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PREFACE

The following elementary work, though primarily intended
for learners, will, it is believed, be found by the general reader
of philesophy to contain thicgs which are new, a5 regards
works of the kind published in the Epglish language.

In order to render the Logic more easy and more practical,
First, the anthor has omitted the perplﬂ:h'.td, undiscussed and in-
determinate Greek derivatives, which give vagueness or abscu-
rity to the matter contained in many popular text books on
Logic; and he has aimed to use in their stead the most plain
and simple terminclogy.  This perpetual multiplication of in-
defimite and unintelligible technicalities, which are devised as
if to embody new forms of thouglht, helps much o render the
study of Logic and Philosophy discouraging, and their very
names repulsive, even to the most ambitioas and the most in-
telligent young minds that attempt to master the established
elementary principles of these all-important branches of a good
education.  The introduction of a new term inio a book on
Philosophy, does not necessarily imply the actual discovery of

a new truth, It i3 a significant fact that, while eccentric
il
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thought and novel phraseology posseas a peculiar chdrm for
ill-educated, rambling and sopericial minds; yet, the lan-
guage which temains in prevailing use, is the embodiment
of deep and trae philosophy; and the words 2s well as the con-
elusions, which convey what is absurd or preposterous, it b

necessarily vepudiate, by the geveral law of human thought,

Second s It was judged best, also, for the interedts of learn-
ers in generad, to omi: the discussion of the mades and Fyeres
of the syllogism; for, i practice they are neot attended to,
aven by those who actually argue in form, the simple rules of
demonstration sufficing foe all practical purposes, and being all
that is even really usetul i the strictest argumentation. On
the other hand, it was deemed expedient to introduce some
matters that pertain to branches of Philosophy, whose full
treatment i appropriate to aoother voiume; e, g, certain sub-
jects which strictly belong to Psychology, Cosmology and
Natursl Thealogy,

The author derived much help from notes taken in private
study yesrs ago, but which were prepared with oo thought of
ever employing them for asy other purpose than his own in-
struction, It is llﬁped that the acknowledgment of having
made a free vse of wiat was then obtained from the best
works within bis reach, will excuse the omizzion of more fre-
guent reference to them in the margin.

In disposing the matter, the method employed in the most
approved text Looks used in the schools of Philosophy is

generally followed.  In such works the deficitions of terms,
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many important propositions of Logic and Metaphysics,
even witl the chief arguments for them, are treated as com-
mon property; as happens, for example, with cerzain defini-
tions and theorems of geomety, ariginally from Swedid, but

which are now the recognized property of all grometricians,

In order to secure brevity, after having indicated sucoinctly, -
but, as he trasts, clearly and comorehensively, the theories and
the salient points of the matters treated, he has been com-
pelled, in many instances, 1o lexve ther development to the

instructor, nr to the reader for himself

The writar flatters himsell that tle treatises on certainty;
and its motives and principles; on sensible and intellectual cog-
nition | the oljective reality of ideas; the princigte of causa-
tion ; will, perhans, be found to possess special value, more
particularly for those who are not familiar with the langnage
of the schools,

It was deemed expedient to ingert on the margin, here and
there, some sugzestive axioms, beiel distinctions and explana-
tions, taken fram the Fads authors, among whom they pass or
established doctring and are vsually ennnclated rearly in the
same terms,  The Ladin of the schoaols, besides Leing brief, is
also peculiany capable of expressing precisely, clearly, and com-
prehensively, watters whieh it s dificuli to utter through the
less accarate vernacular, in denns that are aeither obscure nor
ambiguous, Thaugh they are oot essential to the text of the
worls, vet, for the convenience of the reader wha is not famthar

with the Latin langnage, the translation is subjoined to these
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citations, It was, however, found no easy task, in some ins
stances, to reproduce them with fidelity in English phraseology,
as the classic scholar wisl readily see from the result, and know
how to judge benignantiy,

I the offering which is herewith respectfully made to the
cause of education meet with public favor, it 13 designed to
complete the philosephical course by adding to the present
work treatises on Cosmelogy, Psychology, Theodicea, and
Ethics or Movel Philosophy,  Whether this part of the wnder-
taking be weil or ili done—and, doubtless, many errors and
imperfections have gscaped notice—it may, naverthefess, fairly
be taken as a specinen of what the whaole s likely to be; and,
even if it prove to possess but indifferent merit, still it is the
fruit of much toil, and the result of the write®s hest possible
effort, dons, as it was, during intervals between various daily
duties.  With this candid statement, the work 15 sent forth
with the hope that kind suggestions and ingenuous criticism
may contribute to improve, and perfect 1t for the object in-
tended; 1 e, an aid for the study of Philosophy.

Sr. Lovig UxiveRsizY,
Fabvoary 106k, 1513,



INTRODUCTION,

PHILOSOPHY, ITS OBJECT.

The word Fhilesepty, acoording to the sense in which Pytha-
goras applied it to his school, means the love, desire and pur-
suit of wisdom, Philosophy, as a sclence, is the knowledge
of things in their highest and most universal canses, so far as
such knowledge is attainable by the light of natual reason.
Its olject, therefore, includes the world or universe, man, God,
in their most essential relations to each other®

Tt is not without propristy, then, that Philosophy, when
seompared to the whole eolleciion of human seiences, is pro-
nounced to be, “as the sun in the planetary systern, the light
of all." Without some adequate acquaiutance, at least with
the body of its established doctrine, even a liberal edacation
is incomplete or partial, if, indeed, it be not superficial or un-
sound.

The dnswledye of a thing, even when it Is sedensiffe, stops
with the immediate or proximzte causes of that thing; but
qvisdom, which is Phifasaplizal Fuespledve, vefors the same thing

i Trernm Givinarim asgile hapandeim esnEnranuie nquibing continentur
aognitio.”?  The koowledze of homen swd divine (hingz, *ad of the causes by

which they nre relnbded soennh other. i
¥i



