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THE DWARTF.

CHAPTER . I.

THE CONFEEEKCE.

-

I was now the Queen's Dwarf. True, the title

might not be sonorous, and the service itself

promised fo be franght with peril; but for

these things I cared nothing. My ambition

was in some measure gratified. 1 was looked

upon, not according to my appearance, but
YoL. IIL, B
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according to my intelleot. I had already
helped to do good service, and hoped to do still
more, and I'was content to bear all, dare all,
and suffer all, in order to werk cut my own
destiny. I thought over the particulars of my
last conversation with the spirited Queen with
singular satisfaction, becanse [ saw, now more
than ever, that in me she recognised a kindred
spirit, and was therefore more likely te receive
me with favor and {reat me with respect. In
what I had said relative to the Hungarians, I.
was confident that I had mede a just
report,

During the many ‘months which Kris- ,
tan and T had spent amongst them, I had
uniformly heard Maria Theresa spoken of with
an enthusiasm about which thore could be no
mistake.

With a sagacity natural to her, she had
‘taken the right road to secure their allegiange,
by recognising their fair claims, and establishing
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their ancient rights and customs on a liberal
basis,

Affer centuries of civil broils and dissen-
sions, during which this gallant people bore
with the utmost impatience the yoke of the
House of Austria, they were now, for the first
time, beginning to be coatent with it, and the
new-found feeling had, in a great measurs,
gprung from the prudent concessivns made by
their new Sovereign, who, 8o far from diminish-
ing her authority by the act, had made it still
more indisputable, by thus yielding freely to
their fair demands. All this T knew, and it
was this knowledge whick had prompted
me to hazard the advice which was so sn-
gularly well faken, both becauso in itsolf it
seemed reasonable, end beozuse it happencd to
be that which the Queen harself had resolved
upon. :

After & period, I turned my thoughts to the
approaching ordeal, in which I was to play a



