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PREFACE.

e Ip—

THE two Sermons composing this volume,
though previously printed for private circula-
tion, are now published for the first time.
They were delivered in a college lecture-room,
to undergraduate members of Balliol College,
Oxford. The first sermon was read at the
beginning of 1870, shortly after Mr. Green
had been made a tutor of the College. He
was the first Jayman who had filled the office
of tutor, and he had to consider whether he
would follow a custom maintained by former
clerical tutors, of speaking on a religious
subject to their pupils on the évening before
the administration of Holy Communion,
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After some hesitation he resolved to use
the opportunity to meet some of the religious
difficulties which haunt the minds of men
who are beginning the study of philosophy
and the laws of historical evidence. He met
these difficulties not merely by the state-
ment of a metaphysical position, but by
enforcing, with all the impressive energy of
a non-sacerdotal teacher, the practical cha-
racter of the Christian life. The reader of
these sermons, perplexed, perhaps, by ab-
stract argument, may not at once detect the
buried life of spiritual passion which burns
beneath, but those who heard the first
sermon have never forgotten the power with
which the speaker dealt in a few words with
the common theme of sin and vice.

Though not present when the first sermon
was delivered, I well remember the delivery
of the second; the prayer which preceded it,
and the stillness with which, for not far short
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of two hours, we listened to a discourse
which, even in its most metaphysical passages,
seemed to summon us to a new spiritual life.
The second sermon was written in 1878, not
for Mr. Green's pupils alone, but for the
senior members of the whole College. At
this time, though taking a less active part
in the tuition of the College, he was still
deeply interested in meeting the religious
wants which he had tried to satisfy eight
years before. The use of Biblical phrases in
his first sermon he found had caused some
perplexity ; and though the intellectual posi-
tion of the two sermons is the same, in the
second he purposely discards Scriptural lan-
guage. Much as he reverenced the Bible,
of which he once characteristically said it
was the only book he really knew well, he
was determined that his devotion to it should
never, even in appearance, overpower his

intellectual conscience.
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Like more than one famous book of the
present epoch, these sermons have for their
aim the separation of the spiritual from the
supernatural. Mr. Green sought to establish

in them an intellectnal position for the

Christian faith which should not be called in
question by every advance in historical evi-
dence and in physical science. It is with no
eagerness to impair the existing religious
creeds that he insists on the incorrectness of
the theories on which they are professedly
based; other thinkers have assailed the
orthodox foundations of religion to overthrow

it, Mr. Green assailed them to save it.

[Note—Mr. Green in his last illness lefe the
two sermons which are here printed in the hands
of Mr. Amold Toynbee, his friend and former
pupil, to be dealt with at his discretion. Within
a year Mr. Toynbee has also been taken away.
It had been his intention to publish the sermons
with an Introduction, elucidating such parts of
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them as might be difficult to readers unaccustomed
to metaphysical thought and language. This In-
troduction he was never able to complete, but at
the beginning of his illness he expressed the wish
that the publication of the sermons should not be
delayed, and that as few words as possible of his
own should be prefixed to them. The above
Preface is an extract from what he had written.—
C. M. T.]



