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“TMunctuation seems to be an art based upon rules without
congruity, and derived from practice without uniformity.™
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T MY WIFE

who during the many wyears the subject of punctueation has
pecupied my attention has ever heen ready, with greal inlel-
ligence and belpfulness, to discuss with me the intricate and
often dull problems which punctuation presents
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PREFACE

THeE first edition of this work was published in 1896,
and the treatment of the subject was so highly com-
mended by many leading men and periodicals of the
country that the entire edition, though a large one,
was soon exhausted. [n spite of this favorable com-
mendation, which may have been due to my effort to
set forth reasons, instead of rules, for the -use of
marks, T had a keen sense of certain shortcomings in
the work, and have long heen unwilling to permit its
reprinting or to undertake its rewriting. At least
one of the reasons—and I hope the principal one—
why the work fell short of my ideal of the book
needed, was the inevitable failure inherent in the
mode of treating the subject. As a sentence may
contain the four principal marks (comma, semicolon,
colon, and period) and, in addition, one or more of
the other marks, a writer courts failure if, in treating
the difficult art of punctuation, he deals with the
marks separately, beginning, as all writers, myself
included, hawve hitherto done, with the comma, the
most difficult mark to understand, and proceeding,
one at a time, with the other marks. Failure follows
this mode of treatment because it disregards the inter-
relation of marks and the relations between groups
of words to be interpreted by marks.

In this edition, which has been entirely rewritten,
I have endeavored to avoid the fault of such mode of
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treatment, and have dealt, from the outset, with
groups of interrelated marks, exhibiting, for instance,
in a single illustrative sentence (No. 6) the four
principal marks in their interrelation as affected by
the sensc relations of the language of the sentence.
[ believe that this treatment of the subject of punctua-
tion is the only logical one; and because of the lack
of a logical treatment of the subject it is no exaggera-
tion (o say that almost utler chaos as regards punc-
tuation which is helplul to both reader and writer,
exists everywhere, inside and outside of printing-
offices.

In the preface of the first edition I said it was a
remarkable fact that the subject of punctuation had
been very inadeqguately treated, as evidenced by the
existence at that time of only a single treatise on
punctuation in the English language, and by the
total absence of any consideration of it in periodical
literntore. This assertion, with slight modification,
is true today. An admirable essay by Mr. Phillips
Garrison, sometime editor of The Nation, appeared in
the Atlantic Monihly for August, 1906. This essay,
which deals with the interchangeahility of marks, only
confounds the confusion of punctuation. Mr. Gar-
rison admits that the more the dificultics of the
art of punctuation are faced and considered, the fuller
becomes our understanding of the principles which
do underlie the convention that makes punctuation
correct or faulty. One of his illustrative examples
exhibiting the inmterchangeability of three marks, is
discussed herein: and an effort is made to discover
the “principles’ that determine the correct punctua-
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tion of the example, and to show that the marks used
by him are not interchangeable. No other article
on punctuation is found in the world’s great mass of
periadical literature listed in American library Indexes.

The one treatise referred to above is the work of
Mr. John Wilson, which, it may safely be asserted,
is the only treatise on the subject in English, It is a
masterful work, exhibiting an amount of research and
a degree of acumen probably unexcelled in the
preparation of a text-book on any subject. In spite
ol this fact, | think the work 152 so minute, so vol-
wninous, and so lacking in scientific gencralization,
as to make mastery of 1ts great number of rules,
with “remarks” and exceptions equivalent to rules,
an exceedingly difficult and, to many, an impossible
task. Mr. Wilson's work was first published in 1826,

The excellent bhandbook of Mr. Marshall T.
Bigclow, published in 1881, is merely a summary of
the principal rules of Mr. Wilson's work. [ts brief-
ness greatly hmits 1ts value.

The work, entitled " Punctuation,”” of Mr. F.
Horace Teall, published in 1897, i1s also an admirable
handbook, but it gives more space to spelling than
to punctuation. It gives only four pages, very small
ones, to the consideration of the colon; and two of
the colon's principal uses, discussed at length herein,
are not mentioned.

Mr. Theodore L. De Vinne, the founder of the
well-known De Vinne Press, published his " Correct
Composition” in 1901, This work is indeed a
treatise, but a treatise on printing, not on punctua-
tion. Its treatment of punctuation is somewhat



