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This Book is a part of the Beacon Series of Manuals, a Graded
Course of Sunday School Lessons, an outline of which follows,
Each Manual, except Grade XIT, is accompanied by a Teacher's
Helper,
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PRIMARY, AGES 6-9

First Book of Religion Mrs. Charles A. Lane

Stories from the Old Testament
Mrs. Henry C. Parker
Stories from the New Testament
Oliver J. Fairfield
World Stories Joe H. Metcali

JUNIOR, AGES 10-13

The Bible and the Bible Country
Jabez T, Sunderland
Hebrew Beginnings
Old Testament Marratives, Part I
Edna H. Stebbins
Hebrew History

Old Testament Narratives. Part II
Henry Hallam Saunderson
Jesus of Nazareth Charles E. Park

SENIOR, AGES 14-17

The Work of the Apostles Henry Hallam Saunderson

Movements and Men of Christian History
Charles T, Billings
Comparative Studies in Religion
An Introduction to Unitarianism Henry T. Secrist
The Bible as Literature John M. Wilson




NATIVITY, —H. Le RoLLE.



(5 - 4 T
¥ M
V'e' The Bearon Heries

A GRADED COURSE OF STUDY FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

FIRST BOOK OF RELIGION

BY
MBS, CHARLES A. LANE
E—

TNITARIAN SUNDAY-BCHOOL BOCIETY
Bosron, 25 Bracow Breexr; Cmicaco, 105 8. Deapsory Steeer






PREFACE.

For the use of parables as a means of conveying religious
truth we have sufficient authority, and few people will question
the value of the story method of instruction, but the days have
gone by when children honestly enjoyed meralizing, if indeed
they ever did. Much must be left to the teacher's tact and
good sense in the handling of the following stories, for, as a
famous educator has said, it spoils the fairy pudding to pull
out the moral plums. On the other hand, the point of the
lesson should always be made definite and clear by questions
and discussion pertinent to the subject. Hence each story is
followed by a few questions designed to stimulate the child’s
own thought and expression.

The main points to be brought out are the power and beauty
in the world around us, the immanence of God, and the re-
quisites of righteous living. Special stress should be laid upon
our duties as members of one great social body, each depend-
ent upon the others and none isolated or irresponsible. Folk-
lore and myths have occasionally been used as suitable material,
for the wonder element in a narrative appeals strongly to chil-
dren of this age. Now is the time to cultivate the imagination
rather than that matter-of-fact spirit which sees no miracle in
the sunset glory or in the rhythm of the tide. When men of
science are also poets, then, and not till then, may we safely
trust their inferences as -to the great problems of life and
death.

Grateful acknowledgment is made to Houghton, Mifflin
Company for permission to adapt The Prince’s Visit (from
Dream Children by Horace Scudder) and to Charles Scribner’s
Sons for the use of The Plant that lost its Berry (adapted
from Story-Tell Lib by Annie Trumbull Slesson).
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