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PREEFACE

My apolosy for adding to the number ol books
om the Land Question is the hope that the apph-
cation of sowe leading principles of Political
Leonomy to the subject may be of service
Although constant references are made to the
prinviples of that selence, it Is very rarely that a
writer or a speaker condescends to details, and yet
it cau hardly be dowbted that the labonrs of Adan
Smith and his successors (and no subject has a
wider literatwre than Tolitiend Econowy) have
done smnething towards the solution of the diffi-
cult probleras connected with land.  The vitality
of popular fallacies 1= remarkable, and the old
mercantile notion of frade that one man’s cain is
necessarily another man's loss still prevails as
regards compensation for agrienltural improve-
ments. The exposure of this amd other fallncies
15 one of the prineipal aims of this volume; bat.
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¥l PIEFACE,

il the same time, I have attempted to eontrilnte
soipething positive to the controversy, by sugzest-
ing the abandonment of the time-honowred division
of improvements into ¥ permanent " amd ¥ tem-
porry,” and the adoption of a more lostenl and
mnportont geound of destinction T have alse
ventured to express my own opinion on other
wakters of practical importance, and I hope that
the statement of prineiples zencrally accepted by
veonomists will not lese in foree on aceount of
leduetionas for which 1T muse take the whole
responsibility. I have to express my great obliza-
ticn 1o 3r. Henry H. Scott, Alnham House,
Alnwiek, for his kind assistance o the wore
practical parts of the work, snd to Mre W, (L
Smith, Advocate, for sugzestions and correetions
ds Lhe book was going through the 'ress.
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