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PREFAGCI.

It was in the Winter of 1868-9, thnt the cditor first saw
the subject of this work upon the street in Salt Lake,  He
wis then gpoken of generally In Uak us one of the notabill-
ties of an epoch long pst, [ never heged him mentloned as
Lhaving any connection with chureh or civil mattors of recent
oecurrenes,  For vears 1 hnd heard of "Bl Hickman, Chief
of the Destroying Angels, Hend Donite” deo, ed wmeagedn
but like mosl persens npacqeninted with Mormon history,
I regavded such matters as (e creations of o fectlle fancy.
When convineed by a longer residenee in Utab that thoeoe
witg aud had long boeen soae Kind of o sedret organizotion
dangerous to Geatile and recnsant Mormons, T hegan to
examine the history of the Chareh more carefully; and while
all the Mormon people spoke of Bill Hickman a3 desper-
ately bad maw, and guilty of untold morders, 1 was stroek
by two curiona and then nnexplninnble facts:—

1. The fleat was, that while everybody, from Drigham
Young down, united in calling Hickioan 1 mtitderer, and
while evidenee could easily ke collected of several of his
erimes, ol @ shegle affcopr bod been made T pelest ar peaplo
I Bring Risd o Jueefice, For twenty vears the Mormons bad
the courts nud juries excluzively in their own hands. During
ithat 1ime many persons had een execnted for crlme; they
rould deoas they pleased o julicin]l mattoers, and abondant
ovitdenee was hefore them negninst Hickman; bat no gvand
Jury ever moved, there was no indictment, and not even a
complaint befors an exnmining magistrate, This indicated
sametfing—nbut whnt? Toril 1 abtaiped Hickman's manon-
geript, T never fully knew. When Hickman wae hrregted all
fhe Borman aponkers and papers ooited in denouncing bim
a3 "o notorions criminnl, who had long been able to cvade
justies,” If thi= wasz known, a2 they ndmit (L waz, why was
not Hickmnn aveestod and punidhed during that loog pericd
fm which the Mormons arrested nmd punizshed whomseever
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they pleased?  Ah, why, indead—oxcept upon the explana-
tion given in thiz boolk.

i The secowd pofnt is, that long after Hickman was
Inown a8 4 mavderer he wad gnocesslvely promoted to a
pumber of offices; be wag Bherlff and Bepresentative of one
county, Assessar and Collector of Tonxes, and Marshal; and
during nll this fime ke wes or ferrd of porsonol fadimacy wifh
Brigham Yownyr, He wag “In fellowshio®™ I the Chnreh il
BG4, and Porter Rockwell, hlz sompeer by eritee, §5 8 mem-
ber of the Mormon Chureh in “fall fellowship® to-day, and
now the companion of Brighnm Young in his teavels! Can
thezo things be oxplaibed on any theory, exeept thaet the
=tatements in this ook are true?

Durlng all-the changes of 1881 nud 70 1 rarvely heard of
Hickman. At length, in the antumn of 1870, while at Stock-
fom, Ttah, T henrd the aceount of Wis polrEnmouz wife, which
ia detpiled in his confessian, A {ew doys alter T left thore I
waz horvitted to hear of the marder of bBer Gontile hashand
—i Boaniavid—and the evidence Ieft po doubt in my mind
that it was perpetrated by Hickman, nasisted probably by
ohe Bates, son of o Mormon bishop, M woe reported that
he had fied to the Bcouthern part of Utah, and generally De-
lleved that he had takep refuge af Kanab, the new Mormon
sivonghold in the moudaing boundisg the Great Basin on
he south, sepposad alse to be the hiding place of Burton
fmurderer of the Morvisites), Porter Hockwell, and other
Danites, wha, like Brighnm Yoong, have “gone South for
thelr health.” But negoilntions were in progress for his
surrender, a4z delalled o biz statement, and in August, 1871,
e was brounght to Camp Denglng. He s not confined, as,
for obwioud reasons, e would oot dare eetsnn to ony of
the Mormon settlements, bt has the freedom of the comp,
with guarters nnd eationz ot the guad-room.  From this
place he =ent me an invitation to visit him, aud there T first
met him foce to face. T gaw o oman of heavy build, round
hend, and somnewhat awlkward, shuffing gait; five feet nine
inches in height, with bright, but cold bine eyes, of extreme
mobility, hair and beard dark smeburn—ike lntier now finged
with geay—and o square, solid ehin. His vitalily I8 evi-
dently great, and his museles well developed.  Onr converss-
tiem need Db be focotded, oxeept oo gay that the man jm-
pressed me with his eavaestaess, aod Jeft me with 1 much
Botier apinion of him than T had before, T then agreed to
tnke charge of his muoneceipt, and, to use bis own lan-
guage, “Fix it up lu shape, 20 people would understand it
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My first inteution was to re-wrlte 1t entiraly, speakine
of Hickman in the third person; but one perusal satisfied
moe that it would he fae better ag he had written it. 1 have
thought it best, also, to preserve his own phraseology near-
Iy exactly, only inseriing a4 word oceasionally where ab-
solutely neceszary to prevent mistalke, With very few ex-
veptions, the navrative ig preciacly ag wiltten by Hickman,
amd, some faultz of grommar and slang terms  aside, 1
think every critfe must admit that ouar zentimental and
religious mutderer hag a singularly pleasing stvle, Nejther
have I thotght [t best to lntermnpt his narrative with ex-
planations, but in the more [mportant cases have added the
corroborative evidence in an appendiz,.  Lote developments
in Titah have poursd n flond of light on many dark and
blgody mysteries, and it is a great mistake to suppose that
the recent eriminal proceedings agninst Brigham Young and
other leaders were founded upon the testimony of Hickman
alone, He only supplied the clew which lod te other
evidencea,

Motwithstanding the publientiong on the sabject, many
are sl unaequainted with Mormon hiztory. Henee I
have given a brief outline therasf in the first chaptoer,
which Iz submitted to the eriticism of the veader.

O, H, BEATLIL
Balt Lake City, Dee, 10, 1570,
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