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PRETACE.

*

Tar volume now offered to the public is intended to
farnish the pupil his first lessons in Latin.  As an Ele-
mentary Drill-book, it aime to pupply & want long felt in
our schools. In mo stage of & course of clussical study is
judicious instruction of maore vital importance than in that
which deals with the forms and elements of the Latin lan-
guage. To the heginner, cvery thing is new, and requires
minute and eareful illastration. He mnst at the very ount-
set becoms so familtar with all the grammatical inflections,
with their exact form and foree, thut he will recognize
thetn with promptness and certninty wherever they ovceur.
He muost not losa time in uwncertain conjecture, whore posi-
tive knowledge alone will be of any real value. Improve-
ment, on this peint is one of the pressing needs of our
schools. This velume 1s intended a3 a contribution to
classical oducation In aid of this particnlar work, It sims
to lighten the burden of the teacher In elementary drill,
and to aid him in grounding his pupils in the first ele.
ments of the Lotin langmage,

It 18 the numistakable verdict of the r_la.uu-mum, that
theory and practies must not bo separated in the study of
language. The true methed of instruction will make am-
ple provision for both, On tho one hand, the pupil must,
by a vigorous use of the memory, become master of all the
grammatical forma and rules; while, on the oiher hand, he
must not be demied the luxury of nsing the kmowledge
which he ig so laborionsly agqu.iﬂn_g.t

To this just and nrgent demand of the class-room, the
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suthor’s First Latin Book, published fifteen years since, on
the basis of Dr. Armold's works, owed its origin. For the
favor with which it waa reccived, and for the generouns
interest with which it has so long been regarded, the author
desires hers to express his sinoere thanks to the numerous
classical instruetors whose fidelity in its nse has contrib-
uted so largely to ite suocess. In the convietion, however,
that it hae now done ita appoinied work, he beps Jeave to
offer them the present volume as its puccesser.

The great objection 1o most First Latin Books, that,
however excellent they may be in themselves, they are not
especially adapted to any parlienlar Grammar, ond thag
they aceordingly fill the memory of the popil with rules
and statements which must, as fiur as possible, be wilearned
a8 soon a8 he papacs to his Gramanar, is enfirely obviated
in this volume. All the pammatical portions of it, even
to the numbering of tha aricles, are introdueed in the
exact form and lanpuage of the anthor'®s Grammar. In-
deed, the paradigms are not only the game a8 in the Gram-
mar, but also cooupy the same place on the page; so that
evon the local associations which the bepinner ao readily
forms with the pages of Lis fisst ook may be transferred
directly to the Grammar,

This work is intended to be complete m itselfl It com-
prises a distinet cutline of Latin Grammar, Exercises for
Double Tranelation, Boggostions to the Learner, Notea and
Vocabularies. As so Introduction to the author's Gram-
mar, Iieader and Latin Composition, it discusses and illue-
trates precisely those points which are deemed most essen-
tial as a preparation for the course of study presented in
those works. . .

PROVIDENCE, R.1., Juns, 1560,
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