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Boto toe ETalk.

It is & world-wide and world-aged custom of people, to sbuse and
langh at that which they do not understand. It maiters little how
high or how low it may be In the scale of importance, if it only rons
counter to old ideas, iz a little strange or inexplicable. Every new
science has beon langhed at and abused, and every new quack medi-
cing has met the same fate. Men laugh at every new prineipla in so-
ciefy, and at every eccentricity im the individual. If ridicule cannot
crush it out, they adopt the equally insne practice of abuse.

Many new prinolples and suéré habite rest on false foundations, and
gpring from false ideas. They deserve ridicule and abuse. Yet vary
fow of the many who lovel it at them have the right to do s0. If you
bave discovered, and can prove an absurdity auywhere, then langh at
it. If you have found snd demonstrated a falsity, then abuse it. But
the most ridiculons and hateful sight in the world, to & sensible being,
is that of & man abusing or ridiculing a smbject which he does not un-
derstand ; and doing eo, becanse he does not, or, more frequently, be-
cause he cannot understand it. I do not care how deserving a thing
may, in truth, be of such treatment, if one cannot disprove it by faocts,
he makes himself supremely ridieulous by taking refuge in this old-fo-
gyish practice.

VOL. XXV. 7



46 ‘ HOW WE TALK. [Wov.

The poorest of all arguments is a laugh; and the meanest is & mal-
ediction.

College students have some peeuliarities in their habits, in the way
they talk and act, which, of course, draw down upon them the abuse
and ridicule of all outsiders, who know neither the causes which gave
rise to them, nor the wante which they meet. I do not pretend to say
that these peculisrities are entiraly nnobjectionable, or entirely fanlt-
less; but I do mean to say that they have practical and tenable ex-
cuses, and that they do not deserve the ondiscriminating ridicule and
abuse heaped upon them, by those, too, who often forget, when casting
their misailes, that their own houses are largely composed of glass,
similar to that &t which they are aiming.

I wish to say a few words about one, at least, of these peculiarities.
If you sre determined to langh, my friend, T wish you to langh under-
standingly, not open your mouth with the inane, silly giggle, so com-
mon. If your mind is fized upon abusing, I wish you to abose
understandingly, not show & mesan spirit, and acrid heart,and small
mind. I love, and every one loves, to be met with an argument, not
with a sneer.

Btudents have peculiaritles in their speech ; they bave coined a few
words, distinguished rather for their similarity in.sound to the idese
expressed, than for besuty or eloquence. To them has been applied
the name of *college slang,” snd not a fuw people seem tolabor under
the idea that this is so extensive, and so extensively nsed, that the con-
varsatlon of & collegian must be an unknown quantity to any but his
fellows. They preach against it, and ridicule it on this ground.
But, unfortunately, snch discourses are based on a false toxt, and the
tirades are uselest and ridicnlous. The truth is, that there are but
few words peculiar to student language. By far the grester portion
of that which you preach against, my good sir, is borrowed from the
world, outside of college. It dees not spring up here, and is not native
to this sell. What are termed slang phrases, are sproad all over the
country, and few there are who escape entirely their contagion. You
who sbuse us for using them, if you carefully scan your words, will
doubtless find one or two creeping into your own cultivated discourse.
“@Go it blind,” “mind your eye,” ete. ete, are not college phrases,
and we must not, a8 college students, receive eapecial blame for them,
If censure is te fall upon us s a class, it must be given for those things
orlginated by us, and peculiar to us. 'We are not anxions to have the
short somings common to other people laid to our charge slone.
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Bifting ont, then, all phrases which are not native to college, we find
the remainder to be exceedingly small. College ground is not, as
soms think, a soil especially adapted to the growth of such expres-
sions, and it is merely natoral that it should not be. A man’s mind is
supposed to be cultivated, to a certain extent, here, and, in the major-
ity of cases, really is. It is am old truth, that refinement in manners
followa refinement in mind., That roughness and boorishness in speech
ghonld result from four years of mental training, is contrary to nature.

It seems contrary to experience, also. For I belleve that newly
graduated students will be found to uce langnage less marred by out-
of-tho-way expressions than any other class of young men.

Of course, thers i the eame proportion of senseless peraons in col-
lege that there iz elsewhers. Their conversation may be somewhat
profusely interwoven with the few peculiarities in speech which they
are accostomed to use with their follow students. Some of these take
that intemsely ridiculous pride In the abatract fact of belog & colleglan,
which invariably characterizes an exceedingly poor specimen of the
olass. You may see them, any vacation, attempting to tmpress conn-
try relativea and friends with the idea of their peculiar magnificence and
superiority. Unable to prove a title to academic honor by any true exhi-
bition of improvement and acquirements, they attempt to show it by dis-
plays of pomposity and arrogance; by very unnecessary and supremely
sifly nse of college words and Indulgence in eollege costoms. They
ntterly ignore a good old adage which tells us to “act at Rome as Ho-
mans act.” Now it ls surely unfalr to ponr out wholesale censure upon
e clasé becanse a few make langhing-stoeks of themselves. But ab-
surdity Is always mora consplonouns than good sense. 'We notice & fool
wuchk more quickly than a wise man; and so people see such as thesas,
while they leave unnoticed better specimena of the ¢lass, and with an
entirely unwarranted and premature generalization, lay their short com-
ings upen the shoulders of all students.

Now we despise and ridicule such actions with aa much ardoer as any
one, and have no desire to be responeible for thew. I imagive that no
lawyer wishes his profesaion to be characterized by the actions of the
pettifogging rascal, whose office may be next door to him. Yetnots
few persons do this, Many a man considers the whole clasa as lineal
deacendants from the father of Hes. No minister desires to have the
ludierously solemn face and laughter-hating character of some of the
brethren, taken &s the distirotive marks of all. Butit iz an unfortn-
nate idea, which rules in many minds. No dootor is anxious to be
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confounded with the quacks who so abound in these days. Yet many
people class them all under one name. No fair woman loves to be con-
sidered in the same light with the gossipping, garrulons, acrid oldt':'nﬂid
who frequents her sewing society. B4ill there are some men, heaven
help them, who sscribe & like character to the whole sex. I need not
say that snch assertions are unfair, and it is equally unfair to judge all
atudents, as they frequently are judged, by the notions of the worst of
the name.

‘We have, indeed, some odd phrases peculiar to its, which magnified
and distorted, form the objocts at which unlimited ridicule and abuse
are directed. Were they, in reality, 8o numerous and so extemsivaly
osed as many suppose, there would be more reason in sbusing them.
That this is not the case has already been shown., Were they in truth
80 useless and silly as people generslly consider them, there would be
giill greater foundation for censure. But there Is & use in them, and &
reason for them, not entirely to be despised. By no means do all of the
eommon slang expreasions have such excuses, Most are mere vulgar-
ities, uncalled for ejaculations, excrescences in speech, which cannot be
Jjustified by e shadow of palliation. College expressions are not of
this character, nor are college students particularly given to employ-
ing such, - Our peculiar words, with scarce an expeption, express pacu-
lar ideas,—ideas which cannot bo uttered so concisely or cxpressively
in any other way. Every class of men, bound together by & common
purenit, have some ldeas and thoughts te be clothed In words which
are of more frequent oceurrence in their midst than elsewhere. It Is
irksome work and waste of time to express them, frequently as thay
musat be used, in the ciroumloention required by common language. If
some one word can be oolned or adapted which embodies the meaning
concizely and perfectly, it 8 natural to selze upon it. It i matural,
also, to have regard in the selection, to onomatoposia rather than to
beauty. As a consequence, it happens that such words sound, in gen-
eral, somewhat strangely and foolishly to the unaceustomed car. They
meet the want, bowever. They are intended to be used only in con-
versation with the initiated, snd in comnection with the pursuit which
gave rise fo them. Unless a man is an egotist, he will not be forever
barping on the snbject nearest concerning himself, and the necessity
will not often ba pressed upon him of using pecaliar phrases, where
there may be unintelligible and unpalatable. Unless & man is a fool,
he will not he distorting worde out of their true meaning, and apply-
ing them where they do not belong. Both egotists and fools, indeed,
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exist in every class. Their constant uze of these unusual words, in places
where they need not, and ought not to be used, brings a ridicule upon the
words themselves which ought to be given to the person speaking
them, But it is no good reason for the mass to be deprived of a con-
veniemes, becanse a fow abuseit. Becanse some conceited student in-
terlards his eonversation, dering vecations, and in soclety, with college
phrases, it by no means follows that one more senslble should eschew
them when they save both time and trouble:

The fact that these peculiar phrases are so universal among students
ghows that they meet & universal want. German, English, and Amer-
ican universities have all their little vocabulary, which seems an absg-
lute pecessity. One might almost as well recommend a lawyer to
dispense with his Latin terms and technicalities, as ask us to abandon
our old and expressive words. Take thres of the most common in
TYele-student language —the three words ©rush,” *fHunk,” and  fiz.
zle,"—1I venture to say ihat their sound will not prove overwhelm-
ingly disagresable to any person, however shattercd his nervous system
may ba. To our ears they have a significance imexpressible, They
embody shortly and expressively the three grades of recitation. To
express them otherwise wounld require & multiplication of words, both
disagreeable and inconvenient, and no one can blame us becanse we pre-
fer to bear & little deficit in elegance, when there is an immense pain in
convenience. Few, If any, of our words are more objectionable than
these, and all have similar advantages. I helieve that nmone of wa
are ashamed of them. They are connected with all our college asso-
ciations, and are far from proving a blot upon them. No one need fear
that coming years will show us that from them has resulted the least
harm to our use of the good, pure, old English langnage. w. B

@ollege Latos and College Coben.

The relatlons of parent to child presoppose reciprocal duties, which
are af first instinetive or natural, and then moral. No man can deny
that it is the duty of the parent to nourish, protect, and love the child.
No man, that believes in the immortality of the soul, will deny that it
ie also the duty of the parent to do all in his power that is conducive
to its eternal welfare. To fulfil his duties, the parent requires an-



