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WILLIAM PITT,.

WiLLiaM P1T, the second son of William
Pitt, Earl of Chatham, and of Lady Hester
Gr&i:ville, daughter of Hester, Countess
Temple, was born on the 28th of May
1768. The child inherited a name which,
at the time of his birth, was the most
illustrious in the civilised world, and was

_ pronounced by every Englishman with pride,
and by every enemy of England with min-
gled admiration and terror. During the first
year of his life, every month had ite illu-
minations and bonfires, and every wind
brought some messenger charged with joy-

ful tidings and hostile standards. In West-
1#*
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phalia thé English infaniry won a great
battle which arrested the armies of Louis
the Fifteenth in the midst of a career of
conquest: Boscawen defeated one French
fleet on the coast of Portugal: Hawke put
to flight another in the Bay of Biscay:
Johnson took Niagara: Amherst took Ticon-
" deroga: Wolle died by the most enviable of
deaths under the walla of Quebec: Clive de-
stroyed a Duteh armament in the Hoogley,
and establiched the Englich supremacy in
Bengal: Coote routed Lally at Wandewash,
and established the English supremacy in the
Camnatic. The nation, while loudly appland-
ing the successful warriors, considered them
all, on sea and on land, in Europe, In Ame-
rica, and in Asia, merely as instruments which
received their direction from one superior
mind. It waa the great William Pitt, the
great commoner, who had vanquished French
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marzghals. in Germany, and French admirals
on the Atlantic; who had conquered for his
country one great empire on the frozen shores
of Ontario, and another under the tropical
sun nenr the mouths of the Gaugcs: It wasg
not in the nature of things that popularity
such as he at this time enjoyed should be
permanent, That popularity had lost ite gloss
before his children were old enough to under-
stand that their father was a great man. He
waa at length placed in situations in which
neither his talents for administration nor his
talents for debate appeared to the best ad-
vantage. The enmergy and decision which had
eminently fitted him for the direction of war
were not needed in time of peace. The lofty
and spirit-stirring eloquence, which had made
him supreme in the House of Commons, often
fell dead onm the House of Lorde. A cruel
malady racked his joints, and left his joints
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only to fall on his nerves and on his brain.
During the closing years of his life, he was
odious to the court, and yet was not on
cordial terme with the great body of the
opposition. Chatham was only the ruin of
Pitt, but an awful and majestic ruin, not to
be contemplated by any man of sense and
feeling without emotions resembling those
which are excited by the remains of the

Parthenon and of the Coliseum. In one

respect the old statesman was eminently

happy. Whatever might be the vicissitudes
of his public life, he never failed to find
peace and love by hiz own hearth, He loved
all his children, and was loved by them; and,
of all his children, the one of whom he was
fondest and proudest was his second eon.
The child’s genius and ambition displayed
themselves with a rare and almost unnatural
precocity. At seven, the interest which he

e




