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TREFACE,

GRANDPATHER WISH WELL has three
or fone-and-twenty grandehildren ; and, being
himsolf a little leas than * four-secore years,"
he hopes to have ay many preat-grand ones,
Liefore he 35 mlled awny,  And, as he wishes to
iln something for their jnoocent smusenient—
nmid it may be a little for their instruction “in
the ways of virtne nnd good Biving,"—~he don't
think of any better way to do b than by nsing
a few of his leisore hours in writing & short
Sromy,  As there ame s great many thonsanda
of GraxDFATHERS in this * soodly heritage™
of onrs—this * land of the brave and the free”
—enth one of whom may have as many grand-
chilidren as ho has, pechaps somebody will pring
hiz little book, and throw it broad-cast all
over the land, eo that all of everybody's grand-
children may have a chanee to read it, He re-
ally thinks it will do them pood ; er, at any
rate, will do them no harm—which can not
with truth be said of all the story-books writ-
ten and printed now-a-daya.






GRANDFATHER WISHWELYL,
o Ry owen dear Grandeddldren,
i o fhe mliliona of Liltle Readers,
ter nwk o Do borng dn thi hapry lond,

NYT DEAH YOCHD FRIERDS I

AM poing to wnte for you & Blory—pard
E ly trug, and partly made up as 1 goalong

The true part of ey etory is the life or his
tory of & boy 1 have known, who was born in the
Old Bay Hmt-:, aver three-fourths of a century
azo.  Aa he is still living, and does n't like o
see Lis name in pr::nt. (and besides, his near of
kin do o't think it 's a very pratty name) I will
meaks wp 8 name for him—1 will let it be JAs-
PER.  (And here lot me say, that scarcely any
thing but the names of persous and places, in
this story, will be whollr made up.}

Now I must first tell you eomething about
this boy’s parents.  His father waa the son of
a farmer, whose father was 8 Beotchman, as 1
am told, and bie mother of Irish extraction—
If this was an, then Jreper's great-grandifather
was part Irish and purt Beoteh, on his father's
gide—bub stop 1 as I am neot zoing to zive yoo
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the early lifa of puy great siatesman or hero,
it is o't necessary to 2o baelk eod bunt ap Jas-
per's ancestey, 1t is enough for s to know that
his mather was the daughter of a very respect-
able, well-to-do tarmer.  His parenis began life
with fhir prospects, aa those of ns do, at the
present day, who enjoy good health, are honeat
and industrious, and bave something to © besin
the world with,”

But it 50 happenad, that as time wore away,
throngh one mishapand another, the little pat-
rimony they began with wore away also ; so
when Jasper, who waa the oldest of their four
children, was five yoare old, they were very
poor indeed.  Hie father took a teip to sea, io
hopes of menmding his fortune, and left his
mother, Jasper, his brother and two (twin) six-
ters, in the cere of his anele Z—,  His mother
taugzht the district schonl while it was in ses-
gion, and the rest of the time took o sewing,
and did other wark for tho hﬂighhﬁm, o ]-:e:a]r
her little ones in food and radment,

This uncle, to relisve Jaspor's mother some-
what of her eares, took him in his open lom-
ber-gleigh and carrisl him some seventy-fve or
eighty miles, in the dead of winter, 1o live
with his grandfither, It was a tedious, eold



GRANDFATHER'S HTORY, 7

ridi—eepeotatly, as his clothing wag not very
almuidnnt.  The wind blew the snow all over
him ; and if he had ook boen ussl fo going
abroas every day, almost, to pick np chije,
bring in wooed, or slide down hill—=though it
wore ever & anld—it 18 most lkely the little
fillow wonid have frozen iz hands or feet.
And nodenbt he did feel the eold preity se-
verely—Ffor Jasper bag told we he remember-
el a lietle ingident, which 1 will just mention
o ghow the Lietle fulles that it does them good
sometimes b know how to sing, thimgh ever so
smnll,  Well—in the first place yon must un-
derstund, that JFasper’s mother was & very
cheerfal woman, and taught her little ones to
ging, almost a8 soon as they conld wlk. Uncle
L— wnd gware of thig—so, when Jasper sel
up & erying of cold or weariness of riding, he
wotthd divert his mind from hig troubles, by
eabline ont to him to '* siey '—Fasper, sing I
A eompliance with this Friendly admonition,
le gave, had the effsct ¢ muoderate the aold,
or lessen his fatigoe, very eesenlinlly.
Grrandfather mdds, from his own knowlelge
amil experience, that in those dayve of primi-
tive sim plivity it was n't thonght any hardship
for boysor gir]s, BIX 0T SE¥ED FOArE 1:!]11, tn have



