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PREFACE TC THE FIRST EDITION.

It will be acknowledged by all, that reading with-
out thinking in of iirtls advantage. The perusal
of any work may be ascomplished a2 & mere me-
chanical effort, withonk sxercising and improving
the mind. * Cloltivate,” (says a wise and good
man, /* “ the hahit of ntense attention to what-
ever subject is before you, whether jn reading,
obsetvatiom, or in listening to the instruction of
others, and check the first tendency to a listleis
ingctivity of mind™

If this advica be valuatle as regards the attain-
st of secnlar informeation, how much more with
respoct o0 the acquirament of Scriptural knowledge;
and yet the sacred volome from which that inesti-
msble blossing iz chtained, is frequontly read,
especially by children, with that vacoity of mind
which not only rendars the perueal uninstructive,
but also tends to satablish & carclass habit kighly
injurions to the mwind

* Dr. Alercromble— Moral Fasuys.



iv FREFACE TO THE FIRST EDTTION.

It may be said, lot the word of God be ex-
plained to the young, by persons properly quaki-
Jied to give that instroction which the children
require. To this we agree, and therefore con-
gider that ordained ministers are the persons to
undertake that responsibility, they being supposed
to be especially qualifed, As, however, their
mumerous engagements precloda their dady at-
tendance, at the parochisal school, to afford cate-
cheticel inetrnction, aofd as the gonerslity of
teachers are, for many reasons, unsulted for the
tischargs of this important doty, we have either
—1. To permit tho children o0 read the Serip-
tures withoat examination in the mesning of what
is read. 2. To allow the teachers to question st
their own discretion,  Or, Iastly, To provide them
with (uestions calcolated to elicit the nformation
contained in each pasgage, and thus to define the
limits beyond which the teacher shall rot proceed
withomt permisaion.

It was to effect the latter chjoct that these
Questions wore prepared.  They were commenced
st the suggestion ofn person experienced in these
matiers, who also looked over the work previons
to publication, and expressed his approbation of

— . ——



PREFACE T0 THE FIRST EDITION. ¥

it. They arc at present in uso in & large school
attended by ncary 304 children, of differant per-
guasions, who, along with their teachers, appoar
to derive pleasure and information frem the help
thos afforded them In the reading of the New
Testament.

The course adopted In affording Seriptural in-
struction s as follows:—

The children vead & chapter; the teachers than
taking the Quastions axsamine thy class, sach child
having the Tostament open. They are thna in-
dueed to search erc they can reply, which exer-
cise tends to impreas the suhject wpon their rainds
far moeo than if the snewars wore alap pivon; 3
plan which, although frequently porsued, cannot
b too steomgly deprecated, enconraging, as it
does, inattention, mnd prometing the tendency to
loarn by rote, which, with all onr cars, is so hard
to be counteracted.

N, B,—It is axpected that the teachers will
prepare themselves in the portion of Scriptare
appointed for each day's reading, before they
proceed to examing the children.






NOTICE.

Iv consequence of the approbation expressed by
some persons, qualified to give an opinion respect-
ing the nscfulness of this work, & second edition
of the Gospale of Loke and John, and the Acts of
the Apostles, carefully revised and corrected, is
uow pablizhed.

T trust era long to be anebled te reprint, with
considerabls additions, the first part, containing
the Gospels of BMatthew snd Mark, in which,
{being a first effort,) the number of questicns is
far more Hmited, than in thet now offored to the
public.

In preparing the work I have purposdy re-
stricted myself, almost entirely, to such questions
&5 may be apswered from the Book, boing rather
desirons that the children should bo examined in
those doctrines and precepis of the Gospel obvi-
onaly contained in the Text, than that their at-
tention aliould be directed to inforemces, respect-



