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CIIAPTER 1.

Jonrney between Hebron and Jernzalem—Ebolklhol—Foun.
tain of Simeon—TIr, Bokiusnt’s Hiblical Researches—
Pools of Solomon—Dethlchein —Franeisear  Convent—
Chapet of the Nalivity- Field of the Shepherds—Welt of
David—Tomb of Hachel— Piain nf Kaphaim—Jernsalem.

Tue road feowm lelrou s you “set your face
towards Jerusalen,” i ougrel wind dreary. The
conntry of the vine, the wulberry, wod fig-tree 1
no more, The richness of enllivation renches oo
turther than about a eouple of miles 1o the north-
wanl of the town.,  What lies befire vou is grawd
in ity outlines, but barren and desolate. A distant
view of Mamre opous fo the rigiat. The lobinson
mistakes where Le says (F Biblical  Hosoorehes,
vol. i, pp. 817 318) that “what the Jews call
the hounse of Abralmmm s at ohood five misutes'
walk from the great highway* between Hebrou
and Jerusalem, in a Dlind path to the right, a
rizht angles ]ﬂu“.u;_'; to Tekua,”  You are nowhers
within more than 2 mile of it.  Ac the end of an
hour and w half the Lidl awd village of Ilhaiklul
VL 1. B



f EHALKHTL,

appear on the tight ;—the Halhul of which the
pook of Joshua H|.'I-'I-.':.LL5 {xv. &8), “ Halhul, Beth-
sury and Gedor,™ (St Jerome; * Onomasticon,’
article * Elul.”)

At the end of hall an hour more, close by the
road, likewise to the right, and on the side of a
ulupmg bauk, with an extensive plain ronnieg inlo
the movntaing in its front, a fine fountain of bright
and sweet water gnshes 1hrth i an abundant stream :
# little plade of close short turf is at the foot of
the bank in which it rizes. Dehind it are some
enrions tombs of very remote antiguity, to all ap-
pearance Jewizh, hewn in the face of the low rocks,
This place is |~J:m1-l- n by the Arbs under the name
of * Afn Simin,™ or the fountain of Simeon. In
the plain in 'II‘-IHII. was fonght {an. 1192-3) a
busttle between Ilichani Cle |:|r1I|;! Lo and Saladin,
in which the Sultan, having by fores] narches
pluaced himself betwesn Richund arul Askalon, from
whence e was ndvaneing on Jerusalem, zuul thus
having threstened to interrupt his supplies, with
great loss of men on the Saracen side forced bim
:||.'| cut bis way through them baek to the sca-line,
which lie pever wore coold leasve; dll, long du—
sertal, amd at last betrayal by Dhilip Jiugmtus of
Pranee, his partuer in the war, the Euglish king,
at the head of the last invading army who kept the
Felid in that eresde, fonmd all his remaining hopes
of sueeess extingruishal,

In entering, tor the first time, the land of the
MNew Testament, o memorable epoch ip life to all
whe visit i, every one, probably, who wonld form
conclusions for himself on questions of fact or lo-
cality, resulves ou some general svstem by which to
aolleet evideree, and try its fmd:l;l’m, rllJ-erh!Ert.



