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THE YOUNG ACROBAT

CHAPTER 1.
KIT WATSON.

THERE was great excitement in Bmyma, especially
among the boys, Barlow’s Great American Cirens in
ite triwmplal progress from State to State was closa
at hand, and immense vellow postera announcing its
arrival were liberally displayed on fences and barns,
while smaller bills were put up in the pest office, the
hotel, und the prineipal stores, and distributed from
house to honse.

It was the lavgest cirems that had ever visited
Smyrna. At least a dozen elephantz marched with
pondcrous sfeps m it2 preliminary procession, while
clowns, acrobats, giants, dwarfz, fal women, ecanni-
bals, and hairy savages from Thibet and Madagasear,
were among the strange wonders which were to he
seen al each performance for the small sum of fifty
cents, children half price.

For wecks the young people had been looking for-
ward to the advent of this marvelons ageregation of
enriogilics, and the country papers from farther east
had given glowing acconnts of the great show, which
was emphatically pronounced greater and more gor-
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4 THE YOUNG ACROBAT,

geous than in any previous year. Duf it may be as
well to reproduce, in part, the description given in
the posters:

BARLOW'S GREAT NORTH AMERICAN CIRCUS,
Now in its frinmphal march across the continent, will
give two grand performances,

AT SMYHENA
On the afternoon and evening of May I8th.

MNewar in all its history has this
Unparalieled show embraced a preater variety of attrao-
tions, or included & larger numbor of worlid famons
Aarobats, Clowns, Bare back Hiders, Rope walkers, Tro-
Ipe.za Artista, and Star Performers,

In gddition to s cologan]l menageria, comprising
Elephantz, Tigers, Lione, Leopards,
aud other wild apimals in t variety.

All this and fur more, including & hundred
DARING ACTS,

Cun be seen for ths triﬂing sum of Ffty centa}
Children half price.

ConeE oxvEl ME ALL!

Two boys panzed {o read this notice, pasted with
illustrative pictures of elephants and cireus perforin-
ers on the high hoavd fonce near Stoddard's grocery
tlore. Theay were Ian Clark and Christopher Wat-
yon, called Kit for ehort.

“ Shall yeu po to the elrenz, Dan?* asked Kit.

“1 would like to, hut you know, Kit, I have no
money (o spare.”’

* Don't let that interfere,” eaid Kit, kindly. * Here
Is half a dollar. That will fake you in.”

“ You're a tip-top [ellow, Kit. But I don’t think I
ought to take it. I don’t know when 1 ghal]l be sblo
to return it.”

“Who acked you to return it? I meant it as a
gife?

. “You're a true friend, Kit,” said Dan, earnestly.
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“T don't know as I ought to take it, but I will any-
how. You know I only get my board and a dollar a
week from Farmer Clifford, and that I give to my
mother.”

“1 wish you had a better place, Dan.”

“ 8o do I; but perhaps it 12 az well as I can do at
my age. All boys are not born to good luck as you
are.”

“ Am I born to good luck? I don’t know.”

#Isn’t your uncle Stephen the richest man im
Smyrnaf "

“1 suppose he 1g; but that doesn’t make me rich,”

“ Ian't he your guardian?”

“Yes; but it doesu't follow because there is a
guardian there 12 a lortune®

“ I hope there is”

“T am going o Lell you something in confidence,
Dan, TUnele Stephen {ms lately been dropping 8
good many hints about the necessity ol being eeon-
omical, and thal T may have my own way lo make in
fhe world. What do you think it meaus? ™

“ Tlave you been extravagant 7™

“XNot that T am aware of. I have been at an ex-
pensive boarding school with my consin R Fh, and
1 have ﬂﬂhﬁ&ﬂ well, and had a fair amount of spend-
ll]"' IILUILEF

“Tlave you spent any more than Ralph? ™

® No; not so mueh, for I will tell you in eonfidence
{liat he has been playing pool and cards for money,
of course withoul the knowledge of the principal.
know alzo that this last term, besides spending his
pockel money, he ran wp bills, which his father had
to pay, to the amonnt of fifty dollars or more.,” )

“ How did your uncle like it ?*

“J don’t know. Ralph and his father had & priz
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vate interview, but he got the money. I believa his
mether took his part.”

“ Why don't vom ask your uncle just how you
gtand P

“1 have thought of it. 1f I am to inherit a for-
tune I should like to know it. If 1 have my own
way to make I want to know that also, so that I can
begin io prepare for it

*Would you feel bad if you found out that you
were a poor boy—Ilike e, for instance # "

“1 guppose I should jusi at first, but I should try
to make the best of il in the end.”

“Well, T hope you won’t have oecaszion to buckle
down to hard work. When do you go back to
school ?

“ The next term begins next Monday.”

“ And it 18 now Wednesday, You will be able to
see the circus al any rate, It ie to arrive to-night”

“ Buppose we go round lo the lot tv-morrow morn-
ing. We can see themw putting up the tents™

“ All right! T'll meet you &t nine o’clock.™

They were aboul to separate when another bhoy, of
about the same age and size, came np.

“1t's time for dinner, Kit,” he zaid ; “ mather'll he
angry if yon are late.”

* Yery well! 1'Il go home with you. Good morn-
ing, Dan,”

* Good morning, Kit. Good morning, Ralph”™

Hullfh mumbled oul * Morning,” but did not deign
to look at Dan,

“';‘I wonder vou associate with that boy, Kit,” he
sal

“ Why ? * inguired Kit, rather defiantly.

“ Beenuse he's only a farm laborer,”

* Does that hurt him# ™
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* 1 don'’t care to associate wilth such a low class.™

“ Daniel Webster worked on a farm when he was a
boy.™

i Itan Clark isn't a Webster.™

“* We don’t know what he will turn out to be.”

“I don’l eonsider Imm fit for me to associate
with,” said Ralph. *“ 1t may be different in your
vige,”

“ Why should il be different in my case?” asked
Kil, suspiciously.

“ 0Oh, no offense at 2ll, but your eireumstances and
gocial position are likely to be different from mine.™

“ Aye they? That's just what 1 should like to find
oub.”

“# My fallier vays eo, and as von are nnder his
guardmns!up he mtght to know.”

“Yes, he ought to know, bul he has never told
II].E.”

*He has told me, but T am not at liberty o say
anvthing,” said Ralph, looking mysterious,

*1 think 1 ought to be the first {0 be told,” said
Kit, not unreasonably.

“ You will be told soon. There is one thing T can
tell von, however. You are not to go hack to board-
ing schiool on Monday.”

Kit paused in the sireet, and gazed st his compan-
lon in surprise,

“ Are you going hack? ™ he asked.

“Yes; I'm going to keep on till T am ready for
college,”

#* And what iz to be done with me?*

Ralph shrusged his shoulders.

“I am not at liberty to tell yon,” he answered.

“1 shall ask my uncle this very day."”

“ Just as you please.”



