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ADV ENT

TO THE FIRST EINTION.

Tax aocthor renders his thanks to those of his
brethren and fathers in the ministry whe have exam-
ined this work Im maouscript, for their suggestions,
and sobmite it to the public from = regard to their
recommendations.

Bosros, May 20, 1848,

ADVERTISEMENT

TO THE REVISED AND STEREOTYPED EDITION.

Tae first edition of 6000 volomes sold in & fow weeks,
and minee that time orders for it have been recsived by
the Publisher. A desire to supply this demand, eviden-
tial of the esteemn in which the Catechism is atill held
by our churches and their pastors, has cccasionsd mere
Haste, in imening this revised and stereotyped edition,
than was at first anticipated, and has induced its sothor
to put it to press without looger delay.



I¥ ADVERTISEMENT T0 THE REVISED EDITION.

Thoss who have purchased, and are using, the frst
edition, may be gratifisd to learn, that, in the revision
of the work, its plan and sentiments remain unchanged,
and that no alterationa have been made which will em-
barrass them in the use of this with that edition.

The author rejeices in this opportunity most grate-
fully to ackoowledge his obligations to his beloved
father-in-law, Rev. Leonard Woods, . D., of Andover,
to Hev. Wm. Jenks, D. D., of Boston, Rev. Enoch
Pond, D. D., of Bangor, Me., Rev. Ebenezer Burgess,
D. D., of Dedham, Rev. Benoet Tyler, D. D, of East
‘Wiodsor, Conn., Rev. Jacob Ide, D. D, of Medway,
Rev. Reuben Emerson, of South Reading, Rev. Z. B.
Barstow, D. D., of Keene, N. H., and others, for the
important aid which they have rendered him in the
revision of the work; also, to those numerous gentle-
men, both of the clergy and of the lity, who have
forwarded to him their recommendation and soggestions,
as well a8 to editors for their commendatory notices,

Eneeuraged by thess, the anthor proposes to publish,
on & similar plan, ooder the same title, and with =s
little delay ss practicable, a corresponding series of
leseons, much shorier and simpler, for small childrea.

Bosron, July 20, 1840,



INTRODUCTION.

ThaE word cafechism is of Greek origin, and denctes
an elsmen book, in which instroction is given by
quastions soswers. This mode of teach-
ing is 25 old as the churoh, and hes throogh
every period of her history. Moses, foreseeing that
children woald ssk, ** What mean the testimonies, wnd
the statotes, and the judgments™ of the Lord! com
manded their parents and friends to teach them. At
lrdumﬂ-ﬁ,thasummﬁud“inh
temple, sitting in the midet of the doctors, both hearing
them and asking them questions.”’ o this manner, the
catechomens of the earl;;i Christian ﬁ'&npr‘
instruetion preparatory o the enj 1 -

es. Of the Fastern and the Western churches, of

tinmdmharmﬁmmnﬂu[mrﬂthuilhf
fathers of New England, it may traly be said, that each
had n ereed and (mimed & calechism,

But, in the pruvidence of God, it was reserved for the
Amembly which met by order of Parliament July 1,
1843, to prodece and to publish & estechism that ex-

the common [aith of various reformed churches
in England and is America. This most remarks-
ble y convened in 'Westminster in the reign of
Charlea 1., and held most of its sessions in the ¢
of Henry VII. The room was commodious and well
fornished. At the upper end of it, tha modarator coen-
ied an elevated meat with two assistanis, one on his
ﬁgmhmﬁmql:htﬂhuunhum Befors him, and
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INTRODTCTION.

ﬁrnghthummﬂﬂmhﬂ*llughﬂnm
at the upper end of which sal two seribes, aod at the
opposite end ten tes from the House of Lords.
Illhmrnflhu , and on the sides of the room,
arose four or five stages of seats, one above ancther,
On thess were arranged the other members, one fourth
whom were laymen and the rest diviges, whotn
Baxter styles ¢ men of eminent learning, godiiness,
P, Dngnsiaaias Eraitom
rians, Con ists,
Erllh}.l.t:!; in all, one hundred and fifty-one. In five
years, six months, and twenty-two days, they held one
thousand, one hnnd“rﬁ l.h:d aﬁ::ty-thm?_ sespions, g
conference t option of measgres
m of the halhum delivered to the saints, and
ﬁn.- the mew of Christianity.
l'nf public worahip and for
the other uﬂiunl d:manut' clergymen, and a Confession
of Flil-]l with Biblical proofs. They also appointed
two committees, one to express the sobetance of the
Confession in the form of a Shorier Catechism for the
instruction of the young, which was adopted Nov, 5,
1847 ; and the other w produce from that Confession a
]nﬁ;.{hhuchhn. designed to aid public religions
, and sdopted April 14, 1848,
The Shorter Catechism, whc'h waa soon teprinted in
America, in the New England Primer, consists of two
Of these, the first, from the beginning to the
thirty-eighth question and answer, treats of what we
are to believe God, and is doctrinal; the
second ; from the l:hn]'-mnth question to tlu end,
treats nr duties, and i
In the umufthuwlumﬁ,nhuund‘i'h
' er Catechissm only as an outlise of
for the study of the Bible, with which all catschisms,
areads and confessiona, should be earefully mmpuﬂ
sad from which they derive their authority. For such
5 » we think tiint this catechism possessen pecu-
far nng'am FProbably mo human composition will

2,
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betier endure a Biblieal test. It is the creed of

American churches, clerical associations, .
bodies, and theological seminaries. The use of it is
ﬂ]ﬂdlgntﬂudislzl Within a few years, the Massacho-
seita Sabbath School Society, and other voluntary asso-
ciations, have jmblhhaﬂ :mfl cirealated more than =
million copies, in addition to the number which privats
booksellers have published and sold in Amerca, beside
the number circulated in the mother country and in
the British provinces. It is a taxt-book in many Chris-
tian families, and in moset of the Sabbath schools con-
lmdwithébngﬂnimllmdﬁuhym'hnnhumhu.

Around it are entwined many cherished associations
nfehilﬁhﬂ:hulmﬂ. 'I'hﬂ:{pwﬁw%mﬂgpﬂrﬂ
transmit, @ pressrvation of a ]
honor of Christ. To what unhlplﬂuml:bmkm“ln
much indebted! How many has it preserved from error,
snd led to truth, and to the God of Troth!

A desire haa often been ex of late for & concise
and scriptaral exposition of this catechism. In attempt-
ing the work, we have carefully analyzed each answer,
eompared its elements with the Seriptures, and expressed
the result in subordinate questions, answered pnnn{palls
by proof-texis, with such explanation only aa

This Question Book is intended o ccoopy an interme-
diate sphers, between the Shorter Catechism with Bibli-
eal proofs and those larger expositions of the same by
Patereon, Brown, Fisher, Vineant, Willerd, Watson,
and others, with which the anther has earefully compared
the resalts of his labor, and which and instruct
OTs may tably consult in tesshing these lemsons. It
is n to be studied, containing milk for babes and
.a.:.‘wrgdm’ be necessary respecting i A

ma its use. Am n
mn-uiun ﬁu{maﬂuﬂjnfllmalﬂguu.ymng chil-
should commit to memory the Lord's Prayer, in
Mat. 6: D—n,meEmndmnu,inE:.ng::—
17, and & part or the whole of the Shorter Catechism.



