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PREFVFACE.

TrE object of this selection is to supply interesting English
poetry for hoys in the higher forms of Public Schools. The
mistake usually made is 1o set boys English to turn into Latin
Verse, which 5 quite unlike the kind of Latin that they
read in ordinaty sclections from Ovid. A boy who has gone
through such o book as Taylor’s Storics from Ovid in Elegiag
Verse, 1s quite af sea when turned on to the sentimental love-
pieces, or languid descriptions of scenery, which form the
usual staple of a Tatin Verse Fxercise Book.  He s at once
met by two dillicultics.  The brst is that the Englizh does
not inspire him. The second is that the Latin poetry which
he bas hatherio read 15 not at all n the swne style. Now it
is not conlended that Ovid is the mosl inspiring of pocts.
That he is the most casy of imitation, however, may fairly be
assumed. If it is a good mental exercide to pot English
inte Latin Verse at all, there is no style so easy to catch as
that of Ovic,  The stupidest of boys can learn to break up
the ideas in an English couplet and to rearrange them in
short Ovidian sentences, as in the panels of 2 'r.ri]:-tj'th,"if omnly
there are any ideas in the English to begin with. The very
excesses of such a0 style will teach boys to reflect, and they
will acquire judgment by beginning Verse on so obvions
a system. In studying Ovid they will notice that they study
a poet who gives to a single idea more turns and transitions
than any other Latin anthor. For iff Ovid fails in judgment
he is a master of invention, and in learning the first canons of
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criticism it is perhaps well for boys to have to deal with a
poet whose faults and virtues they can see so clearly,

The selection here offered is the result of many vears of
experience in teaching Latin Verse by one who has never
quite convinced himself that Latin Verse teaching is desirable
for all bovs in any form of a Public School. It is-true that
much that is said about the drudgery of such exercise is
hased on ignorance of boy-nature. Omnce the metre is leamnt
—and the leaming of that is one of the incidents in reading
Latin Verse—io do prepared Latin Verses is afier all no more
difficult than to write correct Latin, using the metre as a key,
angl i sufficiently helped and enlivened in the process, a boy
distinetly likes the paszle.  Meanwhile 1L teaches him w keep
his eyes on two things at once ; 1t teaches him orderliness:
and he has the pleasant satisfaction of feeling that he will
never be called upon to deal with too involved constructions,
34l it muost e confessed that there is alwuys onc boy at
least in twenty to whom the attempt to learn metre is intoler-
able waste of time. For such boys the least that schoolmasters
can do, so long as the system of leaching Latin Verse iz
maintained, is o swecten their labours by bringing thero face
to face with interesting Linghsh poetry. LThis 15 the aim of
the present selection. The author has always found the
Prosody in the Public School Latin Primer the best and
shortes! introduction Lo the learning of Quantity and Metre,
and he has not attempted to rival it.  He has, however, in-
serted a few hints to which rcference 15 made in the pieces
which are rendered into English prose, and other hints are
appended as need arises, The renderings are intended to be
usetl, or not, at the choice of the teacher. With the exception
of a few, for which he is indebted to his friend Mr, Arthur
Sidgwick, every piece in the book has been turned by the
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author himsell into Latin Verse in two different ways, and
in doing so he has especially avoided those exceptional
usages which boys are apt to think that teachers allow to
themselves though not to their pupils. This may involve a
certain monotony, but that is probably compensated by the
confidence with which rules given are accepted.

The pieces selected are arranged, so far az may be, in
order of difficulty, beginning with a few that are given with
English complete, In such cases as for inﬁt-:-mm, m seltng
the adaptation of Coleridze's Ancient Mariner which begins
the hook it is intended that the wacher should first read the
original pocm o the pupils.

A vocabulary is added at the end, including afl words
needed in the course of the exercises. Indeed for the first
half of the book it will probably be all-sufficient, though it is
not intended to supersede the ordinary dictionancs or gradus.
The pse of the Latin-English Dictionary oughe never to he
superseded by any Fnglish-Latin Vocabulary, and the teacher
who enconmges boys to trmust wholly to such Vooibulades
imvarably damages their Latin. The author has only to add
thsat he will be very thankful to any person who vses the hook
who will point out mistakes or suggest corrections,

A Kgy has been provided, which will be supplicd to
teachers only.
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