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A WORD WITH THE BREADER.

Tug following monograph was prepared end preached as a
sermon, sk the request of the Philsdelphia Sabbath Association,
on two occasions. Heuoe ita present form,

The suthor, though he submita his sermon to the public {at
the urgent request of those whose superior judgment leads him
to waive the diotates of his own), does so under cireumstances
which entirely preclude its revision or axtension ; and thersfore
it poes to the press under dissdvantages of which none can be
more sensible than himself, Henee its imporfections.

The subject of the SBabbath is s grest one—great in itsell aa
s day of God's appointment, and great in the intereste with
whieh it is interlaced. To treat it in - all, or even many of ita
most important bearings, would requirs volumes. Not attempt-
ing, therefore, to say everything in one sermon, the author has
selected a fow points, and simed rather to establish and enforce
these, than cover the whole ground by what would necessarily
be n superficial discourss, Hencs ita brevity.
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Ehe Sourth Commmmbment.

Remzusze the sabbath-day to keep it holy. Bix daye shali
thou labour, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is the
sabbath of the Lord thy Ged: in it thon shalt not do any work,
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy
maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within
thy gates: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day:

wherefore the Lord blessed the ssbbath-day, and hallowesd it
Erodus, xx., 3-11.

Lord have mercy upon ws, and incline our hearis lo beep this
law.
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THE LORD’'S DAY.

T is a law of God's moral government that a portion
of man's time should be given to the service of his
Maker. Our days and years are the gift of Him who
also gave us life, and He could therefore have justly
required that all should be uwsed in honouring Him.
Instead, however, of demanding that we should hallow
all time by holy services, he ordained six days of labour
and one day of rest, or a Sabbath, and established this
proportion a8 the least amounnt of time which we should
dedicate to Him.

This spportionment is based: 1st, on God's example
in cloging his six days' Isbour of creation by resting on
the seventh day from all his works; and 2d, on God's
blessing; for, because he thus rested on the seventh
day, it is declared that he blessed the Sabbath day,
and hallowed it, or commanded to make it holy. This
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is the origin of the Sabbath, the example, the ordina-
tion, and the blessing of God ; and, together with the
institution of marriage, it stands out as one of the
two ordinances of Paradise, which, becanse instituted
before the fall, instituted in Eden, instituted for man
in his original state and federal capacity as the head
of a race of beings, prove them to be designed for all
men, and to cover all terrestrial time. * So that yon
see,’’ says an old writer (Bishop E. Hopkins), the
Sabbath is but one day younger than man, ordained
for him in the state of his uprightnese and innocency,
that his faculties, being then holy and excellent, he
might employ them, especially on that day, in the
gingular and most spiritual worship of God his crea-
tor."” Twenty-five hundred years slowly moved their
shadows across the disl plate of time. One world
full of people had been drowned for their great wick-
edness by the deluge. Another world full had been
driven asunder by the centrifugal force of the confu-
gion of tongues at Babel; and the race whose * one
speech” bad been thus broken up into s hundred lan-

guages, was scattered abroad end debased eo that
even the Lord's flock, the children of the old cove-

nantors, Abraham, Iease, and Jacob, now settled and
now enslaved in Egypt, bad only a dim knowledge of
the God of their fathers.




