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THACKERAY was ong of the bead of orf eritics. o hod
tha drue snatinct and velich, and fhe wiesly omd
direcimese, necorsary for jual o aroll an hiph eriticiam
the whits Mpht of his intoilect found ils woy indo
this os dnbo cvery vegion of Me werk—Da. Jouw
Brown,

Avrgovan no exhanstive or satisfastory biography of Thackersy
haa hitherto been published, there ean be littls doabt that such
o hook will eventnally appear. Whenever it ases the light, tha
readers of the work probably will find no part of it more interest-
ing then the asconnt of Thackeray’s connexion with art. Written
with sympathy and accuracy, that accouut onght to be as enter-
taining aa & novel, and should bring into clearness and prominence
many facts provicusly left in the beskgronnd.

8Bince Thackeray's death twenty years ago, a great deal has been
written in elneidation of his personal history and genins. Thess
notices, though frequently in all other respects perfectly adequate
and satisfactory, are strangely deficient in any estimate of his
pictorial work ; and eeveral of them contain no allnsion to his
writings om art. It was nob until some three yeard ago, whon the
essay by Mr. Ruasell Sturgis, on “ Thackeray as a dranghtsman,"
waa published in Seribner’s Monthly Magasine, that any distinet
estimate of his powers as an artist appeared, Dr. Jobhn Brown
is one of the few critics who have definitely spoken of Thackeray’s
writings on art, and he hasd eaid, ¥ I¥ would not be casy to tmaging
batler oriticisms of art than thoss from My, Thackeray's hand. His
art ' has ils seal m reason,” and ke i more olijestive, cool, and eritical
then My, Buskin,”



ii 0N THACKERAY AB A% ABTIST ARP ART-CRITIC,

It is well known that Theckersy's feeling for art was precocious.
At a very early age he drew and painted ; the figures of William
Wallace, and of Sir Aymer de Valence (from The Soettish Ohiefa),
drawn by him on the title-page of s Latin Grammar when
he was a boy, have been copied into The Cornhill Magasine
After he sttained distinction as an author, his old Charterhonse
school-fellows remembered the cariestures and sketches thet the
“ rather pretty timid boy " used to execute on the margins and
fiy.Jeaves of books. In the same way enbreqoently he illostrated
his copies of Holinson Crusoe, Rollin's Ancient History, Joseph
Andrews, The Castie of Otranto, end Don Quizofe. Many of these
illustrations are exceedingly homorons {weil conveying the sense
of the text they accompany), and show moreover a gift for
facile drawing. The element of caricatore predominates in
Thackerny’s early pictorial work, and it was in caricature that
bis ability as an artist was always shown. He not only drew
n great deal professionally, but likewise for mere amusement and
for the gratification of his friends. " If I had only," more than
one of these exclaimed to the late Anthony Trollope, ¥ kept the
drawinge from his pen, which uged to be chueleed about sa though
they wers worth nothing !* Mr. Trollope goes on to speak of an
albom of drawings and letters, which in the course of twenty
years, from 1820 to 1849, were despatched from Theckeray to his
old friend Edwnrd Fitzgerald. " Looking at the wit displayed
in the drawings,'” he continues, “I feel inclined to pay that
had ha persisted he would have been & second Hogarth, There
is a series of Ballef scenes, in which Flore o Zephyr are the
two chief performers, which for expression and drollery exceed
anything that I know of the kind* The suggestion of the
possibility of the ariist becoming another Hogarth hed heen made
by Dr. John Hrown, the Beottish humourist, years before Trollope
wrote his biography of Thackeray, and Mr. Hayward in 1848 drew
sttention to Thackeray's Hogarthian talent. “Had he been
apprenticed to Raimbach, the engraver,”™ wrote the anthor of
Hob and Ris Friends, * we might have had another and in some
ways & subtler Hogarth,” and he poes on to extol Thackeray's
invention, his clever representation of character, and his pure love




