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AFRIENDLY VISITORS,

. AMONG THE POOR.
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CHARTTY MUST D0 PIVE TIINGS ;
1. Act only opon knowledge got by thorouph investization,
2. EReligve worlhy nzed promptly, fittingly, and tenderly,
3. Prevent unwise alms to the unworthy.
4. Raise into independence every needy person, where
this is possible.
5. Make sure that neo children geow upto be paupers.
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PREFATORY.

THis Hand-Book has been prepared for the guidancs of alt
persons who are engaged in eflorts to elevate the character of
the poor, to stimulate their forethought and se¢ll-reliance, and
to aid them in the unugyal and unaveidable emergencies that
befall lhecm.. It is drawn [argely from the experience of those,
both in Evrope and Ameriu. wlho have [or vears been earmnest
seckers after the wizest methads of dealing with the poor.

Its suppestions and directions to Foendly Visitors are repro-
duced from the publications of the Associated Charities of
Boston, the Charify Organiration Societies of Fhiledelphia and
Newport, and the writings of Miss Octavia Hill, Rev, J. W,
Eramer, M.D., Rev. 5 Homphreys Gorteen, Mr. Eobest
Treat Faine, Jr., Frof, Kobert Ellis Thompson, Fh. D, and
others of anthority in this branch of socia) research,

The Domestic Suggestions (reproduced by permizsion}, are
the same which were prepared by Miss Juliet Comon for
the Mangal of the Philadelphia Society for Qrganizing Charity
and which she sees no resson to alter or enlargpe.  Shounld
the proper time come, within the experience of this Society,
when it will feel justified in supplying to the working classes a
puide to cheap and wholesome cookery, it has the promise of
the requisite matter from the same excellent source,

Orar thanks are due to Dr, Chas, I). Scudder for the Sani-
tary Suggestions, kindly and carefully prepared by him ex-
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iv Prefatory,

pressly for this little valume; and alse to Messrs. ] Van-
Vechten Olcott, Charles De H. Brower, Chas. W. Dayton,
Walter I, Edmonds, Wheeler de F. Edwards, for their labori-
ons service in the preparation of the compact dipest of many
of the laws of the Siate of New York which pertain Lo the
protection and discipline of the dependent classes, and also
largely affect the welfare and condition of all grades of society,

By order of the Committes,

CHa3. D, KELLOGG,
Orpanising Secreiary.
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GENERAL SUGGESTIONS

TO
FRIENDLY VISITORS AMONG THE POOR.

I, The best meens of doing good to the poor is found in
fricndly intercourse and personal infuence. The want of
money is oot the worst evil with which the poor have to con-
tend ; it is in most cases ivelf bot a symptom of other and
more important wants, Gifts or alms are, therefore, oot the
things most peeded,—but sympathy, encoursgement, and
hopefoloess.

2. Ingscheme of syslemalic visitalion, experience has shown
that (he best resulis are obtained by limiing the number of
familias to be vizited by one person ; from three to five being
enpugh toexhaost the time for attention and friendly care that
any one visitor has to bestow. Experience is sore to curtail
rather than enlarge this number.

3. Never state the object of & visit ss being {o see whether
eoy redief is wanted, for the ¥igis of one who is regarded only
as & pesen [rom whom something isto be got are rather worse
than useless. Let it be seen thal your visit is inlended to
establish friendly relations, and & prompted by a neighberly
interest, ’

4. Be on your geard against enconraging idleness, improvi.
dence, or grosser misconduct, divectly or indirectly, Injudi-
cious procurement of alms Jor the family of a drunkard, or a
dissolute, idle, or shiftless person, will invadably do more
barm than goeod,

5. The best method ol assisting deserving people when in
need, is to help those who are able to work to find employ-
ment. In secking employment for the poor, care should be



