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A MEMBER OF THE UNIVERSITY.

Io ego sum, qui Homero donlum Iribuwe, quonive kominem verecumdon ef |
literaram cmanles, €, gui fol ctatum praacriptione princeps ingemiorum,
bowars omnium ariivm e doctrizarun Semincrivar, Arsona denique rapi=
entie apex audiat, fribuere fus esf.
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other applause than the simple attestation of a
selfﬂa];pmving conscience,—that our design origi-
nated from motives of doing good, and that the
result has entailed at least no injuries upon
Society.

Trimiry CorLiEGE, CAMBAIPGE,
October 20, 1828,
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A

PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION.

Srction L

CONTAINING A BRIEF ACCOUNT

OF THE

LIFE AND WRITINGS OF HOMER.

——

Weex a reflecting and philosophic mind takes z general survey
of the wide and diversified scencry of literature,—when it con-
templates every branch of intellectual iovestigation, and beholds
with wonder and delight the flourishing espect of science in the
present times,—a more interesting topic of consideration can
scercely engage its attention, than to trace in &ll their varieties of
forms-——in all their remifications and expansions, the bezuteous
orders of mental vegetation that blsom around, and to follow
their progress with a retrospective view along the verdant anmals
of history, till the prospeet. dies at laat, beyond the towering hills
of fabulous ebscurity, and imagination alone wings her sdventurous
flight into tho enchanting scenes of fiction. In this bright pano-
rama of splendid wisions, snrely no part beepangles with greater
beauties—no region smiles with more delightful attractions than
the Aowery vale of Poesy;—this is the emblem of the paradise of

bliss, the peculiar provinee of fancy,—wherg the virgins of har-
a



