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DEAR OLD

STORY-TELLERS.

CHATTER 1.
HOMER: TALES AND ROMANCES,

HIE{TGF{? and hetion bave always been

unequal rivals for (avor, and where len
men will read history with sincere inlerest, a
hundred will turn from history to fiction with
relief.

The more closely history adheres to facts, the
less the general reader cares for it The histor-
ical narratives that have been most widely pop-
ular have been those of a legendary character,
The moare unreal, the more romantic the history,

the greater its hold vpon the average reader.
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1 HOMER ) TALES AND ROMANCES

An inability to separate the falss from the true,
the romance from the fact, is characterisiic of

the early chrenicles ef all natiens.  The lively

imagination ef ruder proples ‘o carly imes has
always invested near.y everything with which
they had to do with a veil of remance. Their
relisious rites, their daily tasks, their pleasures
and their pains became mixed with this element
af the unreal.  Heside 1he pods aod goddesses
in whom they belicved and whose bodily appear-
ance gn eurl might be expecied at 2oy moment,
all nature was by their imarination peopled with
mrriad forms, more or less howan i their atir-
Lutes, and more or less — bat usually less —
kindly disposcd towards mankind. A firm beliel
in lhese existences made o love Tor the mar
velous an umiversal thing,  No hero arose bat
that half-miraculows powerss were aseribed to bim,
[ owas net encuch that be omosl he victorious
over his fcllowmen, Te must have zlain giants,
have vanguishaed drsgons or congoered his cne-

mies hy summoning to his aid the mysterions
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