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INTRODUCTION.

It is, perhaps, not too much to say that the family of
Gresley of Drakelowe is one of the few families which
remain that can boast of being settled at the same place
and of possessing the same lands which were assigned to
their ancestor in the Domesday Record,  lts founder was
Nigel de Toeni, called in Doswsday “de Stafford”, and
subsequently from the place which he made his prineipal
residence, “ de (Gresley”, who, with his brothers Robert and
Ralph, was among the followers of William the Conqueror
into England. Their father, Roger de Toeni, Standard
Bearer of Normandy, was descended from an uncle of
Rollo, Duke of Normandy, and thus being of kin with
their victorious leader, when the spoils were divided the
theee brothers received shares not inappropriate to their
rank and position. Robert settiing in Stafford, and called
on that account “de Stafford”, was the ancestor of that
family of Stafford of which Humphrey was created Duke
of Buckingham by Henry VI; Ralph was the ancestor of
the Cliffords, and Nige[, to whom were allotted Drakclowc_
and cleven lordships in Derbyshire, with Morton and
Kingsley in Staffordshire, taking up his abode at Gresley,
in which township Drakelowe was, became the ancestor of
the family of “de Gresley”, of which Sir Robert Gresley,
11th Baronet, is the present representative.

At Gresley, thencefarth ta be called Castle Gresley,
William, Nigel's son, in the time of Henry 1, built a castle,
and near the castle founded a small priory of Black Canons
of the order of St Augustine, Other hamlets, in addition
to Drakelowe, in the township of Gresley were Swadling-
cote and Linton.
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Besides William, Nigel had two sons, of whom Nicholas,
marrying Margaret, the heiress of Longford, became the
ancestor of the Longfords, and Robert, if we may conclude
from a joint grant to Merivale Abbey, married Lettice de
Ferrariis.

The accompanying pedigree has been compiled from
the following sources, viz. (@) Nichols's History of Ledcester-
shive, (8} Erdeswick's Survey, ete., of Staffordshive (several
editions), (¢) Pilkingtons Frew of Devbyshive, ed. 1789,
(.a') The M5, in the Chetham T.ibrary, Manchester, knowt
as the Gresley Chariulary, of which a short account will be
found below, (&) a M5, pedigree by Eyton in Brit. Mus.
Add, M5, 31,940, £ 2114, and (f} the Deeds in the present
volume. It has, it is feared, some suspicious points about
it, but it corrects a fow errors made by Nichols, and goes
to prove that the exhaystive account of the family g‘iven
by Di. Harwood in his additions to Erdeswick is con-
siderably at fault; but we do not quite agree with Mr.
Pym Yeatman, the learned and latest historian of Derby-
shire, of whose work, unfortunately, only a few parts are
yet printed, when he says that * the Gresley pedigree, like
so many others, has been built up upon assumptions”, Of
his promise, however, to * test the truth of it" we wish a
speedy fulfilment., It has been thought sufficient to carry
it down to the creation of the baronetey in 1611,

As far, however, as the present deeds are concerned, 2
very large majority relate to lands at Seal in Leicestershire.
This place, variously spelt Sheile, Sheyle, Scheyle, ete,, is
divided into two townships, namely, Nether Seal, a/ Great
Seal, al Church Seal, and Over Seal, @/ Little Seal, al
Spital Seal. At the time of the general survey seven
ploughlands in Scella and six ploughlands in another
Scela were held by Robert under Henry de Ferrars. In
the time of Henry [-11 Nether Seal was held by a family
which took its name from the place, and we find [No. 3]
that about 1167 Ralph de Seila, with the sanction of his
lord, William, Earl of Ferrars, sold the mill there with
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