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Futroductory Motc.

A desire having been expressed for a collection of
Crashaw’s non-sacred  pieces, the present volume s
offered as supplying the unuestiohable desfdera i,

For information about the Poct and his works we
would refer the reader o our fuller edition w_-,r_'untl}'-
issued, and for the present occasion confine ourselves 1o
the productions contained hercin, and to what follows as
appendix to this edition of the secular poems.

We can readily understand and appreciate the wish for
the pieces herem contained : productions free  from
gquestionable  theology and  even  guestionable  tasie.
Without breaking {rom our previously expressed opinion
that Crashaw is at his highest in his sacred verse—as
indeed we believe is the opinion of the best critics—
we can yet on several worthy grounds place these
U Delights of the Muses,” for fancy, delicacy, true poetry,
and exquisiteness, 1 a perfect niche of their own; and
while the non-Protestant will poize most those matchless
sacred verses contained in ¥ Carmen Deo Nostro” and
in “5teps o the Temple,” the more general lover of
verse will revel in the ardours and swectnesses of “The
Diclights of the Muses.” True * Delights * indeed | for
who with a receprive soul and delicate sensibility can
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withold their admiration for such pieces as * Music's
Duel " and * ' Wishes," o name only two of the principal
poems of the present publication ?

We would now briefly characterize the pieces herein
contained. Criticism in the follest sense we are com-
pelled to refrain from for several reasons,

The picees bave been grouped naturally or sequentially
together, and we would offer the following remarks as
some slight apology for a foller charactenzation and
criticism of the several groups.

Museds Pwel, though not strictly an original poem, we
could not avoid giving it the primary position in this
book. Did but the reader know its Larn original, he
would cxeuse us had we not the esample of Crashaw's
lirst editor in regard Lo the position of the paem in the
collection.  We might have siven the original Latin
poem herein, but for consideration of space, cte. The
Pogt has transcended his original and made 0fesids fueed
a matvel of sustained vigour, beanty, and music ther
versions are tame Deside this ong, and we would ask the
reader’s forgiveness for dissenting fromi the gentle-souled
Charles Lamb’s estimate of Crashaw's poem, an jmphed
estitnate, et us say, pronounced in his note to Ford's
version (in Lever's Melanckoly) of the same pathetic and
beautiful story.

Yo the Morning and On a fow! Iowning may be
connected as pieces in which our poet deals with nature.
He is more picturesque than descriptive, and an interesting
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comparison might be made betwixt him and his contem-
poraries, Vaughan and Herber, in this connection.

IFishes : a well-known poem, but in an abridged form
as given in several of our best anthologies.  The reader
we hope will prefer itin its entirety as herein printed, in
spite of certain editors’ clnms that they have brought it,
Ly condensation, into better lyrical unity. When the
thoughts of such a poet are precious, we are loth to lose
a single line. It 1s Crashaw's best love pocm, and fitly
heralds forth bis cxquasite Leve's Horosape, the last two
stanzas of which are a perfect marvel of verbal melody.

The Elegiac Voems und Lpitaphs are worthy of cspocial
note among Lhe terature of his (Crashaw's) time. They
display true feeling, grace, fancy, and truth, while most
of his contemporarics wrote theirs from the huad ruther
than the heart, The pocms on Herrys we would draw
especial attention to in this regard.

The collection of Translations (for the frsl time
grouped together) need ool be specially commented
upon.  They are worthy of the Poet of Muse's Dued,
and that 1s no small praise.

The Epigrams—especially  that on Ford's ®Two
Tragedies "—arg surely pointed and excellent.

That hardly covers the entire ground, but we desire to
be brief, and not speak with too great authority upon any
of these productions.  Qur few remarks are merely
intended to whet the appetite of the preface-reader for
the entite feast, and we wish him an intellectieal repast in



