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The ot of this little book may scon be told,

Some two years ago 1 porposed writing a letter to
one of our} Engincering Journals on the Steam Jacket,
in reply fo a correspondent whe sought information on
the sabject, for which objset at considerable troubls
(for the literature of this subjsct is most mesgre) T
collacted a tolerably large amount of information, but
owing to the time devoted fo the eearch, I was led fo
rélinguish the ides of the letter, but continued the study
with & view at some distant date of writing a Treastise
on the Bteam Jacket, this idea iz mow being carried
ont, the * Jomplate Treatise on Steam Jacketing,” is
in active preparation, and while busily engaged with
this work, I was astonished fo find that very little or
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nothing had been said respecting the misapplication
of the Bteam Jacket, or Tis Abuse as I have termed it,
notwithstanding that in practice the utility of sboub
four out of every six Jackets that I have examined waa
very much impaired, if not wholly destroyed, cccasioned
by their imperfoction ; which accounts for the appeat-
ance of this Little treatise, wherein I have sought not
only to point out the defoots in many steam jackets in
usie to-day, but alsc to lay down some principles relating
to their proper design snd application, and peeing that
this book fornishes the only information on this ne-
glected subject, I truat that the contents may prove of
gome service to designers and makers of stenm engines,

I may mention hers, that the fact of the acarcity of
Engineering books written by practical men* has
served as an incentive to energy, and cansed me fo
hope that this first literary venitmre, emanating from
the drawing cffice and works, may, {irrespective of its
fanlts) meet with esome measnre of support and
spproval.

® Well written, practioal bocks, from the pans of competent pree.
tieal men, are aa ssares, and neardy ue valuskle sa gold. " The En-
gineer™ 17th May, 1872



