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LECTURE 1.
INTRODUCTORY.

“Nen enim hominum interitn aantetis quoque oecidunt: ged hesm
anctoris fortesee desiderunt.”

& a. 'Toe general object of these Lectures is to familiar-
ize you with the disfinetive spirit which pervades and informs
the later manifestations of Greek speculative opinion. The
character we shall thero find exhibitcd was undoubtedly
impressed by Pyrrho the Eliensic philosopher, diffused by
the writings of Timon the Phliasian, and adopted by the
representative men of the later Academy. Yet, influential
as the teaching of Pyrrho was, the real nature and tend-
ency of his doctrines have been strangely overlooked or
misunderstood by most writers, To his [igure has never
yet been assigned its proper niche in tho gallery of history.
We shall thercfore endeavour, i possible, to remedy this
lack of just appreciation by making the aims and effects
of Pyrrhonisin one of the chiel subjects of our enquiry,
Another point we shall also consider is, the real extent to
which the special doctrines of Pyrrho were entertained hy
the leaders of the so-called New Academy. This has always
been a vexed question with historians, and one indeed which
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2 IXTRODIICTORY, [Lect,

there is not much prospect of satisfuctorily determining.
Further, we shall attempt to present to you in as clear a
light ns possible, that problem which formed the cemtre
of discussion botween the Stoies and Academicians, and
which iz equally conspicuous in medern Metaphysics, namely,
the nature and reality of the phenomena of perception.
Some provious acquaintance with these swhjects will, T hope,
give the philosophieal writings of Cicore a higher degree
of inferest for you than they have perchance hitherto pos-
segsed, ginee it iz somewhat difficult for those not habitu-
ated to the atmosphere in which Cicers’s chamcters think
and apeak, lo follow thelr arcwments or understand their
allusions,

It is our purpose then to examine a porlion of the
history of Greek Philosopby comprised within the last three
centuries before the commencement of the Christian era
This is a peried which perhaps has not commanded either
the attention of historians®, or the interest of students to
the same degroe as the age proceding, when Greck thought
altained its highest development in the hands of Plato and

1 W may eonzider ¢he perlod belore n8 1o have commenoed with Prrrhe,
and closed with Cicero. The exact date of Pyrrho is vocertain, but he ie
known to have necompanied Alexonder the Grent on his Inding estnpaign.
(Diogemes Lacrting, rz. 61 B3.)

2 Professor Masurice calls {hie pordcd, ““the lees of Greek philosophy,”
snd favours it seeordingly with n very brlef nedien, Moreld and Metuphyaical
FPhilogopky, Port 1. ohap, v1. Liv.xv. gec. v.  Degerando remarks on the slighl
interost hstorians have taken in this peard of Groek phileeophy @ “ Owm est gur-
pris de voir gue ls nouvelle Acndémie n'alb pos obienn en géndral des historiens
tonte attention qu'elle meriteit. Dirocker, qui & eonsaced an Hvro éntier &
la philosoplie Antédiluvienne, et de ongs chapitres i deg philoeophes suns
imporiance, sosords 4 peine gquelgnes Hpnes & Fhilon et & Antioching, gonelqne
peges & Arcdsilon el & Comndale, Om pent cependint comenlter avec froid
' deademique e Fierre de Yalentin, Foucher: Iistoire des deadénticiens
(Paris, 1000). Do philosopkid Aeedemiod {Paris, 1792}, On trouve dene los
Miémoires de Udeaddmic Hoyale de Herlin en 1748, une disseriaiion sor
Clitomache, et dans conx de l'Académie des Inseriptioms la dissertation de
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Aristotle ; or as that succeading, when the onee brilliant flame
of Athenian speculation flickered with the uncertain light of
Alexandrian mysticiem, before its final extinction in the
obseurity of the dark ages. A eareful consideration of the
course of Groek thought during this period, may, I think,
reveal to us many points of interest, which will render it
worthy of minute investigation,—which may discover for i
8 character of its own, too marked to be ovorlocked by the
historian of the development of human opinien—and may
show that it involves issucs too important to be neglected
by the critic of later systems of philesophy. Every cvent
in general history should be viewed in connestion with the
circumstances which preceded and cansed it, with those
which accompanied and determined it, and with those which
followed and resnlted from it. 8o, in recording the sueces-
sive phases of human opinicn, which are the evonts i a his-
tory of philosoply, we must coneider them with reference to
preceding speenlations, to those contemporancous with them,

Gantier de Sibert.”  Histoire comparde odes Syeifmes de Philosaplie," Tome
1. p. 110 (metel, To ihese worle of the Academy we mway add the
foltowing, which profess to trewt directly of the FPyrrchonian philesaphy :
Diisgert, e Philosophia Pyrrhonia (Jac. Arthenii, Tpenl, 1708); izeert, da
notisne @c fndoels sceptictand, noavastim Pyrekoniemd (To, (rotil. Munch,
Altdorf, 1790} ; Ddszert. de Epocke Pyrrlonds {God. Tlovneqoeet, Tibingen,
1758);  Dviss. d dumbratio quacsifanin,; an Pyrehonie doctrine omals tollatur
virtws {Ch. Vit. Kindervator, Leipely, 1T8%); Foemen du Pyrerfioniame (M.
Crousaz). This ook Is, however, moere a nonsideradion of the remits thon
the principles of Pyrrhoniem, and is in fact lifdle more thon wn attack on M.
Buyle. Bishop Huet's Traitd pAilosophigane de Tz foillesse do Deaprit Tnmain
ia & good introduction te the sobject, although it i3 encumbered with the
false nofion of porception throwgh repreecnlbadise imeges prevalent among
philosophers up to the age of Reid. FParhape the fundamentu] problems of
early acepticism are most elearly stofed by Herberl, Einleitnrg in dic Phi-
losspkie, 59, 173, Bexbus Dmpirieus, whe lived atoul {he middle of {he Srd
caulury & D., Wroke a volnmlnens breatise on the doctrines of Pymrho and
the Beeptice peperally. The beet edition ir the Fubrieciun, Tlistories of
Greck Philosophy by Brandils, Zeller, Schwegler and Lewes, aro most ac-
eesgible to English studenta,
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