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PREFACE

Africa has been partitioned among the nations, The
little kingdom of Abyssinia, it the north, and the Re-
public of Liberia, upon the west coasi, are all of the
continent that remain in the hands of Afrieans. Li-
beria alone is in the hands of negroes. Will it remain
g0, or 18 it destined to disappear? Is it a failure?
The reports which have so Frequently been printed in
books of travel and elementary treatises of ethnology
appear almost nnanimons in the assertion that it is,
Yet there are those who helieve that the Black He-
public is far indeed from being o failure, We are
not willing to admit that its history and eonditions
warrant the assumption that the block man is inea-
pable of condueting an independent government, A
successinl Liberia wonld be a star of hope 1o the Dark
Continent, In Liberian suecess there lies African
Redemption; redemption, not only in the religious
sense, bul redemption economie, social, governmental,
[f the black men van stand alone in Liberia, he can
stand alone elsewhere; if the negro is able to organize
and maintain 4 government on the west coast, he can
do the same ou the east coast, and in the southern part
of Africa. Afrien is restless under the white man;
it makes no difference whether the ruler be Portu-
guese, French, German, Spanish, Belgian, or Enghsh,
the native is dissatisfied nnder the present regime. Tt
is recognized that a spark may canse o conflacration
throngh negro Africa. On the other hand, the colonial
burden of the Enropean govermments grows heavy;
the trade advaniaces of holding Africa might be
enally gained without the expense awd tremble of
adminigtration; it is wulnal jealonsy, not great sne-

v



Vi FREFACE,

vess, which lLolds the Enrvoperan powers in Afriea.
Woere cach convineed that witlulrawal woeuld not give
advantage to other powers, thatl abdication would not
b recognized as weakoess, thatl free trade widh black
men might not resubt 1o individoal national advan-
tage, they would be quite veady to withdraw from the
Dark Continent.,  In every colony tha native is ad-
vancing : edueation becmnes wmove general; it oust
continne to diffuse itself, and with diffusion of knowl-
el amons the natives, rostlessuess will e inereased ;
the colopial Imreden will beeowe heavier, ot lighter.
If Liberis prospers, il will stand ss an example of
what bluel men ean do o bl the other nesro popula-
tious of the vonfinent; s exmuple would stimmlate
advauce for all; the sight of enierprigses originating
with wegroes and earvied out by them would give
beart and stimulus 10 neglroes everswhere, This does
mol e that a1l the European colonies should neces-
sartly beconte repnblies; far from it. Neor would il
meean, nmless the home governments were blind and
ignormi, & necessary severance between the mother
conntry and its colonies; 1t would, however, lead to
a great medasnre of home rale and to o large develop-
ment of self-govermmnent.  Wavwermans, years ago,
recognized the powerlal influenee which a sneeessful
Lilwria wnst needs exert, He savs: ' From Lhis Little
state, the size oi Delghoo, whose population decs not
surpass, weluding the natives, a firth part of the pop-
nliation of owr country, will zo forth perhaps some
day  the best bnarinable missionaries fo  extend
over the DBlack Continent the benefils of civiliza-
tiom jued to foaud the ree United States of Afriea,
sulfiviently powerful to defy the covetouspess of white
wen and Lo wake justice reipn, so far as it cun reign
amouyr men.

One of the mest thoughifol wreiters regarding the
Republie is Delafosse who, for o thoe, was Freneh
Consul at Donrovin., ITe has weitten npon Liberia on
varions oceasions, and what he savs always deserves
consideration.  On the whale he iz not a hostile eritie,
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baving o rather Fricndly feeling tewsrd Liborians and
being deeply imterested in the Kepublic. We trans-
late some passages {1om bis writings, as his point of
view is oviginal.  He suys:  U1f one eonsider the
Liberians supevBetally—eivilizad, elad, knowing how
to read and write, biving in velatively comtortable
honses —one will probably rfind them superior to the
nmaiives,.  Actuallby, they ave rather inferior to them,
gg well from the moral point of view ag from the pomt
of view of general well-being,*?

Fuarther om he says; * Fagt, along the coast and in
the east, we see the Krumen, a race ol workers, ener-
getie, proud, and hghiers, but fonest, rejoelng in
fine physical and moval health, jealons of the virtue of
their women, of & most carcbnk cleanliness, What a
poutrast do thoy make by the side of the idle and non-
chalant Liberians, oxpeeling  everyihing  from  the
State, subjeet to every kind of congenital disesse, and
in parlienlar to tobereulesis, never washing them-
selves, nourishing thewmselves with food which i native
slave would not aceept, decimated by a considerable
worlalily, having gencrally wery fow children, of
whoay, woreovel, the grealer palt are HoTn sCrawny,
wenlk, devoted betorchand to an carly death!]

I we casl our eyes upon the natives of the west and
north, the Vai and other tribes of the Mandingo race,
it 15 & dilfeventl grade of comparison wlieh olfers it-
self 1o ns, but wlwayvs (o the disadvantage of {the Libe-
rians.  Thesze nalives half islamized, have, muoch more
than the Liberians, the sentimwent of human dignity,
and their costume, fitted to the climate and the raee,
far from rendeving thew ridieulons, as the Earopean
does the Liberians, is nol devold of a ecrinin wsthetie
character.  They have, the Vai and the DManienka,
above all, a superior inlelligence of commereial affairs,
The Vatl have even a self-eivilization which makes this
little tribe one of the modl interesting peoples of
Africa; alone, of «ll the negroes known, they possiss
an alphabet snited to the writing of their language,
and this alphabel, whiclh they have eompletely m-



