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MobEeErN SCIENCE AND A NARCHISM,

i

Anarchism, like Socialism in general, ard
like every other social movement, has not, of
counrse, developed out of science or out of some
philosophical school. The social sciences are
still very far removed from the time when they
shall be as exact as are physics and chemistry.
Even in meteorology we cannot yet predict the
weather a month, or even one week, in advance.
It would be unreasomable, therefore, to expect
of the young social sciences, which are con-
cerned with phenomena much more complex
than winds and rain, that they should foretell
social events with any approach to certainty.
Besides, it must not be forgotten that men of sci-
ence, too, are but human, and that most of them
either belong by descent to the possessing
classes, and are steeped in the prejudices of
their class, or else are in the actual service of
the governmept. Not out of the universities,
therefore, does Anarchism come.

As Socialism in general, Anarchism was born
amoeng the people ) and it will continue to be full
of life and creative power only as long as it re-
mains a thing of the people.
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At all times twe tendencies were continually
at war in human society., On the one hand,
the masses were developing, in the form of cus-
toms, a number of institutions which were neces-
sary to make social life at all possible—to in-
sure peace amongst men, to settle any disputes
that might arise, and to help one another in
everything requiring codperative effort. The
savage clan at its earliest stage, the village com-
munity, the hunters’, and, later on, the indus-
trial guilds, the free town-republics of the mid-
die ages, the beginnings of international law
which were worked out in those early periods,
and many other institutions,—were elaborated,
not by legislators, but by the creative power of
the people.

And at all times, too, there appeared sorcer-
ers, prophets, prissts, and heads of military or-
ganizations, who endeavored to establish and to
strengthen their zuthority over the people,
They supported one ancther, concluded alli-
ances, in order that they might reign over the
people, hold them in subjection, and compel
them to work for the masters,

Anarchism is obviously the representative of
the first tendency—that is, of the creative, con-
structive power of the people themselves, which
aimed at developing institutions of common law
in order to protect them from the power-seeking
minority. By means of the same popular cre-
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ative power and constructive activity, based upon
modern science and technics, Anarchism tries
now as well to develop institutions which would
insure a free evolution of society. In this sense,
therefore, Anarchists and Governmentalists have
existed through all historic times.

Then, again, it always happened also that in-
stitutions—even the most excellent so far az
their original purpose was concerned, and estab-
lished originally with the object of securing
equality, peace and mutual aid—in the course of
time became petrified, lost their original mean-
ing, came under the control of the ruling mi-
nority, and became in the end a constraint upon
the individual in his endeavors far further de-
velopment. ‘Then men would rise against these
institutions. But, while some of these discon-
tented endeavored to throw off the yoke of
the old institutions—of caste, commune er
guild—oaly in order that they themselves might
rise over the rest and enrich themselves at their
expense ; others aimed at a medification of the
institutions in the interest of all, and especially
in order to shake off the authority which had
fixed its hold upon society. All reformers—
political, religions, and economic—have belonged
to this class. And among them there always
appeared persons who, without abiding the time
when all their fellow-countrymen, or even a
mainrity of them, shall have become imbued
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with the same views, moved onward in the
struggle against oppression, in mass where it was
possible, and single-handed where it could not
be done otherwise. These were the revolution-
ists, and them, too, we meet at all times,

But the revolutionists themselves generally
appeared under two different aspects. Some of
them, in rising against the established authority,
endeavored, not to abolish it, but to take it in
their own hands, In place of the authorty
which had become oppressive, these reformers
sought to create a new one, promising that if
they exercised it they wouald have the interests
of the people dearly at heart, and would ever
represent the people themselves, In this way,
however, the authority of the Casars was estab-
fished in Imperial Rome, the power of the
Church rose in the first centuries after the fall
of the Roman Empire, and the tyranny of dic-
tators grew up in the medieval communes at
the time of their decay, Of the same tendency,
too, the kings and the tsars availed themselves
to constitute their power at the end of the feudal
period. The belief in a popular emperor, that
is, Caesarism, has not died out even yet.

But all the while another tendency was ever
manifest. At all times, beginning with Ancient
Greece, there were persons and popular move-
ments that aimed, not at the substitution of
one government for another, but at the abolition
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