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PREFATORY NOTE.

Im the spring of 1866, a desire was expressed by the Cluss to
have the nuthor’s Lectores on Comparative Anatomy and Zoeology
published for distribution. Nothing definite, however, was determ-
incd opoa until the [ellowing spring, when arrangements were en-
tered into which have resulted in the appesvance of this little
volume. It is in mupy respects zomewhat fuller than a sypopsis,
which, however, in general features, it resembles.  Although pre-
pared in answer to the cxpressed needs of a c'lnss eomposed chiefly
of Medical Bindents, it is hoped that it may ool be without value to
the eullivalors of rational anatony elsewhere.

In the attempt, apparent in different portions of e book, to frame
general delinitions and give brief classilications of anatomical sys-
tems, the anthor is fully aware of the liability to ervor thus fvcurred.
Any conclusions based upon the present state of o science so ae-
tively cuitivated as Comparative Anatomy may oventually prove
of but doubtful ntility, It is casy do group about assumed stand-
points the observations of others, but mere difficalt to preserve in

snch arrangements Lharmony between the old and new facts, In

(iil)



iv FREFATORY NOTE,

proposing guch, the author has been actuated by a sincere desire to
gimplify a confessedly intricate subject.

In conciusion, he wonld desire to express hizs acknowledgments to
Dr. George H. Moro for the contribution of the articles on Hemip-
tera and Canthariz; as well ns to Professors Joseph Leidy, Ed-
ward I Cope, and Heratio C. Wood, Jr., for assistance rendered
while the work was passing through the press.
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