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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS,

The treasure of the Saxon Royal Family known
by the name of the “Green Vaults” contains the
most renowned collection of unigque valunables on
the continent of Euwrope snd can for this reasen
only be compared with the famons Vienna Collec-
tion. Tt occuples eight rooms in the Western wing
of the Regal Palace at Dresden. It does not only
comprise the jewelry and the silver plate of the
Boyal Family, but also a great many specimens of
the finest works of art from the end of the 164
to the beginning of the 182 centary. With respect

to the origin of the carions name, which hes
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4 Lntroductory Remarks.

been given to this musenm, it is certain, that this
name did not originate with the celebrated Green
Diamond, preserved in the “Jewelry-Saloon”, be-
causé this name is already mentioped in an old
inventory of the year 1610. There is good autho-
rity for believing that the apartments owe their
name to the original colowr of the Vauolts them-
selves,

The first stock of this choite collection of trea-
gures was lald in the reign of Duke George the
Bearded (1 15639) and the Elector Manrice added
geveral articles well worth having. But it has
been ascertained, that the Elector Auvgustus, who
reigned between the years 1653 and 1588, was
the first, who deposited in these Vaults a vast
collection of various rere and valuable productions
of art, which he partly inherited, partly purchased,
and partly received as presents from other princely
personages. Several clocks and rarities, collected
by him and incorporated in & second mimilar in-
stitate, called the Chamber of Art, are in the
Green Vaolts at present and that is the reason,
why the Elector Augnstue may be juetly considered
as the Founder of the Museum. What this Elector
began, his Boccessors completed and they made
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several important additions to it, but it was not
till the reign of King Angustns the Strong, whose
taste for the fine arts had been cultivated and
refined by travel and study, that the collection
was raised to it2 present state of excellence. Under
the anepices of the illustrioms Sovereign urder
congideration the various objects of the collection
wers re-arranged; in addition to which the rooms
were most tastefully adomed,

Considering the immense number of works of
art and value preserved in the eight rooms of the
Green Vanlts, which have been arranged with re-
gard to symmetry, harmony and elegance, it would
be difficalt and unprofitable to describe every
article minntely, we purpose dilating on such matters
as require an explanation, strictly adhering to the
order in which the articles have been arranged
in the eight rooms. The German catalogue, intitled
“Das Konigliche Griine Gewdlbe zm Dresden, he-
schriehen von Julius und Albert Erbstein® being
of & by far more voluminous character, than the
English “Epitome”, is intended for close study.






THE FIRST ROOM.

PELEINET OF ﬁﬂOans.
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The Cebinet of Bronzes, the first spartment of
Groen Vaalts, mmnas:nnu,ﬂmnp, and M
dii!fmbmsmﬂwa:hdaﬂ,fw most
copies of sacient scalpturea. of the best
wmaymmmmchmuml,mmn
snd John George I, or obtained in the reign of King

EE

We commence with the row on the right hand side.
No. 1. ACrucifix by Giovanni da Bologna (1524 —1608),
the most renowned bronze im this room,
No. 8. A small Ststme of Charles IT., of England,
konown by the name of Bt George and the Dragon.



] Cabinet of Bronzes (Brongerimmer)

the welght 14 pounds.
No. 8. A Dog scratching itself, sald to be made by
Poter Vischer, the famona Nuremberg eculptor (1 1528)

No. 7. A small Russisn Bronze-Crucifix from the year
1721 with a legezd in old Elavonic characters.



