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INTRODUCTION.

A HISTORICAL SKETCH

PARQCHIAT, SCHOOL SYSTEM IN HOLLAND
E.UBSEqm:ﬁT T THE BEFGEMATION.

BY REV. THOMAS DE WITT, D. D

Tem volyme pives the History of the Hehool of the He-
formed Drateh Chuned i thid sity, ss far s it can bs ascsrtained
- from eurviving doouments in parions sources.  This school was
oc-eval with the first settloment by Hollahders bere, and has
contirned, to the pressnt time, sn imstromant of mnch good
in training the childeen, sspaciallp of the poorsr class, under
& direet religious influence. It Bas proved, under the Divine
bleming, & nureery to the Church, gatheting many into her
communion ; and it has introdoesd d very large proporticn w
useful members of society. It wes the customs, after the
Reformation in Holland, 1o send out with emigrants going to
any of its colonies, however few in nomber, & well-qualified
schoolmastar, who was & meimber of the Church, and accredited
by his competemes and piaty to take chargs of the imstruction of
children and youth. During the abseace or wanot of a minis-
ter, be was bound to conduct public worship, by reading a ser-



a HEISTORIOAL SEETCH OF THE

mon, offering prayers, elc., on ths Sabbath, and on other ccos-
sions.  'With the earliest agricultaral settlement of Manhattan

Island and its vicinity, sach a schoolmaster and woorleser was
seat out, and from the easlieat pericd the Bchool has conti-
nned to ihis day. .

The importance of the religious element in early education
cannot be too highly estimated in reference to the formation
of character, and the dicection of the future courss of life.
Under the 01d Testament econoty, the Divine direction was:
“Thete words shall be in thine heart; and thou shall teach
them diligmtly unto thy children, and shall talk of them
when thou sitiest in ihy house, and when thow walkest by the
way, ard when thou lies! dows, and vhen thou risest up”
In the early Christian Chureh, particular atiention wis paid
to the scriptaral and religions mstroction of youih, sod con-
stant refarence is made to the office and exercises of catechisls
and calechumens. The witresses for the bruth jo the dark mid-
dle ages of the reign of Papal usarpation were remarkable for
their faithfoleem in tha religions instroetion and discipline of
their children. The exsellent and devoted Waldenses ware
probably indabted, under God, to their pecaliar diligence io the
discharge of this duty for their remarksble sccess in keep-
ing their body together, under the influences and persecn-
tions that premed opon them ; in transmitting their testimony
from generstion to generation, and in remaining continually
» beacon-light amid the prevailing darkness, for the admirs-
tion and guidance of the Church in futore times. History
infortns us that they bestowed constant apd careful sitention
on the religions fnstraction of their children and youth, thal
they were in the habit of preparing excellent and appropriats
catechisms and formularies, and thst the pastors made thk
religicus training of their youth » leading snd unceasing
object of their labor,
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At the period of the Reformation, tho different paris of
the Protestant Church made this a prominent ebjeet of their
care and efforta. Formularies of divine truth, and eate-
chisms adapted to different ages, were esrly introduced.
Many of them obtained coclesisstiesl sanclion and anthority,
and were directed to bs explained in the pulpit snd the
schocls. It would be interesting to trace the history of the
introduction and wee of catechetical instruction in the
churches and schools, from the earliest time of the Reform-
ation, by the Church of England, the Church of Scotland,
the Befurmed Churches of France, Bwilzerland, Germany,
and Holland, ete. Measures were taken in Scotland, at an
aarly pariod of tha Reformation, leading to tha institotion of
parochial schocls, widely diffused, under the eupervision of
the chorches, and making religions instruction a pervading
and distingnishing alement.

Wo can hera only maka s brief reference to the Chureh
of Holland. No where was the strupple for the principles
of the Raformation so savers and (we may may) so crmshing.
Charles V.. who held the crown of Spain, and the patri-
monisl inheritance of the Neiherlands, was elected Emperor
of Germany. Hs found it hia policy fo treat the Protestant
princes, and the profecsors of the Proteetant faith thers, with
comparstive indulgence ; while in the Netherlanda, haredita-
rily devolving upen him, be introduced bis Bpenish armies
and the Inquisition, The pags of hirtory i replats with the
sccount of the severity and extent of the religious persecs-
tions by Bpanish and Papal power. Thousands upon thou-
sends loat their Jives, while many mora fled for refuge to
other paris. Buoi then the Word of the Lord took deep
root. The first religious societies of the Raformed faith called
themselves “De Kerkew vom Chrivtur onder hot Kruys”
“The Churches of Christ under the Crom” Io 1586 the
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first Synod met at Antwerp, minutes of which have nol been
handed down. Tha noted and croel Duke of Alva succeeded
to the Viceroyalty of the Netherlands jn 1587, He boasted
that during bis saven yeam' ragency, sighiern thoussnd had
been put to death by him for bereay, The Reformed held
their Synod at Weeel, now in Rhenish Prussia, on the Bhine,
in 15668; and at Embden, ic East Friesland, in 1571 ; not
being able to find a place of safety in the Netherlanda.
They called themselvea “ Believers under the Cross scotiored
throughoui the Netherlands™ At thess Byoods, particular
reference was made, and provision secared, fur the Chriztian
education of the young. At subsequent Synods, held in
Holiand, before and efier the Union of Utrecht, in 1579,
the aubject was earefully sonsklersd, and plans adopted.
The principles thus adopted became more fully developed
and matured in the activn of the well-known Synod of Daort,
beld in 1818 and 1619, In the seventesnth seszion of that
8ynod, November 30, 1818, the subject of the imstruction
snd eduestion of youth, and of catechisiog, was nnder dis-
cossion. In the result, the following resolution was adopted,
#nd minute made. The whole is inseried, a8 worthy of baing
read and well weighed ;

“[n order that tha Christian youth may be diligently
instructed in the principles of religion, and be trsined in
piety, three moden of catechising shonld be employed. L
Ix tHE mousg, BY Parexta. IL Is tEE scEools, BY
acmooLssstErs. 1l IN THE ORTRCEES, BY MINIETERS,
RLDERE, AFD CATEQHISTS RUPRCLALLY AFFOINTED FOR THE
pomross,  That these may diligently employ their trust, the
Christian magistrates shall be reynested to promote, by their
suthority, so eacred and necessary & work; sud all who have
the oversight of churches and schools shall be required to
pay specisl attention to this matler.”



