. The mere
*boiling dowa ' of great books will not result in giving ve & good
little book, unless the essenca is property diluted and et bafore us
in & form that cen be terdily assimilated, so to epesl, and not in
sn indigestible lump of details. The writers of these biographies
have, on the whols, swoceeded in giving an excellent aperpie of the
puinters and thelr works, and better where they bave adbered to
the lives writfen by acknowledged specialists—euch as M. Vosmaer
for Rembrandt, Poassavant for Raphzel, and Dr. Woltmann for
Holbein, The life of Holbein is by the editor, with whom the



2 Tiiystrated Biographies of the Greal Avtisls.

ides of such a seriee originated, and to whose great experience is to
be atfributad the very valvable copies of all the important pictares
contained in the different biographies. These have been selectad
with great taste and judgment, and being taken generally from less
well-lotown worke by the masters, they enbance the interest and
add much to the pragtical utility of the books. The chronclogieal
Lints of the works of the mnsters are also very useful additions.”

2. Frowm Lo Chronigus des Arts, March 20, 1880,

“A mn prix d'extrdéms bon marché, 4 france environ, en pelits
volumes joliment cattonnés, et ornés de quinze & vingt planches, la
maison Sampson Low, Marston, et Cle, & Londres, o entrepris de
pablier une série do biographies dea gyands artistes, rdsuméen d'aprida
les travanx les plue réoents et lea plus estimés.  Une bibliographie,
une lists des gravares exdoutées par ou d'aprie U'ariiste, une liste de
#zs @uvres on de Jeors prix; ewfin, un index accompagnent ces
résumébs confids & des orivaing distingués versds dans I'histoire de
Tart. Ont paru ou sont en préparation dans cette sério de notices :
Titien, Rembrandt, Raphasl, Yan Dyek ot Hals, Holbein, Tintoret,
Torner, Bubens, Michal-Ange, Léonard, Giotto, Geinsborough,
Velasquez, Pérugin, Reyuolds, Landseer, Delarochs ef Vernet, les
Petit Maitves, lea Peintres de figere en Hellande.

* Pent-dtre la maison Sampaon Low, Marston, ot Cie., devrait-elle
tenter une édition frangnise de ces jolic et intéressants petits
volomes aériensement étadiés, dont la briéveté substantiells et Ie
bon marché devienncnt ume bénddiction par ce temps d'énormes
publications & prix nen moing énormes."—DERANTY.

BAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SBEARLE, & RIVINGTON,
CROWN BUILDINGS, 19, FLEED STREET.



